Res. No. 477
..Title

Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, H.R.5228 and H.R.5752, to strengthen the authorities of the Food and Drug Administration to address the importation of certain drugs.
..Body

By Council Member Holden 
Whereas, Opioid abuse and death are at epidemic levels in the United States (U.S.), and, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, nearly 64,000 people died of drug overdoses in America in 2016; and

Whereas, According to New York City’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), overdose deaths in New York City remained at epidemic levels in 2017, and every 7 hours someone in New York City dies from a drug overdose; and

Whereas, An estimated 1,441 people died in New York City from drug overdose in 2017, surpassing the amount of deaths due to overdose in 2016; and 

Whereas, Of those who died from opioid overdose in 2016 in New York City, only 18 percent involved prescription opioid painkillers; and 

Whereas, More Americans are dying from synthetic opioids, and, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), synthetic opioid overdose deaths rose more than 72% from 2014 to 2015, and many of those deaths were due to illicit fentanyl; and  

Whereas, According to the House Committee on Energy & Commerce, the use of internationally manufactured synthetic opioids have sharply increased over the last five years and were responsible for 20,000 overdoses in 2016; and 

Whereas, The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is tasked with monitoring FDA-regulated products arriving at the nation’s international mail facilities (IMFs) to  prevent unsafe, counterfeit, and unapproved products from entering the country; and

Whereas, According to a January 2018 report by the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, from 2013 to 2015 the number of packages processed by IMFs nearly doubled, and the nine IMFs located throughout the U.S. are now receiving more than 275 million packages a year combined; and

Whereas, According to the FDA, from the end of September 2017 through January 2018, 376 of about 5,800 suspicious packages that the FDA was tasked with inspecting contained controlled substances, including opioids, and were referred back to Customs and Border Protection for seizure; and 

Whereas, According to the FDA, it is estimated that they are only able to physically inspect less than 0.06 percent of the packages that are presumed to contain drug products that are shipped through the IMFs; and 

Whereas, The FDA requires additional resources in order to inspect more packages, and would benefit from more power and decision-making capability; and 

Whereas, H.R.5228, otherwise known as the SCREEN Act, sponsored by Rep. Frank Pallone, will provide the FDA with stronger recall and seizure authority to disrupt the entry of counterfeit and illicit drugs through IMFs partly by allowing the FDA to order any person who distributes a drug that may cause serious adverse health effects or death to immediately cease distribution, and by providing the FDA with the authority to treat all drug products from a single manufacturer, distributor, or importer the same if that entity has a pattern of offering adulterated or misbranded drugs for import; and 
Whereas, The SCREEN Act will also increase funding to the FDA to go towards addressing the opioid crisis, including increasing funding at the IMFs; and

Whereas, H.R.5752, otherwise known as the Stop Illicit Drug Importation Act of 2018, sponsored by Rep. Marsha Blackburn, will streamline and enhance the FDA’s tools to intercept illegal products by increasing the FDA’s ability to seize drugs that are of concern and debar particular individuals who import concerning substances; and 
Whereas, Both bills will assist with the opioid crisis by supporting the FDA which will increase the FDA’s ability to search articles and prevent dangerous substances from entering the U.S.; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, H.R.5228 and H.R.5752, to strengthen the authorities of the Food and Drug Administration to address the importation of certain drugs.
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