CI TY COUNCI L
CTY OF NEW YORK

TRANSCRI PT OF THE M NUTES
O the

COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE

Decenber 2, 2013
Start: 1:12 p.m
Recess: 3:06 p.m

HELD AT: 250 Broadway - Commttee Rm

16th Fl .

BEFORE

DOVENIC M RECCH A, JR

Chai r per son

COUNCI L MEMBERS:
Gale A Brewer
Robert Jackson
Dar | ene Mealy
Al bert Vann
Fernando Cabrera
Karen Koslow tz
Janes G Van Braner

Vincent M Ignizio
Janmes S. (ddo

G diver Koppell
Brad Lander
Donovan Ri chards

World Wide Dictation 545 Saw Mill River Road — Suite 2C, Ardsley, NY 10502
Phone: 914-964-8500 * 800-442-5993 * Fax: 914-964-8470

www.WorldWideDictation.com




A PPEARANCES (CONTI NUED)

Cas Hol | oway
Deputy Mayor for QOperations

M ke Fl owers

Chief Analytics Oficer

Dat a Anal ytics

Mayor's O fice of Policy and Strategic
Pl anni ng

Nick O Brien

Chi ef of Staff

Dat a Anal ytics

Mayor's O fice of Policy and Strategic
Pl anni ng

St ephen Benavi des
Director of Research
Laborers Local 78

Jorge Torres
Centro del Immgrante
Staten Island

El ai ne Short
Faith in New York

Fazeel a Si ddi qui
Staff Attorney
Legal Aid Society

Dani el Contreras
Representing Shirley Al debol,
Vi ce President of SEIU 32BJ

Betti na Dam ani
Di rector
Good Jobs New York




APPEARANCES (CONTI NUED)

Josh Kel |l er man
ALI GN

Nat hal i e Al egre
Coor di nat or
Al liance for a Just Rebuilding




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 4

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You ready? Good
afternoon; wel cone to today's Finance Comm ttee
hearing; ny nane is Donenic M Recchia, Jr.; |I'm
chair of the commttee. Today is our first hearing
after the holiday break and I hope everyone had a
good Thanksgiving and I w sh everybody a happy
Hanni cha and | hope everyone | ooks forward to our
| ast...28 days, M. Deputy Mayor, right?

CAS HOLLOMY: That's...that's what |'m
tol d.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  That's...[l aughter]
Today the com..and we're joined by Council woman Karen
Kosl owi t z, Council Member Al Vann, Council Menber
Cabrera, Council Menber Jackson, Council Menber
Ri chards and Council Menber Jimmy Qddo. Today the
Committee on Finance will have a hearing on proposed
Int. 1040, a Local Law that will require the
adm ni stration to create an online database to track
the funds in connection with the recovery efforts to
Superstorm Sandy. The legislation is sponsored by
Counci | Menmber Donovan Ri chards and | wanna thank him
for spearheading this |egislation.

| f you renmenber, on Novenber 15th this

commttee held a hearing on this proposed intro, but
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 5
at that tinme the Mayor's produced soneone fromthe
Mayor's O fice of Housing Recovery to testify and the
council nmenbers had many, many questions to answer
and we were not...we asked the adm nistration if they
could neet with us and | ast week M. Richards and
nysel f, Council Menber Richards and nyself nmet with
Deputy Mayor Cas Hol |l oway and we saw the presentation
he's about to make and I wanna just thank himfor
taki ng the opportunity, many of our questions were
answered and we had a great discussion about the
website that's goin' up, but I asked himto cone and
make a presentation to the Full Finance Conmittee so
everyone understands that exactly is going on. So
today Deputy Mayor Cas Hol | oway and the O fice of
Managenment and Budget are here to answer our
questions regardi ng Sandy fundi ng and questions
related to the database that the adm nistration's
I npl ementing to see how it can acconmopdate the
provisions in our bill.

| will nowturn the mc over to the co-
sponsor of the bill, Council Menber Donovan Ri chards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you
Chai rman Recchia for the opportunity to speak today

on Int. 1040, which is a good bill that'll bring
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 6
transparency and accountability to the way taxpayer
dollars are spent in rebuilding communities ranpaged
by Hurricane Sandy. It has been nore than a year
since Hurricane Sandy reeked havoc across New York
City, causing catastrophic danage to the Eastern
Seaboard; to date nany of my constituents in the
Rockaways still struggle to rebuild their lives;

i nsurance conpani es and FEMA seamnl essly have short -
changed honmeowners across New York City by ensuring
they give the bare m ni num of assistance to help
residents get back on their feet; up until today
there are still nore than 200 famlies and hotels
because relief hasn't reached them to no fault of
theirs. This is why it is critical that we ensure
that federal, state and city funds that are com ng
down the pipeline are being utilized and stretched to
the maximumto rebuild communities, create good jobs
and affordabl e housing; we can't afford to waste this
gol den opportunity to ensure nei ghborhoods |ike the
Rockaways are nore resilient and sustainable than
ever; this is why the Council nust act quickly to
pass Int. 1040-A; this bill will provide the type of
transparency that not only New Yorkers ask for, but

what we as elected officials always prom se them
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 7
this bill sinply creates a database that tracks
expenditures associated with federal, state and city
funds which are supposed to go to rebuilding
nei ghbor hoods fromthe Rockaways to Staten |sl and;
with nearly $20 billion com ng through New York City,
New Yor kers deserve to know where their taxpayer
dol lars are being spent and that they are being
utilized to create opportunity. It is critical that
contractors that are receiving taxpayer dollars pay
living wage to their workers and that they hire | oca
qualified residents. It would be irresponsible of us
to allow contractors to hire individuals fromFl orida
when we have qualified residents who live in New York
Cty. W say to New York City, it's time toreally
build it back with the federal dollars that
Washi ngton has entrusted us with; we owe transparency
to those who have lost their lives and hones; we owe
transparency to those famlies and hotels, and nost
of all, to taxpayers who are footing this bill

Today we have a chance to pay off the
debt sinply by showi ng everyone where the noney is
bei ng spent; our comunities no |long want to hear
announcenent s about noney that has trickled down to

New York City, it's tinme for that noney to trickle
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 8
down into everyday New Yorkers' pockets. At a tine
when the public trust of governnment is at an all-tine
| ow we have a key opportunity to renew the public's
faith in governnent again and it sinply starts with
two words, transparency and accountability.

Agai n, | thank you, Chairman Recchia and
ny col | eagues for your support on this bill. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much; we've been joined by Council Menber Vincent
I gni zio and Council Menber diver Koppell. Alright,
M. Deputy Mayor, you're on.

CAS HOLLOWAY: Thanks very nuch. Good
nmor ni ng Chai rman Recchia, Council Menber R chards and
ot her nmenbers of the Commttee; |I'm Cas Hol | onay,
Deputy Mayor for QOperations and with ne today, to ny
right, is Chief Analytics Oficer, Mke Flowers, as
wel |l as staff from OVB and many other city agencies
who will be here to answer questions as needed.

Si nce 2002 transparency has been a
priority of the Bl oonberg adm nistration, fromthe
creation of 3-1-1 to the recent Open Data portal

where New Yorkers can already access 1100 agency data
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 9
sets; we strive to provide public information they
need to hold city governnent accountable for results.

There is a specific precedent for
tracking the use of federal funds, the Cty's
Stinmulus Tracker, created to provide transparency
into the City's use of funding fromthe American
Recovery and Rei nvestnent Act of 2009. This Stinulus
Tracker was described by the Nonprofit Research
Center, good jobs first as "one of the best Recovery
Act websites" that the Public Technology Institute
characterized as being, "at the forefront when it
conmes to depl oying technol ogy at the |ocal |evel."

Building on that record | amhere to
testify today about Int. 1040-A, which would nmandate
the creation of a website to provide information
about City spending on Hurricane Sandy-rel ated
recovery efforts and that connection -- and this is
better than the presentation you saw, M. Chairmn --
this norning at approximately 11 a.m we | aunched the
Sandy Fundi ng Tracker website on the Recovery section
of NYC. gov and we believe it goes a long way to
achi eving the goals of Int. 1040-A

Wiile the site does not provide precisely

the sane information that Int. 1040-A would require
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 10

the Sandy Funding Tracker will give New Yorkers a
hi gh | evel of transparency into how nuch Sandy-
related funding the City receives and how and where
it is spent. Mdreover, and this is a key point, the
tracker can be updated and i nproved as the recovery
continues; in fact, we're al ready worki ng on
enhancenents, including sone job-related data, that
will be added to the site shortly; Mke Flowers wll
gui de you through the tool imediately follow ng ny
t esti nony.

We believe the Sandy Fundi ng Tracker
obvi ates the needs for Int. 1040-A and that we could
work with the Council to provide additiona
information on the site that would largely cover the
data that the |law seeks to collect, wth sone
adj ustments and excl usions that we believe are
necessary to protect individual privacy and ensure
that the reporting requirenents established for this
fundi ng do not unduly burden contractors who are
hel pi ng thousands of stormvictinms to recover or slow
the process of getting those funds distributed and
put to work.

Since Sandy hit just over 13 nonths ago |

have testified before the Council several tines about
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 11
our progress, which continues on many fronts. Thanks
to the | eadership of Senators Schumer and G | Ii brand;
the entire New York del egation, Congress appropriated
$60 billion for Hurricane Sandy relief, approximtely
$10 billion to replenish the National Flood |Insurance
Program and $50 billion through the D saster Relief
Appropriations Act of 2013, also known as the Sandy
Recovery Act. Four federal agencies received the
bul k of that funding -- HUD got $16 billion to
adm ni ster Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grants,

Federal DOT got $13 billion for transportation
i nvestnments, FEMA received $12 billion for public
assi stance and i ndividual assistance progranms and the
Arny Corps received $5.3 billion for various
pur poses; the rest, which really adds up to a few...
maybe $1 billion or $2 billion, went to a bunch of
ot her agenci es.

Now t he $25 billion allocated to HUD and
FEMA are the primary sources of funds available to
New York City and the adnministration is working
aggressively to ensure that we get as nuch as
possi bl e to assist those inpacted by the storm
repair and inprove New York City's infrastructure

damaged by Sandy and nmake sure that New York City
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 12
makes the investnents necessary to protect all New
Yorkers fromthe inpacts of climte change that are
al ready upon us. The Sandy Funding Tracker wl|
enabl e New Yorkers to follow our progress in these
efforts, which I will briefly summari ze by funding
source, starting with FEMA

The City estimates that Sandy caused $4.6
billion of damage to City infrastructure and costs
related to i medi ate recovery and cleanup. The City
has spent $1.6 billion on i medi ate di saster response
t hrough Septenber 30th and this is substantial, but
only a down paynent on the capital investnent that
will be necessary to fully recovery and rebuilt city
infrastructure. Through Septenber 30 FEMA has
obl i gated approximately $1 billion and we are working
closely with themto recover the rest, as well as
getting additional funding that FEMA nakes avail abl e
to build back existing infrastructure stronger.

Crai g Fugate and his team at FEMA have worked cl osely
with us on this and we expect that the rei nbursenent
process will continue for a nunber of nonths; as of
today, New Yorkers will be able to follow the
progress of these efforts through the funding

tracker.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 13

HUD and CDBG fundi ng. Congress
appropriated $16 billion to HUD to distribute in the
formof Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grants to assi st
honmeowners in rebuilding where FEMA, insurance and
ot her funding sources are insufficient to neet their
needs. This gap is called "unmet need" and CDBG
funding is intended to neet that need. In addition
to homeowners, CDBG funding is intended to neet the
unnet needs of businesses inpacted by the storm as
well as the City's unnet needs, which can run from
rebuil ding costs and resiliency investnent that FEMA
ai d does not cover.

