Int. No. 841

By Council Members Weprin and Comrie (by request of the Mayor)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing an increase in the amount to be expended in thirteen business improvement districts 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. 
Subdivision a of section 25-420.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 69 for the year 1996, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Steinway Street business improvement district beginning on July 1, [1996] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)] three hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($325,000).


§ 2.  
Subdivision a of section 25-423.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 61 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the 34th Street business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2007] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [nine million two hundred sixteen thousand dollars ($9,216,000)] nine million two hundred ninety-one thousand five hundred dollars ($9,291,500).


         
§ 3. 
Subdivision a of section 25-424 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2002, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Myrtle Avenue business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2002] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [three hundred thousand eight hundred forty-five dollars ($300,845)] four hundred six thousand one hundred forty-one dollars ($406,141).



§ 4.
Subdivision a of section 25-426 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2005, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the 82nd Street business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2004] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [one hundred ninety-four thousand nine hundred dollars ($194,900)] two hundred twenty-four thousand four hundred fifty dollars ($224,450).


§ 5. 
Subdivision a of section 25-428.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 61 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Lower East Side business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2007] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [two hundred forty-five thousand two hundred dollars ($245,200)] two hundred ninety thousand four hundred  dollars ($290,400).




§ 6.  
Subdivision a of section 25-438.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 93 for the year 1995, is amended to read as follows: 



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Village Alliance business improvement district beginning on July 1, [1995] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [five hundred nine thousand dollars ($509,000)] nine hundred eighty-four thousand nine hundred dollars ($984,900).


§ 7.
Chapter 5 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-443.1 to read as follows:



§ 25-443.1 Sunset Park 5th Avenue business improvement district.


a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Sunset Park 5th Avenue business improvement district beginning on July 1, 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000).



b.  The amount of such expenditure to be levied upon each property in the district shall be determined in accordance with the method of assessment set forth in the Sunset Park 5th Avenue business improvement district plan.


§ 8.
Subdivision a of section 25-450.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 30 for the year 2002, is amended to read as follows:


a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Lincoln Square business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2002] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [one million six hundred sixty-five  thousand  dollars ($1,665,000)] two million dollars ($2,000,000).



§ 9.
Subdivision a of section 25-451 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2002, is  amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Church Avenue business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2002] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [one hundred forty-five thousand dollars ($145,000)] one hundred eighty-eight thousand five hundred dollars ($188,500).


§ 10.
Subdivision a of section 25-452.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 10 for the year 2004, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the 47th Street business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2003] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [three hundred thirty-one thousand three hundred sixty-seven dollars ($331,367)] five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).


§ 11.
Chapter 5 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-455.1 to read as follows:



§ 25-455.1 Columbus Avenue business improvement district.


a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Columbus Avenue business improvement district beginning on July 1, 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of three hundred eight thousand eight hundred dollars ($308,800).



b.  The amount of such expenditure to be levied upon each property in the district shall be determined in accordance with the method of assessment set forth in the Columbus Avenue business improvement district plan.


§ 12.
Chapter 5 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-457.1 to read as follows:



§ 25-457.1 Kingsbridge business improvement district.


a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Kingsbridge business improvement district beginning on July 1, 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of three hundred twenty-nine thousand dollars ($329,000).



b.  The amount of such expenditure to be levied upon each property in the district shall be determined in accordance with the method of assessment set forth in the Kingsbridge business improvement district plan.


§ 13.
Subdivision a of section 25-459 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 36 for the year 2003, is amended to read as follows:



a.  The city council having determined, pursuant to subdivision b of section 25-410 of chapter four of this title, that it is in the public interest to authorize an increase in the amount to be expended annually in the Brighton Beach business improvement district beginning on July 1, [2003] 2008, and the council having determined further that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of chapter four of this title will not be exceeded by such increased expenditure, there is hereby authorized in such district an annual expenditure of [one hundred sixty thousand dollars ($160,000)] one hundred ninety thousand dollars ($190,000).



