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	RES. NO. 346-A
	By Council Members Williams, Riley, Stevens, Restler, Joseph, Farías, Abreu, Louis, Ossé, Rivera, Sanchez, Nurse, Brewer, Cabán, Avilés, De La Rosa and Krishnan


	TITLE:
	A Resolution recognizing the contributions of Hip Hop to arts and culture by designating August 11 as Hip Hop Celebration Day, August as Hip Hop Recognition Month, and November as Hip Hop History Month annually in the City of New York



	RES. NO. 415-A
	By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Schulman, Farías, Ung, Hanks, Brannan, Marte, Menin, Paladino, Vernikov, Borelli, Carr, Kagan and Dinowitz


	TITLE:
	A Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the September 11 Day of Remembrance Act



	RES. NO. 450-A
	By Council Members Williams, Stevens, Riley, Louis, Joseph, Farías, Hudson, Ossé Rivera, Nurse, Cabán, Avilés, De La Rosa and Krishnan


	TITLE:
	A Resolution recognizing the contributions of Def Jam to the music industry and to music lovers everywhere by designating January 2024 as Def Jam Recognition Month in the City of New York



On Thursday, September 14, 2023, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Chi Ossé, held a hearing and vote on Resolution Number (Res. No.) 415-A, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the September 11 Day of Remembrance Act. No testimony was provided by the public.
The Committee also held a vote on Res. No. 346-A, sponsored by Council Member Nantasha Williams, recognizing the contributions of Hip Hop to arts and culture by designating August 11 as Hip Hop Celebration Day, August as Hip Hop Recognition Month, and November as Hip Hop History Month annually in the City of New York, and on Res. No. 450-A, also sponsored by Council Member Williams, recognizing the contributions of Def Jam to the music industry and to music lovers everywhere by designating January 2024 as Def Jam Recognition Month in the City of New York, which were originally heard on June 7, 2023, with public testimony provided by community groups and other organizations.
The Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations passed all three pieces of legislation by a vote of eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions.



	Res. No. 346-A

Resolution recognizing the contributions of Hip Hop to arts and culture by designating August 11 as Hip Hop Celebration Day, August as Hip Hop Recognition Month, and November as Hip Hop History Month annually in the City of New York.

By Council Members Williams, Riley, Stevens, Restler, Joseph, Farías, Abreu, Louis, Ossé, Rivera, Sanchez, Nurse, Brewer, Cabán, Avilés, De La Rosa and Krishnan

Whereas, DJ Kool Herc introduced his innovative DJing skills on two turntables in the Bronx on August 11, 1973, officially giving birth to the music of Hip Hop culture; and
Whereas, Rappers added their poetry to the DJs’ beats, giving the crowd a look into the often hard realities of their lives and their hopes for the future; and 
Whereas, Masters of ceremonies (MCs) commanded the mics to reach out to the audience to keep the parties going, before adding their own freestyle talents to the mix; and
Whereas, Break-boys (b-boys) and break-girls (b-girls) created a new style of dancing and brought it to the streets, making breaking an integral part of the culture; and 
Whereas, Graffiti writers decorated urban spaces in their own unique styles, sometimes risking their own safety and the wrath of law enforcement and property owners; and 
Whereas, Hip Hop culture produced artists who honed their talents in theater and literature, telling their stories of race, class, gender, activism, and empowerment; and 
Whereas, Hip Hop preaches, through some of its greatest voices, the values of community, freedom, justice, peace, self-respect, and respect for others; and 
Whereas, Hip Hop began with performers and supporters in the Black and Caribbean communities in New York City (NYC), including especially NYC’s Puerto Rican community, but expanded rapidly to embrace people of many races, ethnicities, religions, and socioeconomic statuses; and 
Whereas, Hip Hop performers have built a multi-billion dollar industry, which contributes to the health of NYC’s economy; and 
Whereas, Hip Hop performers are well known for giving back to the NYC communities they come from, often providing charitable contributions and words of support to NYC residents in need, including to NYC’s schoolchildren; and 
Whereas, In 2021, the United States (U.S.) Senate passed Resolution 331, designating August 11, 2021 as Hip Hop Celebration Day; the month of August 2021 as Hip Hop Recognition Month; and the month of November 2021 as Hip Hop History Month; and
Whereas, Hip Hop culture, on the occasion of its official 50th anniversary in 2023, continues to thrive throughout NYC, across the U.S., and around the world; and 
Whereas, The designation of annual celebrations to commemorate the early days of Hip Hop culture in NYC honors the positive impact that Hip Hop has had and continues to have on NYC communities and commerce; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the contributions of Hip Hop to arts and culture by designating August 11 as Hip Hop Celebration Day, August as Hip Hop Recognition Month, and November as Hip Hop History Month annually in the City of New York.
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Res. No. 415-A

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the September 11 Day of Remembrance Act.