HUD r el eases CDBG funding in tranches,
based on its cal cul ati on of unnmet need. To date they
have rel eased $11.1 billion, including about $600
mllion for non-Sandy-rel ated disasters of the $16
billion that Congress appropriated through the Sandy
Recovery Act; that's approximately 73 percent of the
fundi ng Congress nade avail able after federa
sequestration is taken into account. O this $16
billion, the Gty has been allocated a total of $3.2
billion in two tranches -- $1.77 billion in an
all ocati on made in March and $1.447 billion that was

just announced on Cctober 28. To use this funding,
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 14
the City is required to develop an action plan that
HUD nust approve. The City's plan for the first
$1.77 billion tranche was submitted in April and
approve by HUD on May 10th; it allocated the first e
of funding in four priorities as follows: first, our
top and nost i medi ate recovery priority is housing
recovery. The City allocated $650 mllion for
housi ng prograns, principally Build it Back, which
funds and perforns repairs to hones and multi-famly
homes and will build a new hone if a particul ar house
was conpletely destroyed by Sandy. W all ocated
nearly $300 million for business recovery in the
i npacted areas and have | aunched four prograns,
including a |l oan and grants program investnents in
busi ness resiliency, a gane changer investnent
conpetition and al so spurring econom c devel opnment in
hard hit areas and a conpetition to develop resilient
strategies. W also allocated $360 million towards
the $4.5 billion of infrastructure danmage that |
tal ked about earlier and we allocated close to $300
mllion to resiliency investnments that wll protect
all New Yorkers, including mtigation for buildings

and key coastal protection projects, some of which
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 15
the menbers of this conmttee have been out and seen
al ready being built.

Qur progress in all of these areas can
now be foll owed on the Sandy Recovery Tracker and we
wi |l use subsequent releases to the site to increase
the | evel of detail reported in each category. Since
the City's initial action plan was approved in My,
we have worked closely with HUD to design these
prograns in a way that neets all federal guidelines
and regul ations. This extensive planning process and
t he approval s we have received fromthe rel evant
federal agencies ensure that aid goes first to those
New Yor kers who need it nobst and that we can ranp up
t hese progranms quickly, allowing us to draw down
these funds fast and efficiently.

For exanpl e, since |launched in June,
approxi mately 26,000 registrants have signed up for
Build it Back, of which there are about 22,000 uni que
el i gi bl e households. W' re working with thousands of
themto determ ne how nuch aid they're entitled to
recei ve and go over their rebuilding options. More
than 10, 700 have conpleted their initial neeting to
revi ew financial docunents and eligibility, nearly

1, 000 have had damage inspections, nore than 200 have




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 16
conpleted the entire intake and eligibility process
and are now ready to review and sel ect one of their
award options. New Yorkers can follow the process of
Build it Back step by step on the Sandy Recovery
Tracker, including where people are in all these
stages of the process.

As | noted earlier, HUD announced the
al l ocation of a second tranche of $1.447 billion of
CDBG fundi ng on Cctober 28th. It's a little too
early to talk specifics, as we're in the process of
updating our action plan and a substantial anount of
the second tranche will go to Build it Back and
public housing. The public will have 30 days to
comrent on the City's proposed allocation of these
needed funds and once the updated action plan is
approved, these allocations will be reflected in the
Sandy Fundi ng Tracker, so you won't see today that
second tranche represented here, just because we
haven't submitted the action plan and it hasn't been
approved yet, but you'll get the idea.

A final note on the CDBG funding that HUD
I's responsible for allocating -- as | noted, of the
$16 billion HUD received in the Sandy Recovery bill

it has allocated $11.1 billion or 73 percent,
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 17
accounting for the inpact of sequestration. That
neans there is a significant anmount of unall ocated
CDBG fundi ng specifically designated to address New
York City's unnet needs, which remain substantial.
Taki ng into account the second funding tranche, the
amount the City has received falls significantly
short of our needs in every category -- housing,
busi ness recovery, resiliency and city operations.
The bottomline is that we appreciate what HUD has
al ready all ocated, but we will need additiona
allocations to neet all of the needs of New Yorkers
i npacted by Hurricane Sandy.

As | noted at the outset, and |'m not
gonna just nove to a couple brief issues on 1040-A,
we believe the legislation is not needed to achieve
the goals of 1040-A; instead, we'd be happy to work
with the Council to enhance the reporting of the
tracker that you'll see in a mnute, but if the
Council does wish to proceed with legislation on this
subject as drafted, Int. 1040-A will first inpinge on
the private of New Yorkers who choose to participate
in Build it Back and other recovery prograns and two,
i npose sone unnecessarily burdensone reporting

requi renents on people and contractors that could
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 18
depress participation in the program which | think
woul d have the opposite effect of what we would |ike
to see.

Regardi ng individuals, the bill would
require as drafted the City to public disclose every
address of a homeowner that receives recovery funds
and the nanmes of every contractor in the program
This requirenent's overly intrusive and potentially
stigmati zing; that's one of the reasons why FEMA
expressly prohibits this type of disclosure in terns
of who is getting FEMA aid. Throughout the recovery
process, fromthe inspection of buildings to rapid
repairs to aid prograns that we have coordi nated with
FEMA and not-for-profits |ike the Mayor's Fund, we
have carefully guarded the privacy of honeowners and
busi nesses and will continue to do so.

The bill also seeks a high |evel of
detailed reporting on contractors working in the
program as well as job data and other infornmation.
At the outset it's inportant to note that the Gty,
through the Mayor's O fice of Contract Services, and
W th consi derabl e assistance from DO, runs a better
integrity and capacity programthat | believe is

Wi t hout parallel anywhere in the country. So in
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 19
terms of making sure that contractors and ot her
vendors in the programare following all the rules,
you can be assured that they will. Regarding any
addi ti onal reporting sought through Int. 1040-A, |
believe we can conme to agreenent fairly quickly on a
| evel of reporting that is useful to provide on the
fundi ng tracker that woul d be consistent with nmuch of
what the bill seeks to collect, at |east on an
aggr egat ed basi s.

For exanple, under Build it Back the Gty
has entered into job order contracts with three prine
contractors who will cover particul ar geographic
areas. In a future funding tracker rel ease we can
and plan to report the nanes of these prine
contractors and all of the contract information
sought in the bill, as well as data about
subcontractors. Wth respect to job data for each
task order witten under the prime contracts we can
cal cul ate the amount of |abor required to do the
wor k, which can serve as a proxy for job creation
Certain requirenments of the legislation, such as
salary reporting at particular |levels and
di sti ngui shing between "new j obs" and existing work

and preexisting jobs are inpractical or unduly
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 20
intrusive, but we're excited to work with you to
establish a |l evel of reporting that is useful,
practical and enabl es our contractors and our
prograns to focus on getting the work done.

In addition to the prinme contractors who
have a direct contract with the City under Build it
Back, honmeowners can choose their own contractor --
we call it CYOC, Choose Your Om Contractor -- to do
the work and the City will work with themto ensure
that they pass a sinple integrity check and neet
ot her basic capacity requirenments. For these
contractors who we expect will work on 1-, 2- and 3-
famly homes primarily, we anticipate being able to
report the aggregated anmount of CDBG fundi ng bei ng
used to support the CYOC programand to |ist the
nanes of contractors who have been approved to do
work. This is good for the contractors who nay be
able to Build it Back work for other honeowners as
well as to the public, who'Il be able to know who is
doi ng Sandy-rel ated recovery worKk.

So in the final analysis, working with
the Council on sinple adjustnents like the ones |I've
descri bed, we believe the Sandy Fundi ng Tracker can

serve as a tool that 1040-A seeks to put in place.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 21

W believe the legislation s unnecessary, but if it
does nove forward, we're happy to work with you to
make these sinple changes and a couple of others to
ensure that we don't inpinge on people's privacy;
don't dissuade them from participating in the program
and make sure that we get the reporting that we need
but not require so nmuch that it slows the whole thing
down. Now M ke will show you so nmuch of what |
descri bed.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  So just so...for the
Counci | Menbers, they're gonna show us now how t he
program wor ks, so...so | et himmake the whol e
presentation and then we'll hold our questions for
t he end.

M KE FLONERS: Thank you, sir

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  But first | wanna
t hank you for being here today and thank you for
putting up such wonderful pictures.

[l aught er]

M KE FLONERS: Especially the one in
whi ch you appear, sir, correct?

CHAl RPERSON RECCHI A: [l aughter]

M KE FLONERS: [l aughter]
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 22

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah, that's the
best picture.

[ 1 aught er]

M KE FLONERS: On that note...good
afternoon, nmy nane is Mke Flowers; | amthe Chief
Anal ytics Oficer for the Gty of New York; with nme
today is ny Chief of Staff, Nick O Brien, who's gonna
hel p wal k us through the site.

Since Hurricane Sandy hit New York City,
nmy office, the Mayor's O fice of Data Anal ytics, has
managed the coll ection, synthesis, analysis and
di ssem nation of the relevant data to ensure that
recovery resources are allocated transparently,
effectively and equitably. 1've been tasked by
Deputy Mayor Holloway with devel opi ng the Sandy
Fundi ng Tracker website to provide transparency and
accountability around the Cty's use of federa
di saster recovery and resiliency funds. W work
closely with the Ofice of Managenent and Budget, the
Housi ng Recovery O fice and ot her agencies involved
in the recovery effort. This site was | aunched today
and | would like to take the opportunity to
denonstrate the capabilities of the site and the

i nformati on presented therein. Before we |ook at the
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 23
sitel'd like to note that this is the first version
we will continue to develop it further as we identify
addi tional information that nust be rel eased.

New Yor kers can use the Sandy Fundi ng
Tracker to track the City's use of federal disaster
recovery and resilience funds provided through the
Di saster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013 and Sandy
Recovery | nprovenent Act of 2013. The Sandy Fundi ng
Tracker provides a funding summary which gi ves an
overview of all disaster recovery and resilience
dollars allocated to date by funding type and fundi ng
details. The Sandy Fundi ng Tracker al so provides
further detailed information about projects and
prograns in each major category of disaster relief
funds.

The | andi ng page provides a high |evel
overview of the two federal funding sources for
Hurri cane Sandy funds administered by the CGty. They
are the U S. Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opment or HUD, Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant
D saster Recovery and the Federal Energency
Managenent Agency Public Assistance. From here we
can use the navigation tools to get a sunmary of the

funding and the current status of those funds. Al
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 24
of the charts and tables are clickable and wll
provi de nore granul ar informati on on whi chever area
the viewer is interested in. For exanple, if we
click on the CDBG we see the breakdown by category of
the $1.77 billion grant allocation received from HUD
in the first tranche of funding. This breakdown
reflects the spending priorities outlined in the
City's CDBG action plan, which was devel oped in a
col | aborative process with stakehol ders across the
Cty. HUD has recently announced a second tranche of
funding and we will incorporate those figures in the
tracker once the new action plan is finalized, as
Deputy Mayor Hol | oway not ed.

The action plan allocates the CDBG
funding into five categories -- business,
adm ni stration and pl anni ng, housing, infrastructure
and resiliency. W have represented the all ocati on,
the spending to date and the funds finalized, and
those are defined also on the site in plain English.

If we click on any one of these
categories we can see the specific prograns those
funds are dedicated to. |In the business category,
for exanple, we see the Gty's four CDBG funded

busi ness recovery initiatives -- the Business Loan
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 25
and Grant Program the Business Resiliency |Investnent
Program the Infrastructure and Buil di ng Resiliency
Technol ogy Conpetition and the Nei ghborhood Gane
Changer | nvestnment Conpetition.

In this first release we have drilled
down even further on a nunber of the prograns. For
t he Business Loan and Grant Program for exanple, we
provi de details by borough of the funds approved and
the full-time and part-time jobs associated with
t hose awar ds.

We have al so provided this additional
| evel of detail for the Build it Back Program which
assi sts homeowners, |andlords and tenants whose hones
and properties were damaged by the storm W see the
applications to the program broken down by borough,
along with the status of the application against the
program m | estones. W al so provide a breakdown of
applicants by zip code.

