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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5  Joining me this morning are members of the

          6  Committee, Council Member Christine Quinn, Melinda

          7  Katz, Larry Seabrook, and Maria Baez. And we're also

          8  joined by Council Member Vincent Gentile, and we

          9  have one item on the agenda this morning. Two items,

         10  that are both related.

         11                 Land Use No. 417 and 418, N050133

         12  ZRK, and C050134A ZMK, which is commonly known as

         13  Bayridge rezoning. We have Regina Myer from the

         14  Department of City Planning who is about to make the

         15  presentation, and while you're getting set up, I

         16  would just like to say a few more remarks on behalf

         17  of Council Member Gentile, who has been working very

         18  hard on this application and we're happy to have

         19  scheduled this special meeting of the Subcommittee

         20  to get this done as expeditiously as possible.

         21                 Do you want to say something,

         22  Councilman, first? Great.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I, too, Mr.

         24  Chair, thank you and thank this Committee for the

         25  opportunity for having this special meeting so that
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          2  we can move this plan forward. Certainly what we

          3  have is a real marvel, proposed 249 block rezoning

          4  in Bayridge and it's a thorough plan, as you will

          5  hear in just a very, very few minutes from City

          6  Planning. It is a plan that is comprehensive and has

          7  been worked, has been a comprehensive work and a

          8  collaborative work with City Planning, the Community

          9  Board and members of my Preservation Committee.

         10                 It is something that we're very, very

         11  proud of, and something that the community needs

         12  immediately, and that's why with the good graces of

         13  our Chair Melinda Katz and you, Mr. Chairman, are

         14  able to have this special meeting today so that we

         15  can make this presentation and move this zoning

         16  forward to the full Land Use Committee and then

         17  tomorrow's session of the Council.

         18                 So with that, I think we can begin

         19  with the actual details, but it is a plan that

         20  people in Bayridge are anticipating, and are looking

         21  for as soon as possible.

         22                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         23                 MS. MYER: Good morning, Council

         24  members. I'm delighted to be here today on behalf of

         25  Chair Amanda Burden, to speak with you about the
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          2  proposal for 249 blocks in Bayridge District of

          3  Community District 10 in Brooklyn. This proposal

          4  could not have been accomplished without the

          5  tremendous leadership in diligent work from a

          6  remarkable number of people within the Bayridge

          7  community.

          8                 Of course, the members of Community

          9  Board 10, the Zoning and Land Use Committee surveyed

         10  the entire area, not only once, but twice, and has

         11  been working diligently with us for the past, for

         12  many years advocating for a zoning proposal to

         13  address the character of their neighborhood.

         14                 Council Member Vincent Gentile's

         15  Preservation Task Force has also been incredibly

         16  instrumental on the development of this proposal, as

         17  well as State Senator Martin Golden.

         18                 All members of Community Board 10

         19  truly work together on this proposal.

         20                 The Bayridge rezoning proposal built

         21  on the Mayor's commitment to protect the City's low

         22  density neighborhoods by ensuring that new

         23  development reinforces and never underminds the

         24  great neighborhood fabric.

         25                 The proposed rezoning provides
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          2  protections against out of scale developments on

          3  Bayridge's unique limestone townhouse blocks, and it

          4  would also triple the number of blocks from 32 to

          5  101 for only detached or semi-detached housing would

          6  be permitted.

          7                 On blocks characterized by

          8  single-family homes, the new zoning will no longer

          9  permit their demolition, and their replacement, with

         10  out of scale multi-family condo-developments or

         11  Fedder houses, as you will be hearing now.

         12                 We've also tailored the limestone

         13  areas, which are so much a part of the Bayridge

         14  community to the R5B district, and recognize the

         15  commercial character of 86th Street and the area

         16  south of there.

         17                 The proposed zoning is very, very

         18  closely organized around the many, many different

         19  great highlights of the Bayridge community, and also

         20  allows opportunities for apartment house

         21  construction with ground floor retail where it

         22  already exists on the major thoroughfares.

         23                 With that, I'll turn it over to

         24  Kristin Guild of the Brooklyn Office who will go

         25  through a few more details of the proposal.
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          2                 The Department of City Planning

          3  proposes zoning map changes and text amendments for

          4  the 249 blocks --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I don't think

          6  it's on.

