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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to "rounding up" parking time.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-167.4.
INTRODUCTION

On October 29, 2014, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member 

Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 383, which would require rounding up of time at muni-meters. This will be the first hearing on this bill. The Committee expects to hear testimony from the Department of Transportation, as well as transit advocates and other interested stakeholders. 
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation is responsible for the operation and maintenance of 6,000 miles of streets and highways.
 Additionally, the City Charter grants DOT responsibility for the installation and operation of on-street parking meters, including muni-meters.
 In recent years, the DOT has undertaken the task of upgrading street meters to muni-meters. The new “muni-meters” are intended to make paying for parking easier and more convenient. 

However, there have been problems associated with the operation of muni-meters. The Council has addressed some of these issues by holding hearings and adopting legislation. One area identified as potential concern deals with overpayment of time at muni-meters.
 For instance, if a driver parks at 6:20 PM, and pays 50 cents, they would have bought parking until 6:50 PM, assuming that the muni-meter has a rate of 25 cents for every 15 minutes and is in effect until 7:00 PM. However, they would still need to purchase an additional 10 minutes of parking and the only way to do so would be to deposit another 25 cents, which would be, in effect, an overpayment for just 10 minutes worth of time.

The proposed bill would allow the muni-meter to round up to the next allowed unit of time. In the above example, the driver who purchases 30 minutes of time at 6:20 PM would automatically receive an additional 10 minutes of time to 7:00 PM. 

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 383 provides that the local law would state that muni-meter time shall not be required to be purchased where the next unit of time would go beyond the time that muni-meter requirements end at a location, wherein the prior unit of purchased time would be automatically rounded up and extend to the time that muni-meter requirements end, with the receipt displaying such end time; provided, however, the section would not apply where no prior units of time have been purchased, or where the time shown on the muni-meter receipt would extend beyond the maximum time allowed to be purchased at such location as denoted by sign.  The local law would also define "muni-meter" to mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's dashboard.
Section two of Int. No. 383 states that the local law would take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law. 

Int. No. 383
 

By Council Members Ignizio, Rodriguez, Matteo, Arroyo, Cabrera, Cohen, Constantinides, Cumbo, Deutsch, Espinal, Greenfield, King, Koo, Lancman, Mealy, Palma, Richards, Rose, Ulrich, Vacca, Vallone, Weprin, Eugene, Gentile and Koslowitz
 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to "rounding up" parking time.
 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1.  Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-167.4 to read as follows:
      §19-167.4 "Rounding up" muni-meter time.  Muni-meter time shall not be required to be purchased where the next unit of time would go beyond the time that muni-meter requirements end at a location, wherein the prior unit of purchased time shall be automatically rounded up and extend to the time that muni-meter requirements end, with the receipt displaying such end time; provided, however, this section shall not apply where no prior units of time have been purchased, or where the time shown on the muni-meter receipt would extend being the maximum time allowed to be purchased at such location as denoted by sign.  For the purposes of this section, the term "muni-meter" shall mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's dashboard.
§ 2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days following enactment into law.
� Mayor’s Management Report , Fiscal 2014, at 229, available at  http://www.nyc.gov/html/ops/downloads/pdf/mmr2014/dot.pdf.


� New York City Charter § 2903(a)(13)


� See Jillian Jorgensen, Legislation would require muni-meters to “round up” at the end of parking regulations, STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, June 11, 2014, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2014/06/legislation_would_require_muni.html" �http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2014/06/legislation_would_require_muni.html�. See also Yaav Gonen, City introducing bill to allow grace period at muni-meters, NEW YORK POST, June 10, 2014, available at http://nypost.com/2014/06/10/city-introducing-bill-to-allow-grace-period-at-muni-meters/ 
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