So the other source of federal funding,
FEMA, all funds are broken down by spendi ng category
and then further, by city agency responsible for
those funds. For exanple, in funding for schools we
see the breakdown between CUNY, the Departnent of

Educati on and the School Construction Authority. W
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 26
designed the tracker website to be user friendly and
accessi ble. The data visualizations and tables all ow
users to click through to get nore detailed
informati on or they can use the navigations tools to
target specifically what they're looking for. W
have link to the tracker fromthe NYC. gov recovery
site, the one-stop shop for New York City recovery
informati on. W have provided plain English
definitions of all the terns enployed so that users
can better understand the information they are
| ooking at and a user guide to assist with
navi gati on.

W are committed to keeping all of this
information current; all financial information wl]l
be updated quarterly and progranmatic information
will be updated nonthly. W already have significant
expansi ons planned for the site, including the
addi tion of tracking progress over tinme and back-end
i nprovenents to nmake the update process seanl ess.

Al so, kind of wanna note as an aside, while this is
vi ewabl e now, if you have an 10S-run system |ike an
Appl e product of sone kind, while you' |l be able to

see the site, you won't be able to click through it;
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that functionality will be added this weekend; al
others it's working fine on.

CAS HOLLOMAY:  Well inclu...it works for
Macs, right...[interpose]

M KE FLONERS: That's right. So if
you're at...if you're at your Mac at your desk, it'll
work, but 10Sis a nobile platform it doesn't yet
work, but it will this weekend.

CAS HOLLOWAY: And...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  So in other words,
you have to tell us we have to go buy a Mac.

[l aught er]

M KE FLONERS: |'m doi ng no such thing.
[laughter] Anyway, the point of this site is to give
New Yor kers cl ear and granul ar information about how
and where Sandy recovery dollars are being spent,
whil e ensuring that we respect the privacy of
i ndi vi dual s receiving assistance. W wel come your
feedback to the site and we will continue to inprove
it to increase accountability and efficiency and
ensure the funds are used in a transparent and
equi tabl e manner. We're happy now to answer any

qguestions you nay have.
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CAS HOLLOMAY: In fact, before...| wanna
do just an addendumto M ke's testinony, because |
wanna see if | can make this do a quick exanple that
lines up to sone of the questions that you have for
what you're doing in the |egislation.

So Chris, will you go to funding source...
[ crosstal k]

M KE FLONERS: N ck

CAS HOLLOMAY: |I'msorry?

M KE FLOVERS: Ni ck

CAS HOLLOWMWAY: Nick, right; sorry...
fundi ng source, got to CDBG DR, go to Build it Back
go to single-famly, scroll down. Ckay, so this
shows your applications by borough, this shows all of
that; now hit that button, Contractor Info, up top
kay. So we have placehol ders for the jobs created
that we're gonna be able to calculate on the basis of
unit pricing for workers. Now where do we get those?
Go back to recovery, 'cause there's already a ton of
i nformati on up here. Now go back onto the recovery
page. | just wanna nmake sure that you know...we don't
get sold short here. Go to Procurenents, Contracts
and Jobs. kay, go to...let's see, the...l just did

this...for the Departnent of Environnental ...oh, go...oh
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|"msorry, keep going...Information for Contractors...
go. GCkay. |If you're interested in...the repair
programis Build it Back, the rebuild programis
HPD s program let's just go to the repair program
kay. So the job order contract program | had
mentioned that there were three prine contractors,
okay, who are in three different geographic areas.
Basically they are...sone of themw || do the work
t hensel ves, they'll have subcontractors that'll be
done through direct contracts with the Gty and there
are benefits to doing that, just because the privatey
of the contracts with the Cty, so some things |ike
accountability and so forth on each individual job...
it's just easier for us to...we're gonna be working to
guarantee it in every case, but that's just when you
have a direct contract, that's one of the reasons to
doit with us; we'll also do all the work. But
Choose Your Own Contractor, | nentioned this, and |et
nme just say, nonths ago, when we knew that we were
gonna try to create this option, we worked with Snall
Busi ness Services to try to do intensive outreach to
smal | businesses in all of these inpacted areas,
Mnority and Wonen Busi ness Enterprise contractors as

well, and so this site tells you step by step how if
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 30
you're a contractor you can sign up, basically get
prequalified and all you have to do is match yourself
up with someone you' ve known has signed up for this
program and they can tell us that they wanna work
with you. So let's just say you're willing to
performthe work according to pre-established unit
prices; this is inmportant, they have unit prices,
okay. Alright. These unit prices, just so you'l
have an idea, these unit prices are the prices for
what we anticipate to be...and its pages; | nean it's
a unit price book, okay, it's highly detailed, but
you may be asking...one of the questions |I'm
anticipating is; what are people paying? There is a
multiplier that | don't have on this sheet and | can
get the exact nunber; 1| just...l...l1..but...for the
Choose Your Om Contractor Program basically for the
job programwe did a conpetitive bid where we said to
them tell us what a nultiplier is that you could...
you know, basically that's...the unit price
establishes the price for the thing, the multiplier
est abl i shes what you're gonna get paid to get the
thing and put it in, okay. So 1.5 tines all the
stuff you're gonna buy; the .5, you have to cover

your overhead and | abor costs and so forth. So these
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unit prices are basically the sanme unit prices that
the job order contractors are gonna pay and the
multiplier is just..we...we did a..we bid out 12
different regions for the job contract program the
multiplier is essentially a bl ended average of what
the nultipliers were for that program So if you are
a..say a, you know a small contractor and you wanna
do two hones on India Street, then...and you connect
with two honmeowners there, you can go right here and
you can pretty nmuch figure out |ike that how you get
in the program what's a ballpark estimate of what
you're gonna be able to be paid and all of these
prices were established through conpetitive bidding,
okay. So | think it's inportant to link this
information up with the Sandy Fundi ng Tracker because
at an aggregated level this tells you a | ot of what
you need to know, particularly if you're a contractor
who wants to just, you know, go and do the work,
either as a subcontractor to the City's contracts or
as a Choose Your Omn contractor. So | thought it
m ght be hel pful to go through sone of that.

So Nick, you can now go back to the

tracker and now we' Il take any questions.
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay. First of
all, we're joined by Council Menber Brad Lander; at
this time we'll start off with the sponsor of the
bill, Donovan Richards, followed by Mnority Leader
Ji mry OGddo. Donovan Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you,
Deputy Mayor and | wanna comend you guys on the
amount of work you guys have certainly done on the
tracker; this is really a good...a good thing. First
| want to speak on the privacy concerns; the first
I ssue concerned the bill's definition of recipient,
which as witten would include individual homeowners
and thus require their recovery assistance
i nformation to be posted online. For honeowners,
woul d an adequate solution be to only provide zip
code information, nmail provided to homeowners in such
zip code and type of funding provided thereby
mai nt ai ni ng i ndi vidual s' privacy?

CAS HOLLOWMWAY:  Well, any |evel of
aggregated reporting i s gonna be better than
reporting at the home level. N ck, do you wanna just
go...1 saw that you clicked at one point on the sign-
ups by zip code map; do you renenber that?

[ background comment] | just didn't renmenber what
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page it was and you...you were...you were novi ng so
deftly through the site...there we go. GCkay. So you
know, you could easily create sonething like this,
whi ch we have for registrations, that would show
rough...you coul d show t he nunber of hones per zip
code; now if you only have one, you know...but even
then, you know it's not |ike you're necessarily gonna
be able to figure it out, but this basically is what
we call a heat map of registrations by...this is by
zip code; is that right? Gkay. So you could do
sonmething like that; that would certainly address...
it's not hard to do and it also woul d address the
privacy concern.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: (Okay, great.
Alright, that may...that should be an easy fix. Qur
| egi sl ation...and |I' m gonna speak on contractors now...
require the City to provide job creation and job
mai nt enance data and contracts entered into by the
City and contractors; while there are currently no
provisions in these contracts to report on job
creation and job mai ntenance, can't the Cty request
this information fromthe contractors w thout a
contract nodification and while there certainly won't

be a contractual obligation for the contractor to
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provide this data to the Gty, isn't the nonetary
consi deration for these contractors to conply with
the City's request to ensure future contracts?

CAS HOLLOWAY: Well, could I...1 wanna
start by trying to address the question maybe from a
slightly different starting point, which is; what
does it take to report job data and if you're gonna
take...let's just say a...there are two types of
contractors, right; we have the big jocks contractors
who are the, you know, three of the genera
contractors; they're...all that contract data's gonna
be listed and you know, there's gonna be tons of
i nformati on about them |If you have took a...just a
general contractor who is in one of your
nei ghbor hoods in Staten Island who is gonna do maybe
one home, okay, or say they're gonna do seven hones
over the course of the whole program we know, based
on what...we will know, based on the unit price chart
that I showed you, plus the nultiplier, how many
| abor hours that contractor is gonna get...or any
contractor is gonna get paid to do that work and that
can easily be basically translated into a job nunber.
| nean, we can do all of that just based on know ng

the pure nunber of hones that a contractor is doing,
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and froma...you know, for the bigger contractors,
could we ask themto do sone additional |evel of
reporting? You know, potentially, but if the goal is
to try to get an accurate job nunber or a proxy for
job number, | think the Cty would have nbost of the
information in had to know what the econom c inpact

and the "job inpact"” is, because as a practica

matter; | mean look, I..nmy father's a general
contractor; | grew up doing work on his construction
sites; | nean you know, you guys all know these

contractors, so they have maybe three guys doing the
drywal I and you know, they aren't necessarily gonna
hire sonebody new to do these four hones; does that
mean they created three new jobs? No, because those
guys wor ked for the conpany beforehand, but it's the
| evel of economic activity that they're generating,
which | could tell you before they go onto the job,
whi ch is good about this project, because sonetines
when you're doing it household owner to you, you
don't know what you're gonna end up paying, but this
time they know what they're gonna get.

So | feel like there is a way to report
this job data based on what we're already...what we

al ready know and what we wil|l know about these




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 36
contractors; asking themto provide us with it, I'm
not sure that it's gonna tell you anything...the data
I would submt, probably, isn't gonna be any...won't
be better and m ght be worse than what we can
cal cul ate.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So... Ckay, |
won't get into that debate. How does your unit
pricing stack up agai nst prevailing wage, so the unit
price and chart you gave?

CAS HOLLOMAY: Well those unit prices are
conpetitively bid, okay, so you...the first thing is,
we know t hat the market determ ned what those unit
prices would be and then the nultiplier for the
Choose Your Om Contractors was determ ned through...
as a blended rate of a conpetitive bid for the jock
contracts. Here is the rough breakdown on prevailing
rate, okay; the state prevailing wage |aw applies to
public work; that neans that prevailing wages are...
will be paid and that the Mayor's O fice of Contract
Servi ces and ot hers, you know we do sone enforcenent
here and we certainly take conpl aints about this
stuff all the time -- any beach work, resiliency
wor k, any public work, okay; that is prevailing rate.

The...work on individual hones is not public work,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 37
it's private work; it's not...or let's just say not
public work; it is not subject to prevailing rate.

So basically the bidding does not...you know, the bid
for those unit prices does not include, you know, a
requi renent that they be bid out at prevailing rate;
there's one exception to this -- under HUD rul es for
CDBG grants, if a unit that you are working on has
eight units or nore, then Davis-Bacon applies, and if
Davi s- Bacon applies, that's essentially the State,
you know, equivalent of the prevailing rate law. So
that's the breakdown, | guess, at a nmacro |evel.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Alright; 1 just
woul d hope that if you guys are giving taxpayer
dollars to contractors that they are paying sone sort
of prevailing wage; | would hope that no one is
bei ng, you know, certainly underpaid here.

"Il just sumup; | just have a few nore
questions. \Wat agency or agencies wll be
responsi bl e for creating this database...for actually...
not ...sorry, for maintaining the database, actually?

[ backgr ound comment |

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: For inputting

all information?
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M KE FLONERS: |'msorry; | could speak
to that, sir. M office is basically the project
manager of the entire opera...[crosstalKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: And your office
i's agai n?

M KE FLONERS: The Mayor's O fice of
Anal yti cs.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay.