          7                 MS. GUILD: Is it on now? Okay. My

          8  name is Kristin Guild, I'm a Planner with the

          9  Brooklyn Office of City Planning. I'm very happy to

         10  be here this morning to present the Department's

         11  proposal for zoning map changes and text amendments

         12  for the 249 block Bayridge Special District in

         13  Brooklyn's Community District 10.

         14                 The proposed rezoning would provide

         15  protections against tear-downs within Bayridge's

         16  low-density mid-blocks by tripling the number of

         17  blocks where only detached and semi-detached housing

         18  is permitted.

         19                 At the same time, the proposed

         20  rezoning would allow opportunities for apartment

         21  house construction on the neighborhood's main

         22  thoroughfares, as well as supporting a continued

         23  auto show room and commercial presence in the

         24  neighborhood's commercial core that surrounds 86th

         25  Street.
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          2                 The Special Bayridge District is

          3  among the City's largest special districts, the

          4  current zoning that's shown here in the pastel, and

          5  was one of the first adopted specifically to

          6  preserve the scale and character of a distinctive

          7  built-up residential neighborhood.

          8                 Prompted by development in the 1970s

          9  of two large-scale tower developments, the 30-story

         10  special Bayridge Towers, which are in the northern

         11  part of the neighborhood, just up here, and the

         12  13-story Shore Hill Apartments, which are on the

         13  western side of the neighborhood along Shore Road,

         14  that SBRD was designed specifically to prevent

         15  further tower-type developments.

         16                 It established five preservation sub

         17  areas that modified the underlying zoning districts,

         18  and this graphic here with the current zoning shows

         19  both the underlying zoning districts with the lines

         20  and then the pastel colors indicate the overlays

         21  which are the special preservation areas.

         22                 In most neighborhood mid-blocks, the

         23  SBRD modifies the underlying R6 zoning district, by

         24  imposing a height limit of 32 feet, where normally

         25  there would be none in an R6, and a maximum FAR of
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          2  1.65, as opposed to 2.43.

          3                 While the special Bayridge district

          4  was extremely effective in preventing this sort of

          5  tower construction. It did not halt multi-family

          6  attached housing, replacing single-family detached

          7  homes in many parts of the district. With increasing

          8  frequency, single-family houses on large lots have

          9  been torn down and replaced with multi-family

         10  residences.

         11                 A few years ago, or really just a

         12  year and a half ago, a very distinctive

         13  single-family detached house on 80th Street was torn

         14  down and that really became sort of the battle cry

         15  for this application and for this rezoning.

         16                 As a result, there's growing

         17  community concern about the potential for eroding

         18  the character of Bayridge, and we developed this

         19  proposal in close coordination with Council Member

         20  Gentile's Preservation Committee and the community

         21  board.

         22                 The proposed zoning changes would

         23  better preserve the neighborhood scale and character

         24  by replacing many of the underlying zoning districts

         25  with lower density and contextual zoning districts

                                                            10

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  that regulate building type, as well as height and

          3  FAR.

          4                 R2, R3X and R4A detached districts

          5  are proposed for parts of the neighborhood that have

          6  a predominantly detached character. These blocks are

          7  concentrated on the western part of the

          8  neighborhood, generally west of Third Avenue here,

          9  but they are scattered throughout the neighborhood

         10  as well, east of Third Avenue and 80th Street is a

         11  great example of a predominantly detached character

         12  area. That is east of Third Avenue.

         13                 R31 and R41 semi-detached zoning

         14  districts are proposed for parts of the neighborhood

         15  that have a predominantly semi-detached character.

         16  These districts permit both semi-detached and

         17  detached housing stock.

         18                 And as Regina noted, in areas of the

         19  neighborhood that are predominantly row houses, and

         20  if you think specifically about the neighborhood's

         21  characteristic limestone row houses, we're proposing

         22  an R5B zoning district for those areas, and also

         23  where there is a mix of housing types.

         24                 R5B districts permit all housing

         25  types, including attached, but they do have a height
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          2  limit of 33 feet and they limit FAR to 1.35.

          3                 On the northern and southern portions

          4  of Shore Road, in these parts of the neighborhood.

          5  The predominant building type is six- and

          6  seven-story apartment buildings overlooking New York

          7  Harbor and the Verrazano Narrows Bridge.

          8                 For that area we are proposing an R6A

          9  and R7A zoning districts, which will permit

         10  apartment house construction of 70 feet to 80 feet

         11  respectively.

