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Title:
Resolution calling on the United States Department of Homeland Security to expedite the adjustment of immigration status of immigrants serving in the United States Armed Forces and to halt deportations of immigrants who are active duty service members or who have been honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces.
Resolution No. 1923:   
By Council Member Eugene, Barron, Brewer, Chin, Dromm,   


            Jackson, James, Koo, Koppell, Mendez, Williams and Rodriguez
Title:
Resolution urging the federal government to pass legislation that will establish a pathway to citizenship for Temporary Protected Status beneficiaries.
I.
Introduction

On Friday, November 15, 2013, the Committee on Immigration, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, and the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Mathieu Eugene, will hold a joint hearing on Resolution Number 1536 (“Res. No. 1536”), a Resolution calling on the United States Department of Homeland Security to expedite the adjustment of immigration status of immigrants serving in the United States Armed Forces and to halt deportations of immigrants who are active duty service members or who have been honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces, and Resolution Number 1923 (“Res. No. 1923”), a Resolution urging the federal government to pass legislation that will establish a pathway to citizenship for Temporary Protected Status beneficiaries. Those invited to testify include immigration legal practitioners, and immigrant and veteran advocates. 
II.
Res. No. 1536
Service in one of the branches of the United States (“U.S.”) military offers immigrants an expedited path to citizenship.  As of May 2012, approximately 24,000 non-citizens were serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forced, with about 5,000 non-citizens enlisting each year.
  Between September 2002 and May 2013, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (“USCIS”) granted citizenship to 89,095 immigrant service members.

Immigrants between the ages of 17 and 35 are eligible to join the U.S. Armed Forces as non-enlisted service members if they are legally residing in the U.S.; possess an Immigration and Naturalization Service Alien Registration Card, commonly known as a Green Card; and can establish English fluency.
  Non-citizens have long been recruited by the U.S. military,
 and in 2009 the U.S. Department of Defense acknowledged the important role immigrants play in the U.S. Armed Forces with the announcement of a program designed to enlist non-citizens with temporary visas for positions in the fields of medical care, languages, and field intelligence analysis.
  This program, known as the Military Accessions Vital to National Interest Recruitment pilot, was extended in May 2012 to run through 2014.
  

However, despite their significant contributions to the U.S. Armed Forces, immigrant service members and veterans still encounter obstacles due to their lack U.S. citizenship. In New York City, immigrant service members cannot apply to become a firefighter
 or a police officer
   because they are not U.S. citizens.  Further, they are prohibited from participating in federal elections or serving on a federal jury.  Immigrant service members may also be subject to deportation as a result of an arrest and there is no form of immigration relief available to help this population.
  
Res. No. 1536 calls on the United States Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) to expedite the adjustment of immigration status of immigrants serving in the U.S. Armed Forces and to halt the deportation of immigrants who are active duty service members or who have been honorably discharged from the U.S. Armed Forces.  The resolution states that volunteering in the U.S. Armed Forces demonstrates a clear commitment and devotion to the U.S., that these immigrants should not be subject to deportation and that their application for naturalization should be expedited.  The resolution declares that the provision of a pathway to citizenship for both documented and undocumented immigrants who served in the U.S. Armed Forces is essential for such individuals to apply for certain jobs, vote in federal elections, and live without the fear of deportation after their retirement or after being honorably discharged from the U.S. Armed Forces. 
III.
Res. No. 1923
The Secretary of DHS may designate a country for Temporary Protected Status (“TPS”) when conditions in that country prevent its nationals from returning.
  A country may be designated for TPS if there has been a natural disaster or an epidemic, an ongoing armed conflict, or other extraordinary conditions.
  An immigrant is only eligible for TPS benefits if he or she (i) is a national of one of the designated countries; (ii) establishes a continuous physical presence and continuous residence in the U.S.; (iii) is not subject to one of the criminal, security related, or other bars to TPS; and (iv) applies for TPS benefits in a timely manner.
  A TPS applicant is automatically ineligible for TPS if he or she has been convicted of a felony or two or more misdemeanors committed in the U.S.
 A country’s TPS designation may only last for six to 18 months, with the possibility of an extension.
  TPS beneficiaries are not removable from the United States and cannot be detained by DHS on the basis of his or her immigration status.  Additionally, TPS beneficiaries may obtain work authorization, and may be granted travel authorization.
  Although TPS beneficiaries may apply for nonimmigrant status
 or some other forms of immigration relief, they will not be eligible for lawful permanent resident
 status or U.S. citizenship.
  The following countries are currently designated for TPS: El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, and Syria.
  DHS has granted TPS to nearly 300,000 immigrants from these countries.
  