M KE FLONERS: We work with Dol TT and the
agencies that submt the data to OvB and OMVB.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: And how rnuch
noney...| guess this question is nore for the Deputy
Mayor...we've got a lot of conplaints on the Build it
Back Program and how nany peopl e have applied and |I'm
tal ki ng about from March, February, and they haven't
heard anyt hi ng back on that program is there any
updat e on how soon, you know novenent w || happen on
Build it Back?

CAS HOLLOWAY: Sure. Well..well first,
just to be fair to the effort, the action plan was
approved in May, Build it Back was | aunched in June
and we did very aggressive outreach for registration,
so we now have 26,000 registrants, 22,000 individual

property homeowners and why don't you go to...Nick
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the...we can...go to the drill-down page. kay; is
that the...there we go. GCkay. Here are the nmacro...
S0...s0 the Build it Back Program breaks down into...
what you're showing here is one, two, three, four,
five, six...seven critical m|lestones, okay --
regi stration docunent collection and revi ew, damage
I nspection, award cal cul ati on, award sel ected, okay,
and then construction. Now..and...stay up...stay up...
or uh you can go down to the table, sorry. Okay; is
this the sane program m | estones for the nulti- and
single? kay, good. So this actually shows you at a
very granul ar | evel where we are for all these. So
we have done a lot of initial applications;
conpl eted, you know, about 50 percent of the 22,000
i ndi vi dual hones, 10, 700; they've had an initia
nmeeting and initial docunent collection; this...damge
I nspections, we've done about a 1,000, but that's not
a gating issue and it goes in parallel with this
docunent collection. The...nove back up real quick...
so this...for the single-famly honmes, the award
sel ection...so award cal cul ati on conpl eted and award
selection, that right now you don't see a | arge bar
there, but | can tell you, we are working intensively

to try...to nake sure that we get...start to push as




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 40
many people through that as possible; it actually
takes quite a bit of time; we have to get...and there
I's another flowchart that goes behind this one that
shows you all of the different sources of potentia
fundi ng that you have to verify; we have to get
verification fromthe private insurance conpany,
flood insurance, FEMA, Rapid Repairs; we have to add
all of that up; we have to add that up against their
i ncome; we have to take the damage assessnent that we
do in the field; we have to verify what they say
their damage is, what their eligibility is and then
you basically put that through a fornmula and it cones
out with a nunber, and the nunber is, how nmuch aid
they're entitled to get and then we say to them this
is the level of work that you're entitled to; we have
contractors you can pick or you tell us sonebody you
wanna work with. So, | guess, we have definitely, in
terms of all the registrations, | would say we're 50
percent through that initial neeting and the docunent
col l ection and working intensively; we're ranping up
t he nunber of people doing that; we'll also be
ranpi ng up the nunber of people...you know we really
just this nmonth, just in Novenber, were able to start

finishing enough of these applications to make award
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selections. | n Decenber we're gonna ranp up those
award sel ections; now |l think we're probably at about
80 peopl e who have actually sel ected awards, which
starts the flowto the contractors. But this is
gonna be sonething that, you know, throughout 2014
and into 2015 we will see this construction process
go. Now, ny experience is that, if you | ook at the
programli ke Rapid Repairs, we announced Rapid
Repai rs in Novenber; [background conment] we...now
that was sinpler, because a honeowner, all they had
to do was sign a piece of paper, they didn't have to
tell us anything about them they could be a
mllionaire, they could be sonebody who, you know,
had been unenpl oyed for six nonths; we went in and
fixed their heat, power and hot water; by January we
wer e doi ng, you know, 300...about a hundred a week...a
day, I'msorry, and by February...between the end of
January and February we were doing sonething |ike 300
conpletions a day. So |I'mconfident that we will see
a significant pick-up in once the construction gets
going; it's just perfecting this process of trying to
make as efficient as possible getting everything you
need and naki ng sure you don't m scal cul ate what

peopl e are owed; that's the chall enge.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Just two nore
questions, and this is back on the contractor
integrity HUD requirenents. Currently HUD i nposes
contractor requirenents that ensure vendor integrity,
in addition to prevailing wage requirenents and
Section 3 requirenments, which require job enpl oynent
and contract opportunities for Iow or very |ow
i ncome residents in connection with projects and
activities; what other requirenents are inposed by
HUD that relate to contract integrity and are there
any additional requirenents inposed on the contractor
by the City and how does the City enforce these
requirenents, and that'll be the end of ny questions.

CAS HOLLOMAY: (Okay. So the...in terns
of ...l et me just sort of see if | can get the HUD
answering. Just as a matter of hiring fromloca
communities. So there's kind of a bit of a tension
between state and federal law in ternms of the extent
to which this is explicitly allowed in contracts;
however, HUD s notice from|ast March when they did
this allocation basically had a requirenent that
encour ages geographic preference and so...or allows
for the encouragi ng of geographic preference, which

you woul d interpret to nean, | guess, the comunities
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where the harm was suffered and where the need is
goi ng, and so in our contracts we have said
explicitly the Gty encourages contractors to
understand the | ocal community and use | oca
resources where appropriate, so that requirenent's
there, that encouragenent is there; it is sonething
that we tal k about with our contractors; we are
actively doing...and |'ve personally initiated this
process, based on all the MABE work that |'ve done
with SBS and you know, the local one related stuff,
to do outreach neetings with contractors in the areas
that are hardest hit and just direct themto howto
sign up, because that's the key; helping themto
understand how to actually engage and do work with
the City. M experience is that many of these snal
busi nesses, you know, there's an intimdation factor
when it conmes to doing work for the Gty or they
believe that they're not gonna be able to wait 45 or
90 days or longer to make their first paynent,
because the City basically can't give you a $20, 000
advance |ike you can between two private parties.
Now SBS has a construction |oan grant programthat we
put in place explicitly to address that. So | think

that the encouragenent is in the contract, but we are
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al so...you know, whether it's allowed or not, we are
aggressively recruiting firns in the nei ghborhoods
that were hardest hit to be part of this program

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: And you'll give
us a list of those? Can you give us a list of those
firms? Okay. [crosstalKk]

CAS HOLLOWMWAY:  Yeah, absolutely. Yes.
Yes. And as the Choose Your Owmn Contractor |ist
grows, and we want it to grow, it's gonna be up here;
I mean one of the things that isn't up here yet, you
didn't see a lot of data in those contractor tables,

but you're gonna see the data on all of the jocks

contracts and will be able to put their subcontracts
up, but Choose Your Om Contractor will ...you know,
we'll be able to put the aggregate anmount that is

bei ng dedicated to the programand a list of all of
the contractors who are in the programand | think...
what | have tried to enphasize and it woul d be

hel pful if the nmenbers of the Commttee would do that
as well; it is very easy to sign up to work in this
program very easy, conparatively. GCkay, literally
everything that you could need is there and then SBS
prograns can help you, even if...you know, there's a

bondi ng requi rement of $250, 000 dependi ng on what
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| evel of construction that you're doing; we have
prograns that can help with that. So we are gonna...
| ook, tell us...give us 10 conpanies and we'll try to
get theminto the program or 50.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Counci | Menber
Ji mry Oddo, but before that | wanna recogni ze we've
been joi ned by Council Menber Ji my Van Braner; after
Counci | Menber Jimy Oddo, we'll have Council Menber
Brad Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDQO Thank you M.
Chai rman; thank you gentlenen. | don't wanna talk
about the legislation; | wanna tal k about the over-
arching issue, if I mght, M. Chairman, and | guess
| wanna speak publicly about issues that you and I
have been tal king about privately and | am grat ef ul
for the generosity of your time these | ast weeks and
nmonths in particular. For those of us who represent
the hardest hit areas, obviously our top priority is
getting people back to being as close to whole as
possi bl e...[ background conment] thank you...and so I ...
the part of your testinony that was particularly
interesting to me was the breakdown in the noney so
far in tranche one and your conment about tranche

two. Sone elected officials, including our |oca
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congressman, have been quite critical of the
adm ni stration and | wanna gi ve you an opportunity to
publicly sort of respond to that; I...he's used words
like priorities msaligned and he wants the City to
reprioritize, and I guess the gist of what he's
saying is, he believes that of the first tranche, the
$1.7...the $600 mllion wasn't enough. So | want you
to talk about...if you wanna respond to those in
particular, fine, but talk about housing as a
priority and expand if you will on tranche two and
what the City's mndset is as we nove forward with
that one, specific to making housing a priority.

CAS HOLLOMWAY: Sure. Well first of all,
and | think it's clear that in terns of where the...if
you judge priorities where the single |argest
al l ocations that we've made have gone, housing w ns;
you know, it's $650 mllion to housing and then you
have $300 million in resiliency, $300 mllion to
busi ness recovery, but sonme of that actually goes to
maki ng busi nesses nore resilient, so you know,
there's a construction elenent to that too, and then
you have about $360 to City operations.

Now, we made those allocations...| mean

here's how, in an operations context, what | was
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t hi nking, which is the following: $650 nillion was
plenty to get the programfully up and running, and
we have devel oped a massive organization to roll out
this program | nean, this website, | hope it's
clear from..and Ni ck, why don't you just go back to
t he begi nning of the recovery website, okay. W
have...you know, thousands of hours has gone into...we
have contractors who are ready to go, we have all of
the specifications of this very conplicate program
al ready worked out; we have a whol e custoner service
organi zati on that has been stood up to get people in
and you know, honestly, if it was a little easier to
cal cul ate what people are entitled to get, we would
be noving a little faster. But you know, the
t hi nking was that that allocation, a significant
all ocation fromthe first tranche, is certainly
adequate to get the programrunning; we do not have
any funding issue with housing in terns of running
the Build it Back program and so, we nade what |
think was the judicious decision...it is clear from
the Sandy bill itself, from HUD and from FEMA and t he
all ocations, that housing is a top priority; a top
priority for the federal governnent and a top

priority for us and that's reflected in our funding,
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but the resiliency and busi ness recovery and even the
city infrastructure dollars were also explicitly
call ed out and so we did not choose any one area to
put 100 percent of the funding, nostly because you
couldn't use it, certainly effectively, even if you
wanted to synbolically put it all there. | can tel
you for the second tranche, and we haven't nade the
announcenent yet, but a significant chunk of that...
you will still see...[background comment] the tranche
is not...| can say two things with certainty -- one is
that 100 percent of that funding will not go to any
single category of those four categories, so there
will be sone division of the funding, but a
significant, you know, and a very significant portion
of the funding will go to housing recovery, because
we al so know a heck of a lot nore now than we did in
June; we know that we have 22,000 peopl e signed up,
we know that 50 percent, on average, of those
honeowners who are signed up are priority one; that
nmeans that they make | ess than 80 percent of AM and
are the nost severely damaged hones. You know, we
didn't know any of that when the first allocation was
made in March, we knew we had a need, but again, you

know, the analytics behind what we know...you know,
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agai n, we say 26,000 people; we know a | ot about
t hese 26,000 registrants, we know what their self-
reported damage is, we know what their self-reported
income is, we know where they live, we know whet her
they've gotten awards from FEMA at all; we know
whet her they've done any partial recovery or they
just need reinbursenent, about 50 percent of this
group has done sonme work in the hone, but not all the
work in the hone; we know that about a 1,000 of the
22, and | think this nunber has probably dropped at
this point; at sone point were telling us that they
were not in their hone and we know that that nunber
has actually gone down to sonme extent. | nean, we
know a | ot about this group that we need to hel p that
we didn't know and so it nmmkes sense now for the
second tranche to say, okay, well now I know what ny
priority one group is and what ny priority two and
priority three are roughly gonna | ook Iike, so we can
make, you know, a nore intelligent allocation.