         12                 The proposal would also reinforce

         13  several of the avenues as corridors for mid-rise

         14  mixed retail and residential buildings, by mapping

         15  moderate density residential districts.

         16                 Northern Fifth and Third Avenues

         17  would be zoned R6B, which would permit buildings up

         18  to 50 feet in height, or approximately five stories,

         19  and southern Third and Fifth Avenues would have an

         20  R6A designation, permitting buildings of up to 70

         21  feet.

         22                 This is consistent with the existing

         23  built character of these areas. The neighborhood's

         24  retail hub surrounding 86th Street would have the

         25  same height limit, following regulations of the
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          2  proposed C43A district, which allows relatively

          3  large retail development such as department stores,

          4  as well as residential uses.

          5                 And northern 4th Avenue would be

          6  mapped with an R7B district, allowing apartment

          7  buildings up to 75 feet.

          8                 The triangle formed by 86th Street,

          9  Fourth Avenue and Fifth Avenue is known in Bayridge

         10  for its auto dealerships.

         11                 Most recently construction in this

         12  area has been medical and other office buildings,

         13  and the dealerships have started to spill over into

         14  adjacent residential areas with commercial overlays.

         15                 Clearly, this is the area of the

         16  neighborhood where these sorts of developments are

         17  best accommodated so the proposal would support them

         18  here and support reconcentrating them within this

         19  triangle by increasing the commercial density to 2

         20  FAR and the community facility density to 3 FAR with

         21  a C82 district that would be modified by the special

         22  Bayridge district zoning text.

         23                 The SBRD would also impose a 70 foot

         24  height limit for all building types in the area,

         25  consistent with the maximum-permitted heights for
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          2  the surrounding C43A and R6A districts.

          3                 Finally, a pared down version of the

          4  special district would be retained. Although the

          5  proposed contextual zoning districts would eliminate

          6  the need for the SBRD's preservation sub areas shown

          7  here in the pastel, a 32-foot height limit and a

          8  1.65 maximum FAR for community facilities, in most

          9  neighborhood residential mid-blocks would be

         10  retained by the SBRD, and the special district would

         11  also limit building heights and community facility

         12  FARs within the C82 district, as described a moment

         13  ago, and would mandate street tree plantings for any

         14  new residential and most commercial developments.

         15                 In conclusion, this fine-grained

         16  rezoning proposal for the 249 blocks at Bayridge,

         17  Brooklyn, effectively responds to a strong community

         18  call to the protection of a treasured New York City

         19  neighborhood.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Questions from

         22  Committee members? Any questions? No. It shows you

         23  did a good job. Thank you.

         24                 We have three speakers signed up, and

         25  I will call them in the order that I will ask them
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          2  to speak, and I will ask all of them to come up at

          3  once.

          4                 Barbara Germack, from Community Board

          5  10, Brian Kassenbrock, is it? From Historic

          6  Preservation Committee, and Doris Cruz from the

          7  Alliance of Brooklyn Block Association?

          8                 MS. CRUZ: Bayridge.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Bayridge, okay.

         10                 MS. GERMACK: Hi, everyone. My name is

         11  Barbara Germack, and I am here today representing

         12  Community Board 10 on behalf of Chair Craig Eaton. I

         13  am also a member of Community Board 10 Zoning and

         14  Land Use Committee.

         15                 I would also like to take a moment to

         16  thank Council Member Vincent Gentile, who has worked

         17  hard in this preservation effort.

         18                 In 1997, our community was shaken by

         19  some community-defining events. At that time an as

         20  of right proposal to build a multi-plex theater in

         21  the heart of residential Bayridge was being planned.

         22                 Our special zoning, our special

         23  district zoning, had a huge hole in it, and the

         24  developers drove right through it.

         25                 This was an eye opener. The community
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          2  was quite polarized on how to solve this problem. We

          3  fought bitterly over the solution, should we allow a

          4  variance for a larger, more benign senior residents,

          5  demanded by the developers, in exchange for their

          6  promise not to build commercial on that spot.

          7                 But one thing was clear, despite the

          8  divergent fuse, everyone wanted to preserve

          9  Bayridge. Ultimately that episode had a happy ending

         10  and a silver lining. The developers eventually built

         11  an as of right apartment and the community came

         12  together in the realization that our special zoning

         13  was simply not all it was cracked up to be.

