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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on certain repair work done by the department of transportation.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-154. 
INTRODUCTION

On November 1, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 629, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on certain repair work done by the department of transportation.  This bill would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to provide to the City Council and place in the Mayor’s Management Report specific information regarding potholes.

This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Witnesses expected to provide testimony at the hearing include representatives of the DOT, as well as interested community and civic leaders. 
BACKGROUND

On March 3, 2011, the City Council’s Committee on Transportation held an oversight hearing “Oversight: Examining the State of Repair of the City’s Roads.” Among other issues, the March 3 hearing addressed the growing problem of potholes in New York City. New York City Department of Transportation employs over 4,000 workers and manages nearly 5,800 miles of streets, sidewalks, and highways and 789 bridges, including six tunnels.
POTHOLE REPAIR


Over the past 5 years, there has been an 11 percent rise in the number of potholes repaired in New York City.
 During the same period the number of days it takes the DOT to fill a pothole has gone up 52 percent.
 The rise in potholes and the increase in the number of days it takes to fill a pothole have created numerous problems for the City, motorists, and other users of the roads. In particular the increase in the time it takes to fill a pothole creates potential liability for the City, since by law the city has 15 days from the time a complaint is filed to fill a pothole. Pursuant to the Administrative Code § 7-201(c)(2), if a pothole is not filled within 15 days the City may become liable for damages to people and property.     


While the overall trend over the past 5 years has been an increase in the days it takes to fix potholes, 2011 saw a particularly dramatic increase, from 5.6 days in 2010 to 10.8 days in 2011.
 According to the 2011 Mayor’s Management Report, the blizzard of 2011 forced DOT to divert resources to other needs and made it difficult to respond to an increase in potholes.
 In addition to the intense weather conditions, the effort to address potholes was further hampered by a DOT furlough that resulted in 555 DOT road repair personnel being taken off the job.
 Due to increased demand for road repairs the furlough had to be cancelled at an additional cost of $2 million to the City for staff and pothole repairs.
 
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 629 would amend subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-154, entitled “Potholes.”  New section 19-154 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to report quarterly to the City Council and place in the Mayor’s Management Report for the relevant fiscal year certain information related to pothole repair, to wit: (i) the number of pothole complaints received by the DOT; (ii) the time period the  DOT uses as a target for repairing potholes; (iii) the number of potholes repaired; (iv) the percentage of pothole repairs completed within the target period; and (v) the percentage of potholes repaired within fifteen days of the complaint.
Section two of Int. No. 567 states that the local law takes effect sixty days following enactment. 

Int. No. 629

By Council Members Vacca, Koo, Garodnick, Cabrera, Comrie, James, Lander and Nelson

 A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on certain repair work by the department of transportation.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-154 to read as follows:

§ 19-154 Potholes. The commissioner shall report to the council quarterly and the mayor shall include in the preliminary mayor's management report and the mayor's management report for the relevant fiscal year, the number of pothole complaints received by the department, the time period the department uses as a target for completing repairs of potholes, the number of potholes repaired, the percentage of pothole repairs completed within the target period and the percentage of potholes repaired within fifteen days of the complaint. 

§2. This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.
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� This information was derived from statistics provided in the Mayor’s Management Report. See Mayor’s Management Report. September 2011, page 66. 
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