W al so know a coupl e of other things; we
know now nuch nore fully what the | evel of damage is
to city infrastructure and we wanna nmake sone
investnments |ike Crescent Beach and others that we

have been out at together that are gonna...we need to
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start maki ng those investnents now, they take years
to do and you don't know when and where the next
stormis gonna hit, so you wanna nmake a sensible
all ocation, but the prioritization is still clearly
gonna be housing; let me say one nore thing -- but
al so, there is then business recovery, okay, which
you know, critically inportant, and we have all ocated
a lot of resources there and we're gonna need to see
in sone of these categories; does the need match up
wi th what we thought we need and where it's gonna be
allocated finally on resiliency piece. |If you |ook
at the Mayor's plan, okay, what does it tell us? It
tells us what the significant vulnerabilities of the
city of New York are, in ternms of the coast, the
critical networks that we need to keep the Gty
running and the climate predictions tell us that
storm surge, heat and downpours are the nost
significant threats that we face. So we can't go
after just one of these issues, we have to do a
mul ti-front approach with a clear prioritization of
hones first.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO:  Ckay. Two quick
questions on that. Everything you just said I'm

trying to understand through the prism of one
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sentence in your testinony, and that is, the bottom
line is we appreciate what HUD has al ready all ocat ed,
but we will need additional allocations to neet al
of the needs of New Yorkers inpacted by Hurricane
Sandy. So appreciate significant chunk of tranche
two going to housing, but in the bigger picture,
where are we in terns of neeting the needs of
everyone inpacted; are you confident that we will do
t hat and how much nore and what is the state of
di scussions with HUD to get that additional anount of
noney?

CAS HOLLOWMWAY: (kay. Well so, there's a...
gonna try to tackle that, and first, am | confident
about that everyone will ultimately get help who

signed up for the programor who needs it for

honeowners? | feel pretty confident that yes, the
answer to that question is yes. | think that...it's
not...it won't happen for everyone as...| nean | ook,

it's not happening for anyone as fast as they would
| i ke, everybody would |ike this to be done and I
acknow edge...so I want to acknow edge that off the
top, but | think, even within the context of the
program you know, it won't happen as fast as sone

people would like, but I do think we will be able to
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ultimately hel p everybody in the program because |
think not only are we making the case to HUD, you
know, to nake sure that we get all that we need to
nmeet these needs, but | think there wll also be a
reshuffling of some dollars within these categories
as we go to nmake sure that, you know, that we ultima...
| don't think the tine is there yet for that, but I
think that, you know we may see sone rebal anci ng,
dependi ng...and | think we're gonna run a good
program so | think that we'll ultimately be able to
satisfy a lot of the need. But we are right now
wor ki ng very intensively...| ook, we think that our
data shows, and we're putting this together for HUD
that our unnet need is still very significant; we're
poi nting out where that is in terns of honmeowners in
particular and we believe it is gonna make the case
for an additional allocation that's gonna basically
cl ose any gap that we woul d have on the honeowner
side. And look, $4 billion is still there that you
all ocated for this purpose. | think, | guess; |I'm
not gonna speak for HUD, but if | had to guess, that
probably...you know that bill required themto retain
fundi ng for other energencies, we' ve seen a coupl e of

others, in Colorado and one or two others; there was
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al so $600 million of paynents that went to other
di sasters that were allocated in there, but the fact
is, there is a significant anount that is stil
there, so once the year ends, | would argue that you
don't have to be conservative anynore; now you can
just make sure that the noney gets used for the
pur pose for which it was intended.

COUNCI L MEMBER CDDO. M. Chairman, 1'1
close at this -- you know, |'ve...in the 12 years
that...ny council tenure's overlap wth the Bl oonberg
adm nistration; | haven't been shy in going head to
head with you guys when | thought it was nmy job and I
haven't been shy about kicking in the shins when
t hought that's what | needed to do; wth [ess than 30
days remaining, I'"'mtrying to squeeze out, you know
as much cooperation as possible and I think the best
way | can help ny constituents in the remaining days
as a council nmenber is to work as col | aboratively
with you as possible, so | appreciate that help. |
guess ny question is; what happens on January 2nd,
new adm ni stration comng in; what happens to this
program is it already on a path and the train has
| eft the station...although that m ght be a terrible

pun today, given the situation yesterday, but is it...
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you know, can it be altered; do we have to worry
about that, those of us who will be still in city
governnment; do we have to worry about a new
adm ni stration comng in and changing this on a dine
or is it, you know, well underway to the point where
it can't?

CAS HOLLOMAY:  Well, | guess | won't
answer that in terns of worry, you know, transition
neans there will be change certainly in |ots of
things, but this plan requires the approval of HUD
and it requires...you know, all of that funding is for
unnet need for disaster-related purposes prinmarily
and above all el se, Sandy-rel ated di saster purposes.
| think if you | ook, and HUD and you know, Secretary
Donovan has told ne this personally, New York City's
data is anong the best they've ever gotten,
denonstrating what the need is, that's there; that
corpus of work is there that denonstrates, | think in
pretty exacting detail, what the | evel of danage that
New Yorkers suffered is, where that damage is and
what it's gonna take to fix that damage. | think
that's not gonna change, so I think it would be...you
can try to go through the action plan process again

and nmake adjustnents and things |like that, but | nean
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unl ess you're gonna not use the funding for those
purposes or try to, |I think we will have set up a
good framework to approach hel pi ng New Yorkers nmake
that ultinmate recovery.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. Counci
Menber Brad Lander; then it'll be Council Menber
Vi ncent 1gni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER.  Thank you very
much, M. Chairman for convening this follow up
hearing and | wanna say thank you to the Deputy Mayor
and the Director; we really appreciate this |evel of
detai|l and obviously nmuch nore, the work behind it,
both the work to capture the information and rmake it
avail able to us and to all New Yorkers and then of
course the work behind it and | think | do wanna
start by saying, well as you know, there's a couple
of areas on 1040 that we need to work through in the
big picture, the goals that we share in getting this
wor k done and that in making it clear and transparent
and keeping an eye on it are really overwhel m ng, so
I wanna just say a big thank you; | was not happy at
the earlier hearing and today I'mglad to see this

informati on and we're on...[interpose]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 56

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  They brought you
t he whol e product.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  And that we're on
the sane page, and part of the reason that we were
di stressed there is that | think probably we know
we're on the sane page in getting this work done and
getting comruni cati ng about, so | just really wanna
start by saying that; the work is inconplete and
there's a lot nore to do, as you yourself said, but
there's an enornous effort that gone into it fromso
many people in the Gty and in the private sector and
doi ng the work and comruni cati ng about the work and
then reporting on it, so...and we appreciate that not
just getting that work done, but setting up a system
like this take a lot of tine and a |lot of effort and
a lot of energy and we're really appreciative of it.

So the first question | wanna ask,
foll ow-up on these questions of transition; | mean
part of the reason why we wanna have a Local Law to
make sure that this is required and not just hey,
it's great, is that we want it continuing, so this is
good, but if it just stays here or it stays to
wherever you get it on Decenber 31st, that's not

gonna be good enough; as you pointed out, this is a
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|l ong-termprocess and | think it's our responsibility
as the Council to set sonmething up that nakes sure we
update this, that we continue it for as long as it
takes to, you know, make every honeowner whol e, but
al so to continue...you know, receive and retrieve and
spend all this nmoney. So | first just wanna get a
little clearer on...so you showed us that page for
exanpl e of applications for Build it Back, so that's
gonna be being updated for a long tine to conme, until
the bottomline is... nean it won't be in the 100
percent of the top line, there'll be a few drop offs
al ong the way, but obviously there's a long way to
go. So just walk ne through a little better the path
for how that gets updated, you know, obviously,
because | think as we nove into transition we wanna
make sure not only that we're confident the work is
continuing, but that the ability to update and
continue to make it transparent and provide the
information to the public; continue...l assunme it's
not every single time a contractor goes to a hone
t hey have a hand-hel d device that automatically
updates the website, so wal k us through how these
di fferent pieces of the work are getting done and

then how the data gets to you and gets up on the
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website and how we can nake sure that continues, you
know after transition.

M KE FLONERS: | can take that. So the

data...the financial information will be updated

quarterly, alright, and it aligns with the federa

reporting obligations. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  And QOMB..

M KE FLONERS: And OWVB provides the
i nformation to us...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: provi des that
i nf or mati on.

M KE FLONERS: and OMB col | ects that

i nformati on fromthe agencies that are actually

expendi ng the funds, alright. So...you know, so that

quarterly update will certainly occur, it's al nost

sel f-executing; they have to collect it, they have to

report it; there is no reason not to then surface it

on the webpage, right. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: So if we were...

and |'mnot saying we're gonna drill down and nake

the law even a little nore detailed, [laughter] but a

quarterly financial update is gonna happen, because

it has to go to the feds and OVB's gonna col | ect

it
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and that's the appropriate tinetable for updating
t hi s?

M KE FLONERS: | nean that's correct,
broadl y speaki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Ckay.

M KE FLONERS: And then, there are, you
know, other programmatic information that we wll be
updating nonthly, right. You know, N ck, you wanna
gi ve an exanple of both, right, so why don't you show
the Council an exanple of that which will be updated
quarterly based on the federal requirenents and that
whi ch we expect to update nonthly, and then | can
descri be as he's doing that how we expect those
updates to go.

So for this initial round of the site,

t hese are nmanual, and by manual | nean, there was...ny

engi neer manually entered information that was

provided to us so that it could be visualized. 1In
the next round of this, that will be autonmated so
that...or nuch of it will be automated, so that we

oursel ves...nmy goal here, generally sir, is to renove
the human fingerprints fromthe process so that it
doesn't matter that there's a transition, in sone

senses, because we still have, for exanple, you know,
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transparency obligations, right; this may not fit
squarely within open data, but you know, it is
certainly a first cousin of open data in terns of
what we seek to achieve, as Deputy Mayor Hol | onway
nmenti oned. And then from..you know t hat what nust
remain manual, a lot of that has to do with the fact
that OVMB itself nmust do a significant anount of | abor
each quarter to get those figures in shape to report
to the feds and once that's avail able, then we can
surface it. So N ck...so what's...give us an exanple
of a quarterly update.

So this is CDBG...could you please tell us
what ... what ... [ i nt er pose]

Nl CHOLAS OBRIEN: This will all be
updat ed nmont hly...[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Hold on. Hold on,
put a m crophone on.

M KE FLONERS: Now...now, please...start
off with a quarterly, so give us an exanple of a
quarterly update. [crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Just state...state...
tell 'emwho you are.

CAS HOLLOWAY:  Yeah
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Nl CHOLAS O BRIEN: Nicholas O Brien
Chief of Staff, Mayor's Ofice...Ni cholas O Brien,
Chief of Staff, Mayor's Ofice of Data Analytics. So
all the financial information that is under the
fundi ng sources that you see here, that we were just
goi ng through, will be on the quarterly update and
then for the ones where we have drill-down
i nformation...[interpose]

CAS HOLLOMAY: So wait, Nick...So the
al l ocated bar will probably then change for the
second tranche and we can figure out how to visualize
that; you could visualize it two different ways, you
can just blend it together or you can have a doubl e
split bar; you guys get to have all the fun to decide
that. But, then the red and the green bars will be
updat ed quarterly and that al so just nmakes sense,
because you know, there's a nice definitions page
which is really useful actually, but | nmean, it's not
the way that we think about...when the noney's
al | ocated and we know the noney's been allocated to
us, this is how..the reason we're able to build this
massi ve organi zation to do Build it Back is because
we're fronting the noney; | nean we're spending |lots

of resources to nove this program al ong; we haven't
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gotten the HUD noney yet, so you know, that
conti nues... anyway.

M KE FLONERS: So the updates will kinda
bal ance a couple of things; one is the | abor
all ocated by OVMB towards getting the figures ready
that nmust be surfaced; another is the specific data
source and type and activity that it reflects and
then another is just trying to strike a bal ance
bet ween, as you said, do we wanna update every tinme
we bought a new hamrer versus do we wanna do it in a
way that it can actually be digested and usable? So
we kind of hit on nonthly as a good bal ance there.

CAS HOLLOWAY: And that, by the way, the
data for the Build it Back office, the business
recovery office; | mean they have got data anal ytics
peopl e there, you know, and having gone...still going
t hrough the FEMA process, you know, you' ve gotta have
this stuff, so.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  And this is...|
don't know, 15 or 20...at |east a dozen agencies it
| ooks |i ke and a good nunber of prograns who are
generating this programdata and who know t hey need

to be feeding it to you nonthly?
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M KE FLONERS: Yeah, Nick; do you wanna
show ' em an exanple of the programatic infornmation
that's updated nonthly? [interpose]

NIl CHOLAS O BRIEN: And so...

