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INTRODUCTION


On December 21, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1063-A.  This legislation would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, to require the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to provide notice of major transportation projects to affected council member(s) and community board(s). 
BACKGROUND

The City Charter authorizes DOT to have charge and control of the construction, maintenance and repair of public roads, streets, highways, parkways, bridges and tunnels.
  Recently, there have been some complaints that when DOT does a major transportation project, it does not give notice or enough notice to the all parties that might be affected by the project.
  This bill would seek to ensure that the public gets sufficient notice of certain major projects by requiring DOT to at least provide notice to affected community boards and council members.

The Council intends for this bill to provide minimum notice requirements for major transportation projects.  Nothing in this bill should be construed to prohibit DOT, or other City agencies that implement major transportation projects, from providing notice that exceeds the requirements of this bill, including for length of notice, requirements for number of public hearings, etc.  The Council expects City agencies, when performing major transportation projects that will severely affect an area, to provide notice that exceeds the requirements of this bill.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Pro. Int. No. 1063-A would add a new section 19-101.2 entitled “Review of major transportation projects” to the code.  Paragraph 1 of new subdivision a would define the term “Affected council member(s) and community board(s),” to mean the council member(s) and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major transportation project is to be located.  Paragraph 2 of new subdivision a would define “Major transportation project,” to mean any project that, after construction will alter four or more consecutive blocks, or 1,000 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less, involving a major realignment of the roadway, including wither removal of a vehicular lane (s) or full time removal of a parking lane(s) or addition of vehicular travel lane(s).
Subdivision b of new section 19-101.2 would provide that if any agency of the City other than DOT implements a major transportation project, such agency, in lieu of DOT, shall provide the notice required by new section 19-101.2.  Subsection c would provide that prior to implementation of a major transportation project, DOT shall forward notice of such project to affected council member(s) and community board(s) by electronic mail.
Subsection d would provide that within ten business days after receipt of notice, the affected council member(s) may submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to DOT and the affected community board(s) may submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to DOT and/or request a presentation of the major transportation project plan by DOT, which shall be made to the community board within thirty days of such community board’s request.

Subsection e would provide that DOT’s presentation to the community board include, at a minimum, the project limits, a description, and a justification of such plan, and a map showing the streets affected by such plan, and within three days of such presentation, shall be forwarded to the affected council member(s).

Subdivision f would provide that DOT consider recommendations and comments, if any, made under subdivision d of new section 19-101.2 and/or within seven days of the presentation to the community board, from the affected council member(s) and affected community board(s), and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into the plan.

Subdivision g would provide that DOT may implement its plan fourteen or more days after it sends an amended plan or notice that it will proceed with its original plan to the affected council member(s) and community board(s).


Subdivision h would provide that nothing in new section 19-101.2 be construed to prohibit DOT or other City agencies from providing notice of its major transportation projects on its website and to affected council member(s) and community board(s) and other interested parties by other means in addition to those specified in this section.


Subdivision i would provide that nothing contained in new section 19-101.2 be construed to require DOT to provide notification of major transportation projects requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety.
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 1063-A would provide that this local law take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment.
Pro. Int. No. 1063-A
By Council Members Gerson, Gentile, Comrie, Foster, Gonzalez, James, Lappin and Nelson

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notice of major transportation projects.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-101.2 to read as follows:


§19-101.2  Review of major transportation projects.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

1.  “Affected council member(s) and community board(s)” shall mean the council member(s) and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major transportation project is to be located, in whole or in part.

2.  “Major transportation project” shall mean any project that, after construction will alter four or more consecutive blocks, or 1,000 consecutive feet of street, whichever is less, involving a major realignment of the roadway, including either removal of a vehicular lane(s) or full time removal of a parking lane(s) or addition of vehicular travel lane(s).

b. If an agency of the city other than the department implements a major transportation project, such agency, in lieu of the department, shall provide the notice required by this section.

c.  Prior to the implementation of a major transportation project, the department shall forward notice of such project to affected council member(s) and community board(s) by electronic mail.

d.  Within ten business days after receipt of such notice: (i) the affected council member(s) may submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department; and (ii) the affected community board(s) may either submit recommendations and/or comments on such notice to the department and/or request a presentation of the major transportation project plan by the department, which shall be made to the community board within thirty days of such community board’s request.

e.  Each presentation shall include, at a minimum, the project limits, a description, and a justification of such plan, and a map showing the streets affected by such plan and, within three days of such presentation, shall be forwarded to the affected council member(s).

f. The department shall consider recommendations and/or comments, if any, made under the provisions of subdivision d of this section and/or within seven days of the presentation to the community board, from the affected council member(s) and affected community board(s), and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into the plan.

g.  The department may implement its plan fourteen or more days after it sends an amended plan or notice that it will proceed with its original plan to the affected council member(s) and community board(s).

h.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the department from providing notice of its major transportation projects on its website and to affected council member(s) and community board(s) and other interested parties by other means in addition to those specified in this section.

i. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department to provide notification of major transportation projects requiring immediate implementation to preserve public safety. 


§2.  This local law shall take effect one hundred and twenty days after it is enacted into law.
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