         14                 On close look, a special zoning

         15  scheme created to preserve the character of the

         16  community was little by little forcing its character

         17  to change. From inexplicable provisions, such as the

         18  one that prohibits rear-yard parking in residences

         19  smaller than four families, to a height limit that

         20  gives developers just enough of an incentive to

         21  demolish beautifully stately old homes and replace

         22  them with box-like structures that have come to be

         23  known as Fedders's homes, the current zoning simply

         24  was not up to its assigned job of preserving the

         25  character of the neighborhood.
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          2                 The Board consulted with City

          3  Planning and we were told in 1999 that we must

          4  justify our case before we could look for relief.

          5  And so it was that Community Board 10 in December

          6  2004 adopted a 55-page report entitled the case for

          7  preservation zoning that includes an appendix volume

          8  of over 30 exhibits.

          9                 This report concluded that while our

         10  current zoning had succeeded in keeping the super

         11  tool, co-op City style apartment buildings at bay,

         12  the task for which it was principally designed, it

         13  left the community vulnerable to the

         14  uncharacteristic Fedders's homes, that not only

         15  aesthetically challenged, but unreasonably increased

         16  the density of community life, making our lives more

         17  stressed and our copies less valuable.

         18                 Community Board 10's report was the

         19  product of hard work. The Community Board survey

         20  compared every single park in the district with its

         21  character in 1978 when the special zoning was

         22  passed.

         23                 The Community Board was divided into

         24  11 sectors and Board members conducted separate

         25  public hearings related to zoning issues in each
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          2  case.

          3                 We also conducted dedicated public

          4  hearings before adopting our report, and before

          5  supporting DCP's application before you today.

          6                 This down-zoning plan will go a long

          7  way to accomplishing our goal of preservation. The

          8  Community Board is enthused with this proposal,

          9  drafted by such competent people as Borough Director

         10  Regina Myer and her staff, and we want to assure all

         11  Council Members here today that we enthusiastically

         12  support its adoption.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         14                 Next speaker.

         15                 MR. KASSENBROCK: Thank you. Good

         16  morning, ladies and gentlemen, members of the

         17  Council, members of the City Planning Commission,

         18  and members of the audience.

         19                 Victoria Hoffbau, who has worked on

         20  Councilman Gentile's Historic Preservation

         21  Committee, was unable to be here this morning, and

         22  she asked me to read a statement to you.

         23                 I'm going to briefly read that and

         24  make just one comment that is my own.

         25                 Victoria says, "As Chair of the
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          2  Councilman Gentile's Preservation Committee, I

          3  apologize for my absence, due to a training I must

          4  attend for my job.

          5                 I've asked Brian Kassenbrock to read

          6  my testimony. In 1997, after fighting a three-year

          7  battle to landmark an 1847 Greek revival house known

          8  as the Bennett House, which was slated for

          9  demolition, the Bayridge Conservancy was created.

         10                 And since that time, we have been

         11  advocating zoning changes. Frustrated by the

         12  constant erosion of our beautiful homes from

         13  developers and by the lack of movement in rezoning,

         14  the Bayridge Conservancy approached Councilman

         15  Gentile about forming a preservation Committee and

         16  immediately after he won election, he did so without

         17  hesitation.

         18                 Since that time, Councilman Gentile

         19  has become a crusader, not only for our community

         20  but for the entire City when it comes to preserving

         21  the character of distinctive neighborhoods.

         22                 He not only worked to get a

         23  commitment from City Planning to rezone Bayridge,

         24  but has taken a comprehensive approach, he has

         25  championed new legislation that will ensure safe
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          2  housing for our residents and accountability of

          3  developers.

          4                 Councilman Gentile's Preservation

          5  Committee had two main objectives in advocating for

          6  zoning changes, to preserve the special Bayridge

          7  district so that the community would have future

          8  opportunities to tailor zoning to our neighborhood

          9  and to utilize contextual zoning.

         10                 City Planning rezoning proposal

         11  receives both of these goals.

         12                 We are grateful to Amanda Burden, to

         13  Regina Myer, for listening to our concerns and to

         14  Richard Jacobs, Kristin Guild and Devon Rice on the

         15  Brooklyn staff of City Planning for working

         16  tirelessly on rezoning of 249 of our blocks.

         17                 At Community Board 10's public

         18  hearing on City Planning rezoning proposal, the

         19  office was sensitive to our concerns and amended

         20  their application.

