Res. No. 647
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Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass legislation to permit New York City to enact a local law to provide applicants who pass the firefighter civil service exam with a five point credit on their exam score if they received a diploma from a high school in the City of New York or obtained their General Educational Development credential in City of New York after attending a New York City high school for at least three years, and to eliminate the current credit for New York City residents. 

..Body

By Council Members Comrie, Greenfield, Arroyo, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Mealy, Mendez, Rose, Seabrook, Vann, Williams and Jackson

Whereas, The New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”) responds to more than 276,000 fire and non-fire related emergencies and more than 1.2 million medical emergencies each year; and



Whereas, The FDNY has approximately 11,200 uniformed fire personnel representing the Department; and

Whereas, The FDNY is the least racially diverse fire department in any major city in the United States and the least diverse agency in the City; and

Whereas, Although more than half of New York City’s 8.2 million residents belong to a racial or ethnic minority, the FDNY’s representation of Black and Hispanic personnel constitutes only nine percent; and

Whereas, In other major U.S. cities, such as Los Angeles and Philadelphia, the representation of Black and Hispanic firefighters are 44% and 29%, respectively; and

Whereas, Despite minority recruitment drives dating back to 1994, the FDNY is still approximately 87% White; and 

Whereas, The current racial minority composition of the FDNY is 3.8% Black, 7.8% Hispanic, 0.9% Asian; and

Whereas, Notwithstanding the FDNY’s efforts to increase minority recruitment, the number of Black firefighters has actually decreased from approximately 6% of the force roughly two decades ago; and

Whereas, The current racial composition of the FDNY fails to come close to reflecting the diversity of New York City, which as of the last available U.S. Census data had a population that is approximately 27% Black, 27% Hispanic and 10% Asian; and

Whereas, The New York City Department of Administrative Services (“DCAS”) is charged with administering all civil service exams for New York City agencies by New York State law and the New York City Charter; and

Whereas, Currently DCAS offers bonus points to applicants of the firefighter civil service exam based on residency; and

Whereas, Unlike the residency requirement, which is subject to potential fraud or change of circumstances, a point credit based on graduating or obtaining a General Educational Development (“GED”) credential in New York after attending a New York City high school for three years is easy to verify; and 

Whereas, Unlike the residency point credit, FDNY applicants who graduated from New York City high schools or obtained their GED credential in New York City have a high likelihood of having a bona fide connection to New York City; and 


Whereas, The scope of New York City’s land area encompasses approximately 322 square miles and contains 578 miles of shoreline; and


Whereas, Living in New York City and attending high school within the five boroughs helps individuals familiarize themselves with, among other things, the city’s neighborhoods, topography, infrastructure, and layout; and


 Whereas, If publicized, the New York City high school or GED point credit will be a useful tool for recruiting minorities to take the firefighter civil service exam; and

Whereas, Instead of awarding points based on New York City residency as is the current practice, the awarding of a five point credit for applicants with a New York City high school diploma or GED credential after attending a New York City high school for three years would help to make the FDNY more diverse because graduates of New York City high schools and those with GED credentials from New York City are representative of the racial diversity of the city; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass legislation to permit New York City to enact a local law to provide applicants who pass the firefighter civil service exam with a five point credit on their exam score if they received a diploma from a high school in the City of New York or obtained their General Educational Development credential in City of New York after attending a New York City high school for at least three years, and to eliminate the current credit for New York City residents.
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