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By Council Members Gentile, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, Palma and Weprin

 
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation  to improving demarcations and signage at all pedestrian crosswalks and requiring demarcation of pedestrian crosswalks that connect with curb cuts. 

.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Subchapter 1 of Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-111

INTRODUCTION
On April 10,  2005, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu,  will hold a hearing on Int. No. 217.  This bill would amend subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-111.  The bill would require the improvement of demarcations and signage at all pedestrian curb cuts and require demarcations of pedestrian crosswalks that connect with curb cuts.  

BACKGROUND


While one of the hallmarks of New York City is its pedestrian traffic,  motorists competing for scarce parking space is also a way of life in the City’s residential and commercial areas.   Curb cuts are designed to leave sidewalk clearances for pedestrians who are walking or using a wheelchair or other wheeled vehicles such as baby carriages as they cross the street.  However, pedestrian traffic flow may be obstructed by vehicles parked partially along curb cuts due to the absence of  clear demarcation of these cuts.   In addition, the lack of visibility of curb cuts at night can be an issue to pedestrians, particularly wheelchair bound New Yorkers who must take the time to navigate the curb cut.  This has raised questions as to whether the City should thoroughly demarcate curb cuts as well as crosswalks at adjoining curb cuts.  


In August 2005, the Bay Ridge Consumer Federation released the results of a survey conducted in the local community that supported the claim that people cannot see the curb cuts.  The survey also found that while the City’s Department of Transportation (“DOT”) had built pedestrian ramps to make it easier for handicapped people to cross the street at mid-block, those curb cuts are as difficult to see as those located at intersections.  In addition, there were no crosswalk markings in the street or any signage indicating where these ramps are.  Drivers were also said to not see the edges of the pedestrian ramps and consequently parked their cars along them and are ultimately issued violations.
  


The intent of the proposed local law is to ensure that all crosswalks, as well as any corresponding approved curb cuts of the DOT, are clearly marked and visible.  Such markings would be made to assist pedestrians, especially the elderly and the disabled community.   In addition, it is anticipated that motorists would less likely be subjected to fines that resulted from parking at the curb cut.

ANALYSIS

Section one of the bill amends Subchapter 1 of Chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-111 entitled “Crosswalks and curb cuts.”  Subdivision (a) of the bill requires the DOT or its contractors to demarcate all pedestrian crosswalks with painted lines of a conspicuous and consistent color.  The subdivision requires the lines demarcating these crosswalks to be connected with the corresponding ends of the pedestrian curb cuts, where the respective pedestrian curb cuts have been constructed with the authorization of the DOT.  This subdivision also requires that the pedestrian curb cuts and crosswalks be clearly marked in a conspicuous and consistent color that is visible to pedestrians, motorists, and persons operating other modes of transportation. 

Subdivision (b) would require that within one week of completing the construction of any pedestrian curb cut, the DOT or its contractors complete the painting of lines demarcating a crosswalk including the connecting of such lines to the pedestrian curb cuts and complete the painting of the authorized curb cut.
Subdivision (c) would require the DOT to include in its contracts, where applicable, a requirement that the contractor comply with the provisions of subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section.

 Subdivision (d) would require that the Commissioner of the DOT compile a list of all pedestrian crosswalks and curb cuts that are demarcated in accordance with subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section.  Within five days of the painting or repainting of the demarcation of a crosswalk or curb cut authorized by the department, the DOT commissioner would add the respective crosswalk and curb cut to the list.

Subdivision (e) would impose a separate civil penalty of five hundred dollars for a contractor’s failure to comply with each requirement of subdivisions (a) and (b), where the contract imposes such an obligation.

Subdivision (f) would require the Commissioner of the DOT, pursuant to section one of the bill, to inspect on a regular basis pedestrian crosswalks and authorized curb cuts to determine if there is a need to repaint or repair any deterioration of such crosswalks or curb cuts.   The DOT would also be required to consider comments from the public that specified pedestrian crosswalks and authorized curb cuts are not clearly marked or have markings that are fading or deteriorating.  Within ten days of monitoring the site of receiving public comments, the DOT would be required to determine whether to demarcate any such crosswalk or curb cut.   The subdivision would also require that, where applicable, the demarcation is performed within one week of the respective determination.   

Section 2 of the bill would require the local law to take effect immediately after its enactment into law and would also apply to all contracts in effect as of twenty-one days prior to the enactment of the law.  (Section 2 of the bill was inadvertently labeled as section 3.   This will be corrected in any future version of the bill.)

� Paul Katinas, Civic Group Charges:  Crazy Crosswalks Confuses Walkers,” Home Report and Sunset News, August 5, 2005.
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