         21                 They also explained how some of our

         22  concerns were not possible under new zoning

         23  regulations, such as the subdivision of properties

         24  along Ridge Boulevard, and further development of

         25  the Shore Hill parking lot.
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          2                 We support the City Planning's

          3  proposal for rezoning of 249 blocks in Bayridge.

          4                 We look forward to working with City

          5  Planning on the very near future on our Fort

          6  Hamilton, Dyker Heights and Bath Beach areas.

          7                 We also applaud our incredible City

          8  Council, who has done more than any, in my lifetime,

          9  to eliminate the horrendous destruction of our

         10  neighborhoods.

         11                 I'm a little older, I don't know if I

         12  would say exactly the same thing. It's uncanny when

         13  you're reading someone else's remarks.

         14                 We ask that you continue in these

         15  endeavors and focus on requiring the City Department

         16  of Buildings to not only be accountable, but also to

         17  acknowledge, also to acknowledge and be effective in

         18  their enforcement, to raise the penalties for

         19  developers who are not following labor laws or

         20  building codes, and most of all, to repeal

         21  self-certification.

         22                 So, those are Victoria's remarks.

         23                 I'd just like to bring up another

         24  issue that I read. You know, every so often you read

         25  a book that really is contestinal, you know, you
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          2  remember it years later, and it made an impact, and

          3  it was a book by a man name Oefels, called ecology

          4  and the politics of scarcity, published in the

          5  1970s. And I was very pleased to see its gone

          6  through several printings and is found in all the

          7  University libraries now. And in this book, Oefels

          8  developed the concept of what he called the "dilemma

          9  of the common green," and it has since become a

         10  recognized paradigm in environmental and urban

         11  issues. And the dilemma of the common grain was

         12  that, you know, if you visit New England, you see

         13  these little towns with the quaint parks, those

         14  parks were actually pasture land originally, and the

         15  little houses around the parks, each family had a

         16  cow, they put the cow in the pasture, take it in at

         17  night, milk it, and do whatever with dairy products

         18  and so on.

         19                 As these communities developed,

         20  though, there were more and more cows, and the

         21  pasture land, the common green, began to become

         22  over-grazed. And an over-grazed pasture, 18th

         23  Century, agriculturists knew very well becomes

         24  useless, this will start to grow the wrong kinds of

         25  poisonous grasses, it becomes an economic disaster.

                                                            22

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 So, it was imperative to save the

          3  common green from becoming overgrazed, and they had

          4  to limit the number of cows. But it was a dilemma,

          5  it was always somebody else who wanted to put a cow

          6  on the green. And, of course, we no longer have this

          7  problem with the park. But it is an analogy of

          8  struggle that goes on in urban issues.

          9                 Bayridge is highly developed urban

         10  area. We're surrounded by highways, we have a

         11  limited transportation system in terms of highways,

         12  local roads, subway and bus transportation. We're at

         13  the nexus of a major interchange of interstate

         14  traffic across the Verrazano Bridge, New Jersey,

         15  Staten Island, and Brooklyn, Long Island, Manhattan,

         16  so on and so forth.

         17                 How much can you develop further the

         18  density of such a community? And we feel that it's

         19  pretty clear that it's actually at or even beyond

         20  possibly an optimal point of development.

         21                 If there were always people who would

         22  want to build another house, who would want to build

         23  a bigger house, to move in a few more people, so

         24  this is truly a dilemma. It's not just a pure play

         25  that everyone is going to say enough already, you
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          2  know, we're overdeveloped.

          3                 And that's why I think that analogy

          4  is so apt to the situation.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

          7                 The next speaker.

          8                 MS. CRUZ: Good morning, ladies and

          9  gentlemen, members of the Council, members of the

         10  City Planning and other guests. My name is Doris

         11  Cruz. I am a member of Community Board 10, but I am

         12  not speaking as a member of the Community Board. I

         13  am a leader of the Alliance of Bayridge Block

         14  Association, and have been active in my community

         15  for over 20 years.

         16                 The residents of Bayridge in the

         17  special district are like the residents of a

         18  protected forest reserve that allows logging and

         19  development. We stood there and watched as the first

         20  old growth tree came down, as a stand of birches

         21  came down, and we didn't notice, we didn't notice

         22  the first five, the first ten, but when it was 20

         23  and suddenly our community had a different

         24  character, we looked around and said something is

         25  not right. And then in a quiet corner where there
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          2  had been no development, somebody said let's put in

          3  an amusement park, let's put in a theater, and our

          4  community was energized and polarized.