M KE FLONERS: The...the short answer is
yes, alright, if..structurally speaking, the way
these grant applications are decided, you nust have
this data. So this isn't really a change-over issue...
[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: So this aligns
with the grant reporting...[interpose]

M KE FLONERS: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: process; it needs
to be assenbl ed anyway to give to HUD and you then
are also putting it up here, but there's not an
addi tional ...

CAS HOLLOMAY: We were able to build this
so qui ckly because we had to build...[crosstal K]

M KE FLONERS: W already had it.

CAS HOLLOMAY: we did it; | nean...

[ crosstal k]
M KE FLOWERS: R ght.
CAS HOLLOMY: and we al so | earned a | ot

from Rapid Repairs and other things; | nean, you
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know, so actually, that's why it wasn't that...] nean
it was hard, it was a ot of work, but you know, it
wasn't the hardest thing we've ever done.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Al right, so you
mentioned this issue of getting the noney that we' ve
| ai d out and sonme of...at least ny interest in this,
canme froma conversation that we had wi th Budget
Director Page in the budget hearings this spring
where it was clear that there was neani ngful concern
about us getting the noney back that we'll ... nean at
that point it was really the funds that had been laid
out during the crisis itself, but in some ways that's
ongoi ng, so just help nme see where on this site we're
gonna be able to use this to, you know, keep the
focus on making sure we get back fromthe federa
government what we've laid out.

CAS HOLLOMAY: Alright. So Nick, just
hang on for one second, go back to the summary of
CDBG. CDBG...now, just nove down so we can see the
bars; how do we get to the bars? Uh...[interpose]

Nl CHOLAS O BRIEN: They're on the buil d-
out .

CAS HOLLOMAY: Yeah. Well, for all...how

we al | ocate...[ background coment] the summary page...
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does the summary page...does that showit, or is this
show...[ i nt er pose]

NIl CHOLAS O BRIEN: Sunmary page; this
will have it by...

CAS HOLLOWAY:  Yeah.

Nl CHOLAS O BRIEN: and the prograns are
on the individual.

CAS HOLLOMAY: R ght. Gkay. Go ahead.
Yeah, so for these allocated anobunts, you know for
the CDBG funding; | nean, they've told us what
t hey've given us; we've allocated it to prograns, and
basically you can watch the bar, one bar catch up to
the other bar as we iteratively do that with them

FEMA fundi ng; you wanna go to the FEMA
site? Let's...wait, let's go to...oh uh...okay. GCkay,
this is...this chart, this is something to | ook at,
okay. So if you |look at cost tracker, right, and
here is where your terns and definitions are actually
useful; that's basically the amount that the Gty
estimates we have laid out or will lay out, okay,
that we are then...think we could get granted from
FEMA that will ultimately be obligated to the

prograns, you know, and count as spent.
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So we are now working with FEMA, and this
really goes into...this is about project worksheets,
so you have to do hundreds of these project
wor ksheets at a project |level for, you know,
repairing the lights on the Belt Parkway, for
exanpl e, and actually, that's an exanple; that m ght
actual ly be under the transportation act, but it's
t he sanme kind of thing, or Coney Island Hospital,
okay. So | have personally...if you just wanna know a
little bit about this...five city agencies basically
account for 95 percent of the FEVA spend that we are
working to recoup -- the Parks Departnent, NYCHA, the
Heal t h and Hospitals Corporation, DOT and the Schoo
Construction Authority; then there's DEP and a coupl e
of others, a | ot of agencies have done it, but if you
wanna go to the big nunbers. So each of those
agencies is working with OVB to devel op a series of,
you know, kind of a waterfall internally of project
wor ksheets for all of the hundreds of projects that
we believe, because they were danaged, were able to
get public assistance funding from FEMA to get.

So you will be able...can you hit
hospital s; does that go further down? Gkay. So you

see granted obligated spent, funds finalized; it
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actually looks like here you' re not doing necessarily
too badly between what you...the 145 and the spent.

Go to DOI. Ckay. So you see the spent, you know,
and this is...but if you go to the total ...oh, this is
the dollar amounts...the estimated chart that | showed
you before shows sonething like $800 mllion to fully
recoup...redo what we need from FEMA for DOT rel ated
stuff; FEMA or the Federal Departnent of
Transportation...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: That's the cost
tracker?

CAS HOLLOWAY: Yeah. Yeah, exactly. So
that is...so this is where you go to look at it.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Can | just
suggest that as you're |ooking forward and to the
next iterations, this...helping this question be
vi ewed, essentially; what are...what's Washi ngton
still owe us? WMking that a little easier to figure
out would be great. | nean | see that it's here and
that's hel pful, but one use of this is gonna be our
continued effort to make sure WAshi ngton pays us what
we're owed, and helping this be useful in that effort

woul d be great. Unm..[interpose]
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CAS HOLLOMAY: | agree with you and we
wi Il continue to have sone ideas for sone other
things we could show as well ...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Super. (ood.

Can you tell me what it nmeans that NYCHA s got the

zero in the cost tracker on this chart? | rec...

Is day one, so | don't expect you to know every

nunber in here, but...[interpose]

this

CAS HOLLOWAY: It probably is just that

we don't have that data point at a |level that we were

confortable with, but as you can see, we have j ust

about everything else, but...[interpose]
M KE FLOWERS: Yeah.
CAS HOLLOWMAY: it's not zero.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Ckay.

M KE FLONERS: That's right. | mean we...

we wanna make sure that what's up there is...
[ nterpose]
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Va...

M KE FLOANERS: is correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: And | really

appreci ate your answering a |lot of questions in

detail on day one. One of the things |I was just

| ooking for nyself and trying to find, 'cause |

spent
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alot of time onit, was the shelter costs, the
shelter and transitional housing and hotels and I
couldn't find that, which again, this is...| nmean this
not a...this is not gotcha; | was just starting to
| ook and trying to...and trying to find it, so...

[ backgr ound coment ]

CAS HOLLOWMAY: If you...Nick, nove up to
the obligated anbunt. |'mnot sure where this would
be...we're gonna get back to you on that...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  That's fi ne.

CAS HOLLOWMWAY: we'll get back to you on
where it is; | just wanna say...[interpose, background
coment |

CAS HOLLOMAY: It's in the...it's in the...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Ot her...it's under
housi ng.

CAS HOLLOMAY: it's probably in the other
on the cost tracker. John; do you wanna...John
Garofal o here is [crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  You can fol | ow
up; we don't...l1 don't need this right now, so...

CAS HOLLOWAY: Yeah, we can...okay, we'll

get it..[crosstalKk]
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  so...[crosstal k]

MALE VO CE: W have the detail in the
first round, we just didn't present all [crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You have to go on
the record. [crosstalk]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: G eat.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  That's okay.

["l'l look forward to following up on this, so that's
great .

And then, just ny last..ny last...|] guess
it's sort of nore of a point than a question, just so
you understand our goals around the jobs. You know,
| ook, the first goals here are to understand broadly,
how i s...you know, how is it going; what are we
getting done along the things that we need to; how
many hones are noving through this process to nmake
sure we're getting the noney back from Washington to
focus on the broad priorities, the infrastructure
priorities and understand it, so those are the broad
goals. W do have a goal of the, you know, maxi nmum
appropriate good jobs for residents of hard-hit
nei ghbor hoods; that's a goal sone of us have for how...

what wi Il | happen here; 1'll just give the exanple
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that when I was down in Red Hook in the days
i medi ately after the storm the cleaning contractor,
not so nuch the contractor bringing the nobile
boilers fromacross the country or the contractors
figuring out how to deal with those bl ow out
el ectrical roons who brought people fromall over the
country, but the cleaning contractor nostly hired Red
Hood resi dents who were naki ng $15 bucks an hour, and
| can't tell you what a difference it made, that a
coupl e hundred Red Hook residents made $15 bucks an
hour to clean out those buildings in the weeks after
the storm it was great; it gave people hope, it gave
peopl e sone noney; it nade a big, big difference and
it wasn't their obligation, and they did it because
it was the sinplest, fastest way to neet the
obligations that they had taken fromthe G ty; not
because they knew there would be Section 3 or
prevailing wage requirenents that came with noney
reimbursing the Gty many nonths |ater; probably not
yet at all, but it nade a big difference and we want
as much of that to happen as we can encourage, push,
oonph; require to nake happen. So where noney
travels with a federal requirenent, whether it's a

requi renment |ike prevailing wage or encouragenent
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li ke Section 3 and it's supposed to bringing that
about, or where sone anount of additiona
transparency and reporting can help us bring a
spotlight to provide encouragenent for contractors to
be hiring local residents into good jobs, we wanna do
that. And so | think we have to get privacy right,
we have to get...we don't wanna nmake it so it's
difficult to get contractors to do the work, but we
do wanna provi de that transparency and encouragenent;
that's what's behind, | believe. Council Menber
Ri chards' and | worked together on sone of these
things, so as we're taking the next steps here to
figure out howto finalize this bill, our goal is to
make sure we can nmaxi m ze that appropriately; there
is a right balance to get against privacy and
efficiency, but we wanna find the right ways to do
that and have this website also hel p us encourage and
provide information about that as well, so thank you;
t hank... [crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  kay. Thank you
Counci | Menber. Council Menber Vincent 1gnizio.

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI G Thank you very

much...[ crosst al k]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 73

CAS HOLLOMAY:  You mind...you mnd if
just...l just wanna say one thing...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You're ahead of the
gane.

[l aught er]

CAS HOLLOWAY: | ...we...l hope...and just in
term.. because of your...depending on your tineline for
finalizing the legislation, | think that just one
thing to keep in mind on the jobs data is; just
because of where we are in the process, it is hard to
know exactly where we're gonna |land easily in terns
of what we m ght be able to report anyway, just by
calculating by a certain netric; you know, certainly
knowi ng how many contactors are in the program and
then you can take based on how many jobs they have;
you know, do you show that x contractor has every
single job that they have? | nean those are the
things that we need to, you know, hanmer out, but I
think as a general natter, we share...you know, we're
able...you're able to do it; the question is, how do
you dot it?

MALE VO CE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. Counci l

Menber Vi ncent |gni zio.
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COUNCIL MEMBER I GNI ZI O Thank you M.
Chai rman and thank you guys. | nean, 1'd first like
to start with taking inventory for the public, for ny
col | eagues, that this great work and M ke and Cas,
you ought to be proud of it; | think ny coll eagues
goal ...nmy col | eague, Council Menber Ri chards' goal was
to do sonething like this and | think there's sone
tweaks, but | believe too that we should be codifying
this to ensure that the transition, the next
generation and everyone there going forward has
sonmething like this and I think it's a good thing
where we could work together. The public should know
that seven years after Katrina; Council Menber Cddo;
yoursel f went down there; seven years later 50
percent of the FEMA funds have not been reinbursed to
that city, and that is a nmajor statistic. W are
al ready ahead of the gane and that's because of the
great work of people like Brad Gair who knows the
whol e system and knows how to get the noney back and
we shoul d | ook at people |like that who have had
experience as an asset to the city going forward.

So once again, we |ead the way, New York
City | eads the way, both in being able to do

websites, clearly, and in getting our noney back and
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| think that's a good thing. There's a couple issues
that | wanted to raise. Wat is the status of the
MU with the state? That is a big...for those who
don't know, the governor's office commtted to
wor ki ng on an MOU to do sone acquisition for
redevel opnent, to do sonme acqui sitions, and overal
help with state aid to our city, but I don't see it
here and | don't know kinda where it is; I...I was
away, | was on vacation, unfortunately, when the
governor cane down, so | was not inforned on what the
status of those negotiations are; can you enlighten
ne?