By Council Members Ariola, Yeger, Schulman, Farías, Ung, Hanks, Brannan, Marte, Menin, Paladino, Vernikov, Borelli, Carr, Kagan and Dinowitz

Whereas, Although the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 on the World Trade Center in New York City (NYC), at the Pentagon in our nation’s capital, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, were the deadliest terror attacks ever launched against our nation, the people of the United States (US) stood united against the terrorists and in support of the attacks’ immediate and long-term victims, including by joining the US military to remind the world of our strength of character; and 
Whereas, The September 11 Day of Remembrance Act (S.1472/H.R.2382), sponsored by US Senator Marsha Blackburn and US Representative Michael Lawler, calls for September 11 to be designated as a legal public holiday; and
Whereas, NYC residents have a lasting special connection to that never-to-be-forgotten day, whether as private citizens who observed the collapse of the Twin Towers, or as heroic first responders who rushed to the site without regard for their own safety, or as family members and friends of those who perished at that site; and
Whereas, A generation of Americans is now too young to remember the events of September 11 firsthand, though it continues to shape their lives in so many ways; and
Whereas, Thousands of NYC children and youth are part of the generation that were born into families of September 11 victims, but never knew their family members taken so senselessly; and 
Whereas, Establishing September 11 as a federal holiday allows Americans to set aside school and work for one day in order to give younger and older Americans—as well as future generations—time to reflect on the meaning and lasting effects of the terrorist attacks of September 11; and 
Whereas, Establishing September 11 as an official Day of Remembrance would go beyond establishing it as Patriot Day, as designated in the joint resolution of the US Congress (H.J. Res. 71) on December 18, 2001, which calls on the President to issue a yearly proclamation, including the observance of a moment of silence and the flying of flags at half-staff; and 
Whereas, An official Day of Remembrance would go beyond Public Law No. 111-13 (April 21, 2019), in which the US Congress requested that September 11 be recognized each year as a National Day of Service and Remembrance to demonstrate the compassion and selflessness of the American people as they serve others in need; and 
Whereas, An official Day of Remembrance would go beyond New York State’s current legislation (S.4166A/A.1801B), signed by Governor Andrew Cuomo in 2019, which allows for a moment of silence in schools to commemorate the terrorist attacks and encourage classroom discussion; and 
Whereas, An official Day of Remembrance gives all New Yorkers time to honor the almost 3,000 innocent victims, including hundreds of first responders, who died on September 11 and allows family members, in particular, quiet time to grieve the continued loss of loved ones; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the September 11 Day of Remembrance Act.
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Res. No. 450-A

Resolution recognizing the contributions of Def Jam to the music industry and to music lovers everywhere by designating January 2024 as Def Jam Recognition Month in the City of New York.

By Council Members Williams, Stevens, Riley, Louis, Joseph, Farías, Hudson, Ossé Rivera, Nurse, Cabán, Avilés, De La Rosa and Krishnan

Whereas, Rick Rubin began recording rap music in his dorm room at the Weinstein Residence Hall of New York University and gave birth to Def Jam Recordings (Def Jam), using a loan from his parents to get the company started; and
Whereas, Rubin soon joined with Russell Simmons, who brought his business expertise as a prominent figure in the Hip Hop scene and as the already-established manager of Run DMC, the renowned rap trio from Hollis, Queens; and 
Whereas, Rubin and Simmons, both just in their twenties, launched Def Jam from New York City (NYC) to eventual worldwide acclaim, along with the careers of many of the label’s iconic artists; and 
Whereas, Rubin found innovative ways to get the energy and sound of live Hip Hop into the songs and albums he produced; and 
Whereas, Simmons strove for authenticity for his artists and their music, using the slogan “keeping it real” to characterize who the artists were and what they wanted to say in their music; and 
Whereas, Rubin and Simmons began by recording local talent, who became a who’s who of rap royalty; and 
Whereas, LL Cool J, a 17-year-old from Queens, was one of Def Jam’s earliest artists, releasing his single “I Need a Beat” in 1984, marking the official launch of Def Jam, and his debut album Radio in 1985 and going on to become one of the first rappers to earn mainstream success; and 
Whereas, The Beastie Boys, a trio of Jewish white rappers from Long Island, who brought Hip Hop to the suburbs, also signed early with Def Jam and released their single “Rock Hard” in 1984 and their first album Licensed to Ill in 1986, which became the best-selling rap album of the 1980s; and 
Whereas, Def Jam signed Public Enemy, also hailing from Long Island, in the late 1980s, giving voice to the social and political concerns of African Americans and ensuring Public Enemy’s significant and lasting influence on rap music; and
Whereas, Even though Rubin left Def Jam in 1988 and Simmons left in 1999, the pre-eminence of Def Jam (through a variety of corporate entities over the years) did not wane as it added new executives and some of the music industry’s biggest artists over the next four decades, including JAY-Z, DMX, Ja Rule, Method Man & Redman, Ludacris, Rihanna, Jeezy, Kanye West, Justin Bieber, Logic, Pusha T, Jadakiss, Vince Staples, Jeremih, Big Sean, YG, 2 Chainz, Dave East, and Jhené Aiko; and  
Whereas, Def Jam has promoted artists of various racial and ethnic backgrounds and has brought their music to people of all demographics nationwide and worldwide; and 
Whereas, Def Jam has contributed substantially to the health of the music industry and the economy of NYC; and 
Whereas, Def Jam continues to thrive as it enters its 40th year in 2024, producing new music with up-and-coming artists, who will take their places alongside the pioneers who began their careers with Def Jam decades ago; and 
Whereas, The designation of Def Jam Recognition Month commemorates Rubin’s pioneering producing and Simmons’s business acumen and the impact that they had on the music industry and continue to have on fans everywhere; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the contributions of Def Jam to the music industry and to music lovers everywhere by designating January 2024 as Def Jam Recognition Month in the City of New York.
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