          5                 There was tremendous misunderstanding

          6  of the special district, and a need to learn more

          7  and a tremendous sense that we needed to do

          8  something.

          9                 There were many loud and angry voices

         10  in our community for a long time.

         11                 The community board started

         12  discussions with City Planning, and they actually

         13  started their review of the zoning process probably

         14  in early 2001, and were sidetracked by September

         15  11th, special elections in an area, in our

         16  community, but when that was done and we had a new

         17  Councilman and a new beginning, he appointed a

         18  hard-working, tenacious task force, that worked very

         19  hard with City Planning. The community board got

         20  back on track in reviewing and surveying the

         21  community, and the dialogue was begun and it was

         22  time to review our community.

         23                 The work continued and then it was

         24  submitted to City Planning. When Barbara describes

         25  the tomb (sic) committed -- submitted to City
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          2  Planning, it doesn't sound like much, but it was

          3  probably at least this hot.

          4                 There is tremendous work that went

          5  into it by all parts of the community, by the

          6  community board, by Council Member Gentile's Task

          7  Force, Marty Goldin's Task Force, the Alliance of

          8  Bayridge Block Associations, and other community

          9  groups.

         10                 We were waiting patiently and City

         11  Planning came and gave us special presentation to

         12  the community board and community groups and they

         13  brought this map.

         14                 And there was a hush. People who had

         15  been yelling at one another and could barely sit in

         16  the same room with one another for several years,

         17  looked at this map and said, and listened to the

         18  presentation and said something special has happened

         19  here, our community, instead of being large blocks,

         20  has now been broken down into little segments. It's

         21  being, each area is being viewed much more

         22  individually, let's look this thing over and really

         23  give it a good look.

         24                 Well, we did. We had some issues and

         25  City Planning heard about it, but most important was
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          2  an important change had been made to our, it was

          3  considered for our community and we feel it is very

          4  important. And as I said, the angry voices in our

          5  community have been stilled, and we believe that

          6  this is an important milestone for our community,

          7  and I thank you, and I hope you will vote for this.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you. Any

          9  questions?

         10                 Council Member Al Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Mr. Chairman, in

         12  view if the testimony I've heard, I would like to

         13  maintain a common ground and recommending we move to

         14  a cavalry (sic).

         15                 MR. KASSENBROCK: I would like to ask

         16  whose ox is gord?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Wait a second, I

         18  don't know if the dairy industry is going to go

         19  along with this.

         20                 I'm sure City Planning and the

         21  Mayor's Office is taking a good note of that.

         22                 Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

         23                 With that, let me just make one quick

         24  comment.

         25                 I'd like to thank the Department of
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          2  City Planning, and of course, the Mayor, for once

          3  again moving ahead on these rezonings.

          4                 And we've done so many of them

          5  through this Committee and the Land Use Committee

          6  and the City Council in the last six months to a

          7  year, however, it is so very interesting how many

          8  still loom on the horizon and how much still needs

          9  to be done.

         10                 And in case there is any doubt, Chair

         11  recommends approval at this item, and I'll ask

         12  counsel to call the roll.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: With

         18  congratulations to Council Member Gentile and his

         19  entire community, I vote aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my
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          2  vote? I think it was about two years ago or a year

          3  and a half ago that Council Member Gentile called me

          4  and said I want my district rezoned and I want it

          5  done within a year or two. And I'm like, that

          6  doesn't happen. Just so you know, it never happens

          7  that way. I'm happy to try, deal with City Planning,

          8  the Committee will work hard, the Subcommittee, Tony

          9  will work hard, but it will never happen, and once

         10  again I am proven wrong by the tenacity of the

         11  Councilman and also by the wonderful hard work of

         12  the City Planning Commission, as usual.

         13                 So, I want to just congratulate

         14  Councilman Gentile, the City Planning Commission,

         15  the Chair of the Subcommittee and really the staff

         16  for the work that they do to make sure we get these

         17  things quick.

         18                 And the neighborhood. A lot of folks

         19  don't realize how much work truly goes into this

         20  before it even gets to the City Planning Commission,

         21  and if it is not for the work and the district and

         22  the community board and the historical district,

         23  everyone has been around, it never would be so

         24  quick.

         25                 So, congratulations, and I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          9  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         10  no abstentions, and referred to the full Land Use

         11  Committee.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: That closes this

         13  meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and

         14  Franchises.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 22nd day of March 2005.
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