CAS HOLLOMAY: Yes. So | actually saw
what is, | think...hopefully the...an ultimate draft of
that docunent [l aughter] and | was working on it at
11 p.m last night. W're basically at the sane...we
just need to basically finish the nits on it and I
think it'lIl be signed within the next couple days;
certainly before the end of the week.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  And will that
all ocation be...or those allocations be reflected
somewhere on the...[crosstal k]

CAS HOLLOWAY: We're gonna need to figure

out how to reflect that...[crosstalk]
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COUNCIL MEMBER IGNI ZI O Ckay. Yeah, |
don't know either.

CAS HOLLOWAY: because...because the
fundi ng source for that is actually going to be sone
of the state's allocation...

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI O Yeah.

CAS HOLLOMAY: City will have certainly
obligations, but the state is, you know very
generously working with us on this and...but it is...
for all...all the material terns have been worked out;
we just need to kinda finish it and sign it and | was
workin' on that right before the hearing, so...
[interpose]

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIG | believe...and
that's sonmething for nmy colleagues and | to nmake sure
we stay on top of as well; | mean that we...the noney
the state owes the Gty is there as well; they're
doing a lot of things in other counties around the
state that we need to make sure we get ours
sufficiently.

The ganme changer grant, |'ve been
sonewhat ...| nmean, sonmewhat critical of this because
comunities that alnost need it the nost, or the

communities that were the | east organized and the
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hardest hit, and thereby unable, unwilling; had a
| ack of understanding of howto really apply for this
and try to get the noney. | could tell you; | tried
to organize nmy conmunity in Geat Kills and what |
got...Geat Kills, the beach area, and what | got was,
| ook, we're just tryin' to get ny business open;
don't have tine to be tal kin' about ganme changi ng and
you know, and working through this, so | don't know
that the goal of this programis gonna hit the
hardest hit comunities that need it the nost and |
think you can't say well, you know, people didn't
apply. Well they didn't apply because of the reasons
that | just said, so | don't know how we refl ect
that, howif it's possible to anmend not this tranche
of that noney for...to use...to borrow the federa
wor ds, but perhaps there's a suppl enentary assi stance
that we could do for communities that could help
that, but the goal of the gane changer was to get
into these communities that were hit hard and try to
hel p them foster a new economc clinmate and | coul d
tell you, in many areas | don't think we hit honme on
that one; is there any way that we can or in the next
30 days...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  28.
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COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI O 28 days, but
who's counting, right, Dom..reflect that or, or do
you guys have an appreciation that that coul d ve been
the case? Start there and then, what, if anything we
can do about it.
CAS HOLLOMAY: Well | know first that

Kyl e Kinball and Jonat han Gouveia and the team at EDC
have been working trenendously hard and have rolled
out a lot of progranms | think that...you know and what
Rob Wal sh is also focused on too is now nmaki ng sure...
I think we have about 300 applicants for | oans and we
are now very focused on pushing those through the
process and getting themmade. | know for exanple
one or two in Rockaway that were approved at the end
of the last week. So I am..but | think for the gane
changer program we need to talk to Kyle and | will
put himin touch with you, but we need to...that's the
kind of..."mnot sure what the right timng is in
terms of whether it's, you know, the tine to conclude
that there's sone areas where it mght not get as
much uptake as we thought we m ght and thought it was
important to allocate funding for, so I think that we
just need...] nmean we're very open to |ooking at that

guestion, 'cause as |'ve said throughout this,
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there's a lot of unnet need and there's certainly
good uses for all of that funding and if this
busi ness programisn't exactly the right thing. But
| don't know...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI G Ckay.

CAS HOLLOWAY: so we'll follow up.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNIZIO  Well just so you
know, my experience here; so ny coll eagues know ny
experience, | called up, | think it was a week or two
before the deadline and | was aski ng questions about
it and | was basically informed by EDC that these are
hi ghly technical proposals that need to be laid out
and sorme of the people who put forth the proposa
hired consultants and they put everything together
and | said, well howinpractical is that to ask a
community that's on their heels to come up with this,
that people just trying to get...you know, to get
t hensel ves back in order, clearly the comunities
that didn't have as nmuch damage and that have better
resources, that have it's exact...in ny view, the
exact opposite of who shoul d' ve received these grants
I think will, and | think we just need to revisit
that; |I'mhappy to talk to Kyle about it. But I

don't want ny testinony here to be negative at all;
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think there's sonme really great work going on here
and | thank the council nenber for putting forth this
| egi sl ation and think the, you know, the birth of
this website cane about strongly by his initiative
and | really think we're gonna be tracking this noney
for many years to come, ny coll eagues, and | just
hope we stay on this, because cone budget tine, when
ny col | eagues wanna fund x, y or z, there's gonna be
a big open itens of what we haven't received fromthe
federal governnent and we need to ensure we get the
ri ght people to bring that noney back to the Cty.
Thank you very much, thank you M. Deputy Mayor and
great job, M ke.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay, thank you
Coun...[l aughter] No, uhmwai ...l have sonme questi ons.

CAS HOLLOWAY: Oh.

[ background comments, |aughter]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | wanna just follow
up what Council Menber Ignizio was saying the gane
changer, because |'ve been hearin' fromall the areas
that were hit that the focus was to bring in new
busi nesses; new ideas to the comunities, but in
order...before we do that, | think we should have to

concentrate on hel ping these small busi nesses get
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back up and running and many of themare still out of
busi ness; they don't have the funds, they need hel p.
So nunber one, | agree with Council Menber Vincent
[ gni zi o; we should focus on that, 'cause the gane
changer is, that if we get that business back open,
| ocal people will be back to work; not that naybe
bringi ng i n another business that could change the
community or meke things different, but we have to
get those people that have been there before the
stormthat live there that really want hel p, but...
it's sonething that we have to really work on, so |
woul d appreciate if you could | ook at that and work
Wt h us.

| wanna go into sonething you said about
t he housing recovery and we saw up there. You said
about priority one, priority two and priority three;
could you tell us, people here, ny coll eagues, what
IS a priority one?

CAS HOLLOMAY: So uhm..and these are
definitions that are established by HUD, so I am..and
there is an explicit mandate from HUD t hat the way
that Community Devel opnent Bl ock G ant funding gets
distributed is in accordance with need, so it's not

just anybody who applies and was harned gets help in
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equal priority order. So priority one is anybody
who...so the average nedian in...the area...t he average
medi an i ncome for an area, which is nmeasured in
di fferent geographic areas, is the netric that is
used; if you' re making |less than 80 percent of that,
then you're in the | owest incone bracket which is the
hi ghest priority, so it's basically...if you wanna
think about it in ternms of two matrices -- y could be
AM, area nedian incone, and then the x could be
damage. So our prioritization for priority one is
based on the people who have the nbst damage or the
nost unnet need, okay, and the least ability to neet...
have...or the | east neans to address that need. Then
priority two is basically if you' re between 80
percent, | think, and a 165 percent of AM, and we'l]l
confirmthis, and then the third is 165 percent and
above are priority threes. So it's a...that is...but
it's that and conbined with a damage assessnment or an
unnet need assessnment where we've put people, where
they fall, the category that they're in.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. | just wanna
thank you for com ng here. Does any other counci
menber have any foll ow up questions?

[ backgr ound comment ]
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Al right.

CAS HOLLOWAY: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: W' ve been al so
joined by Darlene Mealy. kay. GCkay, we'll take the
public conment now. [background comments] Thank
you, Deputy Mayor

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. Alright,
we'll call the first panel.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: Jorge Torres, Stephen
Benavi des and El ai ne Short.

[ backgr ound coment ]

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Alright, let's nove
this forward. Shh. Gkay; you ready? [background
comment] Go ahead.

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Alright, good
afternoon. M nane is Stephen Benavides; |I'mthe
Director of Research for Laborers Local 78; we have
jurisdiction over the asbestos, |ead and hazardous
wast e renoval renediation, including nold renediation
in New York City, all of the boroughs, Long Island
and New Jersey, as well. | wanna thank the chairnman

and all the council nenbers for having this second
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hearing today. | was here during the first hearing
and then we testified regarding sone of the
recommendations that we had for the Sandy Tracker
Bill 1040, so I'mgonna reiterate sonme of those. But
before I got to that, there was sone notes that |
took while sone of the nenbers of the Bl oonberg
adm ni stration were here giving testinony about the
website. It seens to ne...like I'mnot sure exactly
the tineline as far as when the bill was proposed and
when they started working on the Sandy Tracker
website, but it seens |ike there was |like a race to
get this thing out ahead of whenever the |egislation
was gonna be passed, because it seens like this bil
has a | ot of support. [laughter] 1'd like to draw
di stinction between what they' re doing on the
recovery website and what the bill does; there are a
lot of simlarities there, but there's a | ot of
differences as well, sone major differences. So to
say that you can nake sinple changes to it and
i ncorporate the aspects of the bill into the recovery
website | think is a msstatenent; | would say that
i f anything, that sonme of the things that the
recovery tracker has should be incorporated into the

bill itself, because | think it's very inportant that
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t hese requirements be codified, |ike we've nentioned,
and than noving forward, this is gonna be sonethi ng
that's not gonna go away; we wanna make sure that we
have it in |law and that there's no negotiation, or

wi ggle room really, as far as reporting is

concer ned.
[bell] Are we on a timer?
MALE VO CE: Yeah.
STEPHEN BENAVI DES: W are on a tiner?
Al right, well ...[ background comment] Alright, 'cause

| wanna go through these recommendati ons.
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Wl | just...just
hi ghl i ght, because you...we al ready went through your
testinmony fromthe last tine...[crosstalk]

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  are they...are they
t he same ones; do you have anything...[crosstal k]

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Uhm..

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  do you have
anyt hing el se you wanna add?

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Yeah, so this is...
Local 78 reconmends that the database tracking system

created by Sandy Tracker Bill Int. 1040-A stand
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separately and i ndependent of any simlar system
bei ng constructed by the Bl oonberg adm ni strati on.

In the first hearing the Bl oonberg adm nistration
representatives openly opposed passage of the bil
for nunerous reasons, which they reiterated today;
this m sgui ded opposition creates serious doubt
whether it is wise to rely on an exiting
adm nistration to coordinate the nmerger of any Sandy
tracki ng systens. W also are very, very in favor of
tracking all of the funds to day zero, retroactively;
that's sonmething that's very inportant to all of the
workers and to Local 78 as well. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. Next.

JORCGE TORRES: To...m c check...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Go ahead.

JORGE TORRES: So ny nanme is Jorge
Torres; | work for Centro del Immgrante in Staten
I sl and. Good afternoon Chairperson Recchia and
menbers of the New York Council Comm ttee on Finance.
| don't wanna read too nuch about recommendations; |
think you guys had the letter and you guys have the
time to read about it. The only thing that worries
ne alot is that we're tal king about mllions and

mllions of dollars in New York Gty and according to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 87

a recent study of Baruch College, 82 percent of
wor kers of day | aborers as being victimwage theft
and nore than 91 percent were exposed to really bad
conditions in the reconstruction after Sandy. |
think day | aborers were the first responders, are the
first responder in any kind of disaster and then
just wanted to suggest that there has to be sonehow a
way to research the constructi on conpanies or the
construction conmpani es that are receiving this noney;
i f they have been violate...they have been viol ate any
kind of safety or health violations. So |I don't know
i f sonmehow we can put it on the website and if
there's sonehow we can get this background of the
construction conpanies that we're giving the noney.
Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. Next.

ELAI NE SHORT: Good afternoon, Counci
Menbers, ny nane is Elaine Short and I'mfromthe
Faith in New York organization and | represent a | ot
of the congregation churches and whatnot in the Far
Rockaway area and in New York City itself and I'm
here to reinforce our support for the 1040-A bill.
was at the first neeting on the 15th and | just

wanted to like to reinforce the comunity's support
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of this bill and I had nentioned to you all how | had
| ost ny husband due to the response tine bein very
slow and | had nentioned al so of how we have to nmake
sure that the tracking systemis in place for the
enpl oyees, to nake sure that |ocal people are hired
and are tracked, and also, with the health and the
safety of the enployees who you hire and also, to
track to see how the nmechani sns are bein'...hazard
materials are bein' renoved fromthe area, 'cause
that in itself creates jobs. But the 1040-A bill is
a much fairer bill and after what the mayor's team
said today, | really amin support of the 1040 bill
this is a bill that the new adm nistration needs to
make sure that you all keep and enforce, because this
Is keepin' track of the aids and the unnet need of
the people in our area in a tinely manner, so pl ease
stick with the 1040-A bill. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. | wanna thank you all for testifying today.
We'll call our next panel; we are not takin' anynore
peopl e who wish to testify; it's closed. Go ahead.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: Fazeel a Si ddi qui,

Dani el Contreras and Betti na Dam ani .




