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Int. No. 1088
By Council Members Espinal, Williams, Levine, Palma, Rose, Richards, Rodriguez, Crowley, Constantinides, Rosenthal, Mendez, Torres, Salamanca, Menchaca, Cohen, Van Bramer, Levin, Lander, Ulrich and Borelli 
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to periodic inspections of gas piping systems
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Chapter 3 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new article 318 to read as follows:
ARTICLE 318
PERIODIC INSPECTION OF GAS PIPING SYSTEMS

§ 28-318.1 General. Building gas piping systems, other than gas piping systems of buildings classified in occupancy group R-3, shall be periodically inspected in accordance with this article. 
§ 28-318.2 Frequency of inspection. An inspection of a building’s gas piping system shall be conducted at periodic intervals as set forth by rule of the commissioner, but such inspection shall be conducted at least once every four years. The initial inspection for a new building shall be conducted in the tenth year following the issuance date of a temporary or final certificate of occupancy or as otherwise prescribed by rule.
§ 28-318.3 Inspection process. Gas piping systems shall be inspected and tested in accordance with sections 28-318.3.1 through 28-318.3.5.
§ 28-318.3.1 Inspection entities. Inspections of gas piping systems shall be conducted on behalf of the building owner by or under the direct supervision of a licensed master plumber with appropriate qualifications as prescribed by the department.

§ 28-318.3.2 Scope. At each inspection, in addition to the requirements prescribed by this article or by the department, all exposed gas lines from point of entry of gas piping into a building, including building service meters, up to individual tenant spaces shall be inspected for evidence of excessive atmospheric corrosion or piping deterioration, illegal connections, and non-code compliant installations. The inspection entity shall also test public spaces, hallways, corridors, and mechanical and boiler rooms with a portable combustible gas detector to determine if there is any gas leakage in excess of industry standards.
§ 28-318.3.3 Report on inspection. Inspection reports, signed by the inspector performing the inspection and the building owner, shall be submitted to the department on such forms and in such manner as required by the department within 60 days of the inspection. Each inspection report shall include, for each gas piping system inspected, a listing of potential violations, instances where parts of such system have worn to such an extent that the safe and reliable operation of such system may be affected, gas leaks and any additional information required by the department. A copy of the report shall be delivered to the building owner within 30 days of the inspection. All reports shall be kept on file by the inspection entity and the building owner for at least eight years after the date of inspection. 

§ 28-318.3.4 Reporting an unsafe or hazardous condition. If an inspection reveals any of the following conditions, the inspection entity shall notify the owner, the utility and the department immediately:

1. A gas leak;

2. Evidence of illegal connections or non-code compliant installations; or

3. Any other condition that is unsafe or hazardous to life and safety.

§ 28-318.3.5 Repair of defects.  The building owner shall correct all defects and violations identified in the inspection report. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of buildings shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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