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PROPOSED INT. NO. 120-A:
By: Council Members DeBlasio, Baez, Boyland, Brewer, Clarke, Diaz, Gerson, Monserrate, Reyna and Liu; also Council Members Gennaro, Jackson, Koppell, Lopez, Martinez, Quinn, Rivera, Vann and Sanders.

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to securing access for emergency domestic violence shelter. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 21-130 to Chapter 1 of title 21.

The Committee on General Welfare will meet on July 25, 2002 to consider Proposed Int. No. 120-A, which would clarify the individuals entitled to receive emergency domestic violence shelter and would prohibit emergency domestic violence shelters from requiring documentary proof of the incidence of violence to be eligible for emergency shelter or other related services.  The Human Resources Administration, the Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, advocates, and survivors of domestic violence are expected to testify. 

BACKGROUND:


Under the New York State Social Services Law, local social services districts, such as New York City, are required to provide specialized emergency shelter and services for survivors of domestic violence.  New York City provides emergency shelter through a network of not-for-profit, community-based facilities specializing in domestic violence and through facilities directly operated by the City through the Human Resources Administration (HRA).  Emergency shelters are anonymous facilities that guard confidentiality to protect victims from their abusers.  These shelters and related services provide women and their children with a vital alternative to remaining in their current home or turning to the City’s homeless shelters, which do not offer the same safety standards.  

The incidence of domestic violence is widespread throughout New York City.  In 2001, the New York Police Department (NYPD) reported nearly 24,000 family-related arrests, 4,000 of which were for violations of Orders of Protection.  In many cases, the consequences of domestic violence are severe.  The most recent data available indicates that nearly half of all female homicide victims in New York City are killed in intimate partner homicides.
  A U.S. Department of Justice study found that of the 7.7 million rapes and physical assaults perpetrated by intimate partners each year, more than 2.5 million result in injury.
  Given the gravity of domestic violence, victims and their children must have access to safe shelter and related services.  

The City currently operates 1,500 emergency beds and 150 transitional beds, while the New York City Domestic Violence Hotline receives approximately 140,000 calls each year, averaging close to 12,000 calls per month.
  According to advocates, on average, each call represents the needs of one woman and two children. 


Int. 120-A responds to reports of victims who were required to produce documentary proof prior to receipt of emergency services.  The proposed law would eliminate barriers to shelter access by specifying the categories of individuals to be considered “family or household members” for purposes of determining whether domestic violence has occurred and by specifying that victims of domestic violence would not be required to produce documentary evidence, such as a police report or an order of protection, in order to receive access to emergency shelter or other services. 

ANALYSIS:


Proposed Int. No. 120 would amend the administrative code of the city of New York to add a new section 21-130, pertaining to the provision of emergency shelter and related services in New York City. Section 21-130 (a) would define the term domestic violence victim, including an outline of the acts that constitute domestic violence and specification of individuals who are to be considered “family or household members” for purposes of determining whether an instance of domestic violence has occurred.  

Section 21-130 (b) would specify that victims of domestic violence not be required to produce documentary proof of the incident in order to obtain access to emergency shelters and related services. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This local law would be effective immediately.







� See Susan Wilt, Susan Illman and Maia Brodyfield, “Female Homicide Victims in New York City, 1990-1994,” New York City Department of Health.  


� See Patricia Tjaden and Nancy Thoennes, Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence: Research Report, Findings from the Nat’l Violence Against Women Survey, U.S. Dep’t of Justice, July 2000.


� See http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/html/stats.html.
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