§ 14. 
This local law shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of July 1, 2008.







Staff:
Tanisha Edwards
                                                                                     Counsel to the Committee

 








Ralph Hernandez, Finance Analyst
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November 13, 2008
INT 841:

By Council Members Weprin, James, and Palma (by request of the Mayor)
 
TITLE: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing an increase in the annual expenditure for the Steinway Street, 34th Street, Myrtle Avenue, 82nd Street, Lower East Side, Village Alliance, Sunset Park 5th Avenue, Lincoln Square, Church Avenue, 47th Street, Columbus Avenue, Kingsbridge Avenue, and the Brighton Beach Business Improvement Districts; and setting of the time and place for the hearing of the local law increasing the annual expenditure for such districts.

 


This local law would authorize an increase in the annual expenditures for thirteen Business Improvement Districts (“BIDs”) effective as of July 1, 2008.  Resolution No. 1664, adopted by the Council on October 23, 3008, set today as the date for the public hearing on the proposed local law authorizing the increases.  

Pursuant to §§ 25-410(b) of the Administrative Code, a Business Improvement District (“BID”) may obtain an increase in its budget (i.e. the total amount allowed to be expended annually by the BID for improvements, services, maintenance and operation by means of the adoption of a local law amending the BID’s district plan.  Such a local law may be adopted by the City Council after a determination that it is in the public interest to authorize such an increase in the maximum annual amount, and that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of the Administrative Code will not be exceeded.  Notice of the hearing on this local law must be published in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the district specifying the time when, and the place where, the hearing will be held and stating the increase proposed in the maximum amount to be expended annually.  


Although this is the only relevant legal requirement for the provision of notice, in the case of other recent requests for budget increases by BIDs, the Finance Committee Chair informed the Department of Small Business Services that it desires written notices of the proposed increases and the hearing date to be mailed to property owners within the BIDs, and has only considered budget increases for those BIDs providing such additional notice.  The Chair has requested that the same procedure be followed with regard to the increases that are the subject of this local law, and at the October 23, 2008 hearing on the Resolution setting the date for this hearing, DSBS committed to having these notices mailed. 

 

The following BIDs have requested increases to their budgets as indicated below:

	BID
	Current Budget
	Proposed Budget

	         Bronx
	
	

	Kingsbridge 
	$235, 000
	$  329,000


	BID
	Current Budget
	Proposed Budget

	
	
	

	Brooklyn


	
	 

	Brighton Beach
	$160,000
	$    190,000

	Church Avenue
	$145,000
	$    188,500

	Sunset Park 5th Avenue
	$200,00
	$     300,000

	
	
	

	
	
	

	             Manhattan
	 
	 



	34th Street
	$9, 216,000
	$ 9,291,500

	47th Street
	$331,367
	$ 500,000

	Columbus Avenue
	$208,800
	$ 308,800

	Lincoln Square
	$1,665,000
	$ 2,000,000

	Lower East Side
	$245,200
	$ 290,400

	Village Alliance
	$509,000
	$ 984,900

	
	
	

	
	
	

	           Queens

	
	

	82nd Street
	$194,900
	$224,450

	Myrtle Avenue
	$300,845
	$406,141

	Steinway Street
	$250,000
	$325,000

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



These increases, which have already been approved by the District Management Associations of the 13 BIDs, would result in a higher assessment on all properties currently subject to BID assessments as a result of the increase in the assessment rate.  

When the Committee considers this proposed local law on November 13, it must answer the following three questions:


1. Were all notice requirements contained in the BID Law complied with?


2. Is it in the public interest to authorize an increase in expenditures for the individual BIDs?


3. Have the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of the BID Law been complied with?


If the Committee finds in the affirmative on these three questions (and if the additional mailed notices were sent out as per the Committee’s instructions) then the legislation can be adopted.  The local law authorizing the increases would be effective immediately, but would be deemed to have been in effect from July 1, 2008.
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