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I am Gary LaBarbera, President of the Building and Construction Trades Council of Greater New
York & Vicinity. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit this testimony in support of the
970 Franklin Avenue Project.

The Building and Construction Trades Council is an organization of local building and
construction trade unions that are affiliated with 15 International Unions in the North American Building
Trades Union. Our local union affiliates represent approximately 100.000 union construction
workers. The Building Trades mission is to raise the standard of living for all workers. to advocate for
safe work conditions and to collectively advance working conditions for our affiliates” members, as well
as all workers in New York City.

The 970 Franklin Avenue project is proposing to rezone 962-972 Franklin Avenue in the Crown
heights neighborhood of Brooklyn to create a fourteen (14) story, mixed-income residential development
in the neighborhood that will include approximately units dedicated to workforce and affordable housing.
This type of project must move forward given our City’s housing shortage as it will create housing
affordable for our City’s teachers. firefighters. nurses, bus drivers and grocery clerks. Additionally, this
project is anticipated to create 1.000 union construction jobs and will be financed, built, and operated with
Union labor: providing well-paying jobs with family-sustaining wages and benefits to the residents of our

City.
970 Franklin Avenue is an example of the type of housing projects that our City must support. Tt
will create housing units that are affordable for working class citizens while also creating jobs with fair

wages and benefits that will allow workers to be able to afford to live in this City.

We thank you for this opportunity to submit this testimony in support of the 970 Franklin Avenue
project.
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Laborers’ Local 1010 is the premier Paving and Road Building Union of New York City. Our
members work together to build streets, bridges, and highways throughout the five boroughs of
NYC. Local 1010, an affiliate of the NYS Laborers’, representing 40,000 men and women across
the state, is a proud affiliate of the Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA). It
is of the utmost importance for the Laborers’ Union that our members, and the communities they
live, in are at the center of our advocacy.

Today, I am providing testimony to state Laborers’ Local 1010°’s SUPPORT of the 970
Franklin Avenue project (962-972 Franklin Avenue) and the proposal to rezone 962-972
Franklin Avenue in the Crown Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn to create a mixed-income
residential development dedicated to workforce and affordable housing. Important to note —
this project will be built by members of the NYC Building and Construction Trades and will be
financed by the AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust, and that itself should be sufficient
reason to support it.

At a time when inequality is at an all-time high, unions play a critical role in ensuring family-
sustaining wages and benefits for workers and their families, and by that standard, building up
the middle class. Unionized careers in the Building Trades not only support individual workers
and their families but also stimulate the local economy. When union workers earn decent pay,
they spend those earnings in their communities—on housing, groceries, healthcare, and
education—creating a positive ripple effect that benefits us all.

This project is a Union BFO (Build, Finance, Operate) initiative, meaning it will be union-built,
union-financed, and union-operated, ensuring high standards and accountability throughout
the process. Residents, some of whom are our union members, were engaged in this process to
have their needs and concerns heard and addressed. This project will create affordable housing
options for residents and essential workers as well as generate almost 1,000 union jobs,
providing stable employment opportunities and an opportunity for more residents to earn a
family-sustaining wage and career in the Building and Construction Trades, all while
contributing to the economic vitality of Crown Heights.

In conclusion, the impact of union construction labor extends far beyond this job site. This
project has the opportunity to expand the pathway to the middle class to more NY resident and
ensure safer working conditions. By investing in and supporting union labor, we invest in a more
equitable and prosperous future for our communities. Thank you for this opportunity.
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