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	By Council Member Abreu

	SLR # 0011-2022:
	S.9120A (Sepúlveda)
A.10443 (Benedetto)

	TITLE:
	AN ACT to authorize the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York


I. BACKGROUND
	This bill would authorize New York City to alienate certain parcels of land to enable the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) to make critical improvements related to Penn Station Access Project, which would enable Metro-North passengers to travel directly into Penn Station. State law provides that parkland is inalienable property of the City and that it cannot be alienated without a special law authorizing the alienation. This bill would authorize the City to alienate certain parkland in the Bronx for use by the MTA to improve transportation options.  
	After enactment of this law, MTA would then be required to request the disposition of such City-owned property to the MTA pursuant to the Public Authorities Law.  Such requests would be subject to the advisory opinions of affected community boards and public hearings before the Council, and Council approval.  
	Currently, Metro-North train passengers are limited to traveling to Grand Central Terminal, and can only reach the west side through some combination of walking, taxi, bus or subway, each of which presents its own obstacles of time, cost and inconvenience. The Penn Station Access Project would allow commuters and other train passengers in the northern suburbs of the New York City metropolitan area and Connecticut to access the west side of midtown Manhattan more easily by bringing Metro-North trains directly into Penn Station.
	The SLR passed with 5 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and no abstentions.
II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one would authorize the City to discontinue the park land described in section three of the bill to implement the Penn Station Access Project.
	Section two requires the MTA to pay fair market value to the City for the park land that will be used, and establishes the relevant processes. The value and payment would be determined after the City grants the MTA easements over the required park land pursuant to the provisions of Section 1266(12-a) of the Public Authorities Law, as it may apply.
	Section three describes the specific portions of park land that would be discontinued.
	Section four authorizes the MTA to transfer of some or all easements to the National Railroad Passenger Corporation as necessary.
	Section five provides for compliance with federal law, to the extent applicable.
	Section six of this bill is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Sepúlveda, S.9120A, and Assembly Member Benedetto, A.10443, “AN ACT to authorize the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York”
By Council Member Abreu
	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Sepúlveda, S.9120A, and Assembly Member Benedetto, A.10443, “AN ACT to authorize the city of New York to discontinue a portion of real property in the county of the Bronx as parkland and to grant easements for improvements to the railroad right-of-way to bring Metro-North railroad service to four new stations in the Bronx and to Pennsylvania Station in the county of New York”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
	Referred to the Committee on State and Federal Legislation. 
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