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 89

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  We al so wanna
recogni ze the Council Menber from Upper West Side,
Gal e Brewer.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. [ background
comments] All roads lead to Gale Brewer, the next
Bor ough President. [background comment] Ckay.

[ background comrents] No; you gotta turn it on.

FAZEELA SIDDIQUI:  Qops, |'msorry.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA: Didn't Gale teach
you that in the office?

FAZEELA SI DDl QU : Thank you Chairperson
Recchi a...[i nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  She...she never
taught you how to turn it off? Go ahead.

FAZEELA SI DDl QU : Thank you Chairperson
Recchi a and the nenbers of the Conmttee on Finance
for the opportunity to provide testinony today. |
al ready provided a long testinony on Novenber 15t h,
so this will be a much abridged version and the main
point of this is for us to provide you with the
amendnment to our recommendations.

My nanme is Fazeela Siddiqui and I ama

Staff Attorney at the Legal Aid Society; | work in
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the Queens office and | primarily focus on Hurricane
Sandy disaster-related issues and the ngjority of ny
clients reside in the Far Rockaways.

So today...you know, Legal A d has hel ped
and assisted directly over 5,800 famlies affected by
the stormand we really do not want to...we are here
to make sure that happened in New Ol eans does not
happen in New York City. After our D saster
Lawyering Conference we realized that eight years
after Hurricane Katrina a 100, 000 peopl e have stil
not returned and $700 million of the CDBG nbney has
been unaccounted for and the federal governnent is
demandi ng t hat noney back.

So I'd like to fast forward to our
recommendati ons, as you' ve already heard ny
testimony. Again, under Section 3 of the current
bill we reconmmend that the effective date be | owered
from90 to 30 days for expediency and then we've
changed our reconmendati on to...so under Section 6,
138, Paragraph 1 of the current bill, we wll
recommend that the nonetary value of the Hurricane
Sandy funds be lowered fromthe $100, 000 t hreshol d.
Before we said it should be | owered to $20, 000 but

now we indicate that it should be |owered to $50, 000
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and as the Cty had testified earlier, we are
concer ned about the Choose Your Owm Contractor
category and we are still very unclear about the
$50, 000 to $100, 000 level and the small-tine
contractor, the small devel opers who will receive
this noney, because a mpjority of our |owincone
clients have been victinms of contractor fraud, and so
we are still worried [bell] about...about that...those
clients.

MALE VO CE: You wanna sum up?

FAZEELA SIDDI QU : ©Ch, okay.

CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A Sum up.

FAZEELA SIDDI QUI: Yeah. So real
quickly, we really urge the passing of a nediation
program it's hel ped many of our clients; |I've been
t hrough successful nediations with many of ny
clients; this is what Governor Cuonp had created in
February, so we really urge for that donut hole, for
that | owincone popul ation, a nediation program be
created for victinms of contractor fraud. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. Next.

DANI EL CONTRERAS: Thank you; 1"l be
brief. Good afternoon Chairperson Recchia and

nmenbers of the New York City Council Conmmttee on
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Fi nance; thank you for the opportunity to provide
testinmony here today. M/ nane is Daniel Contreras
and | amtestifying on behalf of Shirley Al debol,
Vi ce President of SEIU 32BJ.

"32BJ strongly supports the Sandy Tracker
Bill 1040-A and | urge the Conmmittee to bring the
bill to a vote before the body of the Cty Council
This is inperative to make sure the Cty's naking the
best use of public aid dollars going towards recovery
effort and at the sane tine is laying a strong
foundation for how we deal with natural disasters
l'ike Hurricane Sandy in the future. Public dollars
shoul d be distributed equitably to rebuild strong and
resilient communities in all of the inpacted
bor oughs. The funds shoul d be used to provi de good
jobs for those doing the difficult work of rebuilding
the city and the funds should be distributed in a
transparent manner. However, this is not currently
happening; in addition to the |ack of transparency
there have al so been reports of wage theft and
wor kers safety violations in post-Sandy rebuil ding.
The Sandy Tracker is a step in the right direction;
by including data on job creation, wage rates,

prevai l i ng wage standards and the track record of
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contractors who receive public recovery funds, this
dat abase will help pronote the use of responsible
enpl oyers and the protection of workers' dignity and
publicly fund the rebuil ding projects.

It will also allow New Yorkers to see
where aid noney is being spent so we can ensure it is
bei ng distributed equitably to all those who need it
t he nost.

Finally, we encourage the Conmttee to
al so guarantee that reporting enforcenent nmechani sns
are put into place and that these reporting
requi renents apply retroactively to funds that have
al ready been distributed. 32BJ strongly encourages
the novenent of this bill into the full body of the
Council and its passage into law. W |look forward to
working with all the Cty Council nmenbers in the near
future to support this issue. Thank you for your
time."

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much.

BETTI NA DAM ANl :  CGood afternoon, |'m
Bettina Dam ani and | direct Good Jobs New York; we
keep track of howthe City allocates econom c

devel opnent subsidies. Qur submtted testinony is an
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amendnent to the one we provided earlier, with two
very inportant points. First of all, we'd like to
recogni ze that the admnistration's novenent forward
and their presentation today was definitely a step in
the right direction, and in a weird way it was a
little nore...it was even very frustrating for ne
because we know this adm nistration can do this, we
know they can do it well; if the businessman there,

Bl oonberg's administration can't put forward an
incredibly brilliant website, we're gonna be in a | ot
of trouble, so we know they can do it and we're gl ad
that they're on it. Recognize that transition is
important -- this is a good franework to build from
but I think we need to dig a little bit deeper. For
exanpl e, there was a conversation about which

hospi tal s have gotten funds -- which hospitals got
those nonies; is it...you know, did NYU, not to
belittle NYU, but they have better resources and
access than in some of the other entities. Gantee
information is critical for transparency in the
comng years. W' ve |learned nmuch too nuch after

9/ 11, where we were able to talk about all the stuff
t hat happened afterwards; we need this information to

come nmuch nore efficiently and nuch nore detail ed so
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we can put stops on prograns that are not being done
efficiently; the game changer programis an
absol utely perfect exanple. W've been critical of
that programsince the first day it was announced and
in our responses to the City.

W wanna recogni ze the...| seemto be a
little confused about the local hiring conversation;
there was sone enphasis about how the adm nistration
| ooks like they' ' re gonna try and do sone | oca
hiring; |I'munder the understandi ng under Section 3 a
variety of efforts they're going to have to do that;
we know the City already takes in some of this
i nformati on through the Econom c Devel opnent
Corporation; corporations already provide job
detailed information, so that's absolutely critical.
And al so, recogni zing...there's supposed to be a
public hearing...this actually a question I'd like to
ask; maybe sonebody on the Council can get us a
straight answer -- the new recommendations that cane
out from HUD about two weeks ago tal ked about how
there has to be a 30-day comment period, which is
much better than the two-week comment period; | nean,
no doubt, that we had before. But the |anguage says

public hearing and we've only been hearing fromthe
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adm ni stration that there needs to be public conment
period, so if there could be a clarification for your
constituents and for advocacy groups |ike ours, then
we can help bring nore conversation and transparency
to the process overall. And also, we just got a FOL
request back fromthe New York City Industria
Devel opnment Agency | ast week -- this is what happens
when we don't have good transparency -- these are
sheets and sheets of redacted [bell] information on
corporations that have already received funds for
Sandy recovery. This is unacceptable; this is not
gonna allow us to proceed forward transparently.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. Does anyone have questions? |'m not seeing...
t hank you very nuch

TANI SHA EDWARDS: This will be the | ast
panel ; we will hear from Josh Kellerman and Natalie
Hager [ phonetic].

JOSH KELLERVAN:  Good afternoon. M/ nane
I's Josh Kellerman; | work for ALIGN, the Alliance for
a Geater New York; we're a permanent alliance of
| aboring conmunity in New York City. | submtted

testinony, but I'mjust going to speak in response to
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sone of the points that were nmade earlier. The first
comment is on the jobs data and contractor burden
that was identified by the Mayor's office and it's
sonet hing that Bettina Dam ani just brought up; that
the Mayor's office is saying we can't get good jobs
data and that is somewhat true, but we are collecting
this data anyways right now, the New York City EDC
on nearly every single project that it finances
collects very detailed jobs data; it's provided by
contractors, it's reported in a downl oadabl e
dat abase; it states how many they prom sed, how many
they currently have, etc. and | also agree that the
City is obligated to conply with Section 3 for sone
conmponents of the Community Devel opnent Bl ock G ant
fundi ng and that requires a degree of collecting of
j obs dat a.

On prevailing wage, eight units and above
and public works all require conpliance with
prevailing wage; that data is already collected and
shoul d be collected in this database and available to
t he public.

On the threshold anpunt of $100, 000 t hat
our friend fromthe Legal A d Society nentioned,

think that is an open question; we should have a very
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specific rational for why $100,000 is the right
threshold and lower it if necessary.

On privacy, the era funding,
recovery.gov, reports address data for every project
and also the EDC for all of their funding, tracks
very specific addresses of recipients, so | think
that there is a precedent for this.

And there was a question as to whet her
the Mayor's argunent is a |legal argunment or sinply a
practicality argunment and we should identify what
specifically they are concerned about; if it's |legal,
let's figure that out.

And I'd also like to nmention on the
useful ness, they did not nention [bell] whether their
dat abase i s downl oadabl e; they did not nention
whether it's going to be tied specifically to the New
York City OQpen Data portal, which I think is
essential and also, | think that aggregate data,
while it's useful, really does not allow conmunity
menbers and governnent to really assess the success
of these programs; this aggregated data is essentia
and we will not get this under the Mayor's proposal.

So | think that 1040-A should proceed. Thank you.
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NATHALI E ALEGRE: Thank you. M nane is
Nat halie Al egre and |'m Coordi nator of the Alliance
for a Just Rebuilding, or AJR As you know, AJRis a
statew de coalition of many organi zati ons havi ng
doi ng work on the ground with Sandy conmunities since
after the storm happened and we have been focused the
| ast couple nonths and really making sure the
recovery is equitable and is done in a just way. |
also testified at the last public hearing; | won't
repeat all nmy coments; | will nention just that we
continue to thank Council Menber Richards and Lander
and nmenbers of this commttee for |eadership on this
issue; we're really happy to support the bill. At
the last hearing with a press conference that was
wel | -attended we had a | ot of fol ks there from Sandy
survivors, like Helene fromFaith in New York, day
| aborers and others that really care about this
issue. So | will just say we do agree it's a step
forward in the right direction what the Gty is doing
right now, we will echo a |l ot of the recommendati ons
col | eagues here have already nentioned; | think in
particular it is really, really inportant that we
have grantee-specific data and not aggregate dat a;

that is the only way we'll really get to the core of
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the concerns many in our coalition want to know,
nanely, what jobs are we creating, what wages we're
creating; are they Section 3 conpliant jobs; are we
hiring contractors with a history of health and
safety violations, and other details that are very,
very specific and as Josh Herneling [pheontic] has
mentioned, this is not information that is press in,
set in or new, this is stuff that cities are
requiring on a grantee-specific way in many other
prograns. So we would like to really ask that as we
nove forward with the bill we nake sure, again, |
t hi nk as Council Menber Lander nentioned, that we
make sure transition makes all of this possible and
continue to express and wll continue to support Int.
1040- A as we nove forward. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. | wanna thank you for testifying; | wanna
t hank everyone for comn' out again and testifying;
this concl udes the hearing.

[ gavel ]
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