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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

KATHLEEN B. CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

COUNCIL MEMBER WENDELL FOSTER, CHAIRMAN

JUNE 22, 2000
PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.___
BY: Council Member McCaffrey

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Edward Fowley Way, Borough of Queens.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would name, by adding an additional sign, Woodside Avenue, between 56th Street and 58th Street, as Edward Fowley Way.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following information was excerpted from materials provided by Council Member Walter McCaffrey.


Edward J. Fowley was born on October 30, 1926 to Gladys and James E. Fowley in the Woodside section of Queens.  He attended Saint Sebastian’s School in Woodside and graduated in the class of 1940.  He went on to attend the LaSalle Academy for two years but left after his father passed away.  In 1944, Edward Fowley graduated from Bryant High School.  In 1945, he joined the United States Army where he attained the rank of Staff Sergeant.  He served in Korea until 1947 when he was honorably discharged.  While serving in the Army, he founded an orphanage for abandoned children.  


Upon his return to Woodside, Edward Fowley went to work for Socony-Mobil Corporation, in the Purchasing Department, where he worked for 17 years.

Over the course of time, he determined to attend Pace University in the evening and earned an Associate Degree.


In 1965, Edward Fowley purchased Shellys Bar and Grill where he worked as owner and, simultaneously, as a neighborhood leader for over 25 years.  Edward Fowley worked for Council Member Walter McCaffrey for the nine years that preceded his death on November 18, 1999.  


Edward Fowley’s long list of community activities included:

· President of The Woodside Senior Assistance Center of 21 years,

· Founder and President of the Woodside Anti-Crime Committee of the Woodside Volunteer Auxiliary Police,

· Founder and President of the Woodside Block Association for 10 years,

· President of the Woodside Civilian Patrol,

· President of the John Toomey Memorial Fund which delivers food to the needy for 10 years,

· Fund raiser for the St. Sebastian’s Church building fund and Chairman of the drive to raise funds for the Parish Center,

· Chairman of the fund-raising drive for the Woodside Vietnam Monument,

· Member of the Board of Directors of the Bulova School for the Handicapped for six years; along with many more accomplishments.

In 1989, Edward Fowley was recognized for his charitable endeavors by John Cardinal O’Connor by being invested as a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.

Queens Community Board No. 2 is in support of this proposed street designation.  

Appended to this report is a copy of Dennis Duggan’s column printed in the November 23, 1999 edition of Newsday entitled “A Giant in Woodside”.  

ISP/lc

Preconsidered Int. No. ____

06-22-00

A:precon rpt fowley.doc (ISP disc 2000B)

