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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the safe collection and disposal of needles and syringes
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2
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Section 1. The heading of section 17-180.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 124 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
§ 17-180.1 Overdose prevention and reversal training; needle, syringe, and sharps buyback; syringe exchange programs.
§ 2. Subdivision a of section 17.180.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 124 for the year 2022, is amended by adding a new definition of “syringe exchange program” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Syringe exchange program. The term “syringe exchange program” means a program authorized by the state department of health pursuant to section 3381 of the public health law to conduct hypodermic syringe and needle exchange services.
§ 3. Section 17.180.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 124 for the year 2022, is amended by adding a new subdivision i to read as follows: 
i. 1. Safe disposal and collection of needles, syringes, and sharps. The department shall require that the staff at all syringe exchange programs:
(a). Provide guidance to each such program participant regarding safe disposal practices for needles, syringes, and sharps, including information about safe disposal sites located in the surrounding community; and
(b) Maintain safe needle, syringe, and sharp disposal receptacles in each such program location in areas that are publicly accessible at all times.
2. Plan. (a) No later than the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, the department shall create and implement a plan that ensures that all needles, syringes, and sharps provided by syringe exchange programs are collected and safely disposed of following their use; and
(b) No later than the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, each syringe exchange program contracted with the department shall create and implement a plan that ensures that all needles, syringes, and sharps provided by such program are collected and safely disposed of following their use. Each plan created by a syringe exchange program pursuant to this subparagraph shall require, at minimum, that:
(1) program staff are adequately trained on the collection of used needles, syringes, and sharps;
(2) program staff collect needles, syringes, and sharps that are distributed by such program but are not returned by program participants; and
(3) program staff collect a number of used needles, syringes, and sharps that is similar to the number of unused needles, syringes, and sharps distributed by such program.
3. Report. The department shall provide monthly reports for each syringe exchange program regarding the number of needles, syringes, and sharps distributed by each such program to program participants, and the number of discarded or used needles, syringes, and sharps collected by each such program for the previous month. The department shall compile and publish such reports on the department’s website on a monthly basis.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.  
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