Res. No. 1923 urges the federal government to pass legislation that will establish a pathway to citizenship for recipients of TPS.  The resolution calls for the passage of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act (S. 744/H.R. 1417), a comprehensive immigration reform bill, since it would provide a pathway to citizenship, among other benefits, to beneficiaries of TPS.  The resolution makes it clear that without the passage of a comprehensive immigration reform bill, TPS holders would continue to be left with very few, if any, options to secure U.S. citizenship.  In light of the significant contributions that TPS beneficiaries, make to the City’s economy and their ties to their respective communities, Res. No. 1923 calls for a pathway to citizenship to be provided to these immigrants. 
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Whereas, According to the 2010 United States Census, more than a third of all residents of New York City, approximately three million people, are foreign born, representing countries throughout the world; and
Whereas, In a time in which national military service members are in great need, immigrants who volunteer are an integral part of our country's military; and
Whereas, According to a report by the Immigration Policy Center, entitled Immigrants in the Military Eight Years After 9/11 ("the Report"), as of 2009, nationally, more than 100,000 immigrants were in active duty in the United States Armed Forces; and
Whereas, Furthermore, of those 100,000 immigrants, approximately 12 percent were undocumented; and
Whereas, According to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services ("USCIS"), members of the U.S. Armed Forces include those serving in either the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, certain Reserve components of the National Guard, and the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve; and
Whereas, Thousands of immigrants join the U.S. Armed Forces each year, serving in Iraq, Afghanistan and other locations across the globe; and
Whereas, Volunteering in the Armed Forces demonstrates a clear commitment and devotion to the United States, which is deserving of our respect and honor as a city, state, and country; and
Whereas, However, membership in the U.S. Armed Forces does not automatically grant non-citizen immigrants U.S. citizenship status and, like all applicants, active duty service members must meet certain requirements; and
Whereas, Presidential Executive Order No. 13269 of 2002, entitled Expedited Naturalization of Aliens and Noncitizen Nationals Serving in Active-Duty Status During the War on Terrorism,  allows non-citizens on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces, who served at any time during a specified period of hostility, beginning September 11, 2001, to immediately apply for naturalization; and
Whereas, According to the Report, despite this expedited citizenship process, many immigrants who served in the U.S. Armed Forces during this period of hostility continue to have long waits for their naturalization applications to be processed; and
Whereas, The Report states it generally takes five years before a legal immigrant can apply to become a citizen, and three years for those immigrants in the military, depending on various circumstances; and
Whereas, Non-citizen immigrants are allowed to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces in order to show their appreciation, support and commitment to this country,  even though veterans must wait a lengthy amount of time to be deemed citizens of this country; and
Whereas, According to USCIS, part of the process of granting a person citizenship involves the government identifying an individual as having good moral character, even after being in the service; and
Whereas, The goal of many immigrants is to become naturalized U.S. citizens so they can take advantage of the opportunities available in this country and offer their skills to the nation; and
Whereas, In order to be eligible for certain New York City positions, such as police officers, fire fighters, or other professions, veterans must be U.S. citizens; and
Whereas, Non-citizen immigrants should no longer be denied the rights and privileges of U.S. citizenship after proving their devotion to this nation by serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Department of Homeland Security to expedite the adjustment of immigration status of immigrants serving in the United States Armed Forces and to halt deportations of immigrants who are active duty service members or who have been honorably discharged from the United States Armed Forces.
 

_____
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Whereas, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a temporary immigration status granted to eligible nationals of designated countries; and
Whereas, The Secretary of the United States Department of Homeland Security may grant TPS to immigrants in the United States who are momentarily unable to securely return to their home countries due to ongoing armed conflict, the temporary effects of an environmental disaster, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions, and such immigrants may not be removed from the United States during the period in which such status is in effect; and
Whereas, For example, on January 12, 2010, Haiti was struck  by a 7.0 magnitude earthquake, the aftermath of which caused political unrest,  unsanitary conditions, the outbreak of cholera, and extensive damage to the country's infrastructure; and
Whereas, In an effort to provide humanitarian relief to Haiti, on January 21, 2010, President Barack Obama granted TPS to Haiti and eligible nationals of Haiti; and
Whereas, The Secretary of the United States Department of Homeland Security has the authority to extend the designation of TPS between six and eighteen months; and
Whereas, During this time, TPS beneficiaries may obtain work authorization, but TPS status does not guarantee permanent resident status; and
Whereas, Currently there are nearly 300,000 TPS beneficiaries nationally, many of whom call New York City their home; and
 Whereas, Currently eight countries, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Haiti, Syria, Somali, Sudan and South Sudan have been granted TPS  since its implementation in 1990; and
Whereas, Because TPS does not necessarily lead to U.S. citizenship, TPS beneficiaries would greatly benefit from the passage of comprehensive immigration reform or similar legislation that would provide a pathway to citizenship, among other beneficiaries, for approximately 11 million undocumented immigrants residing in the United States; and
Whereas, Without the passage of legislation to facilitate permanent residency status for TPS beneficiaries, many are forced to stay on a temporary immigration status until the dissolution of their designation; and
Whereas, The invaluable contributions of immigrants, including TPS beneficiaries, to the City's economy are well documented and all such individuals should be provided with a pathway to citizenship; and
Whereas, Many TPS beneficiaries work, own homes, pay taxes, and raise families in New York City and beyond; and
Whereas, The enactment of such legislation would eliminate the difficulties TPS beneficiaries experience in obtaining permanent residency status in the United States; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York urges the federal government to pass legislation that will establish a pathway to citizenship for Temporary Protected Status beneficiaries.
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