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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5                 Joining me are my colleagues, Council

          6  Member Simcha Felder, Melinda Katz, Eric Martin

          7  Dilan, Michael McMahon, Robert Jackson and Al Vann.

          8                 We have one item on the agenda this

          9  morning. Land Use No. 192 and 273. They are both

         10  related, commonly referred to as the Riverview

         11  application. C020332 MLQ, and N060426 ZRQ, for minor

         12  modifications to a previously approved large scale

         13  development.

         14                 This application lies within my

         15  Council district, and I'll have some comments after

         16  the presentation.

         17                 We have Vincent Petrano, representing

         18  the Applicant. I'd like to call him up.

         19                 MR. PETRANO: Thank you very much,

         20  Chair Avella.

         21                 Unfortunately, my architect has not

         22  arrived yet, but I have some handouts maybe you

         23  could pass around to show some of them. But let me

         24  start and hopefully he'll be here any moment and

         25  will join us.
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          2                 This was an application that

          3  originally came to the City Planning back in 1976

          4  for a large scale residential development in

          5  Community Board 7 in Queens in College Point.

          6                 At that time 500 units were approved,

          7  and this is at the very north end of College Point

          8  Boulevard, just northeast of the end of it. As I

          9  said, 500 units were approved in 1976, 236 were

         10  actually built at that time, and the person, the

         11  developer went bankrupt and a lot of different

         12  things happened to the property, there were some

         13  building collapses and what have you, and that

         14  seven, eight years ago my client assembled the

         15  remainder of the property. He had nothing to do with

         16  the previous developers, and he wanted to come and

         17  complete the project.

         18                 The previous developers also had done

         19  some landfill without getting approvals at the time.

         20  So, what my client did is he stepped in and he

         21  wanted to complete the esplanade that was supposed

         22  to be built and really was never built, and also

         23  built some additional units.

         24                 As I said, 500 were approved, 236

         25  were billed. However, this application is not to
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          2  build 264, which would have completed the 500, but

          3  to build 202 units, which is a reduction of 62.

          4  We've actually gone, that number has actually

          5  reduced through the years from 264 to 239 to 225 and

          6  down to 202 basically because of meetings with the

          7  local Council member.

          8                 But we have reduced that and we have

          9  made a much better plan, we think.

         10                 We're passing around some handouts

         11  because, as I said, the architect is not here. There

         12  is an aerial photo of the site, which shows a vacant

         13  piece, and then the second sheet I think is very

         14  interesting because it shows what was approved back

         15  in 1976 in the new plan.

         16                 What was approved back in 1976 were

         17  these very long buildings. In fact, six of them on

         18  the north side of Palace Cove Boulevard, basically

         19  blocking any view of the waterfront from the south

         20  of Palace Cove.

         21                 What was done instead now is much

         22  more the clusters were made, most of them south of

         23  Palace Cove, so there's a lot more views of the

         24  water from all the units that will be built.

         25                 Additionally, and I think very
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          2  important is that the, as part of the landfill being

          3  approved, which by the way DEC has already approved

          4  of the plan that we see, and we've actually made it

          5  better since DEC approval by adding some benches and

          6  doing some other things north of Palace Cove, but

          7  there is over 200,000 square feet of actually Shore

          8  Line Park that's going to be there for the

          9  community. And we worked very closely with a group

         10  up in College Point, Coastal Preservation, and the

         11  area is not going to just be improved the way we

         12  showed DEC, on the level part of it, but also down

         13  near the water there is going to be an extensive

         14  amount of work, basically bringing the beach area

         15  back to the way it was decades ago. We're going to

         16  be planting seed grasses, planting mussels, and

         17  basically bringing the area, and revitalizing the

         18  area to the way the local community in that area

         19  wanted it to be approved.

         20                 As I said, there is a number of

         21  actions here that some are ULURP, some aren't, but

         22  basically in a nutshell, the final result will be to

         23  build 202 units, units and townhouses, with a lot of

         24  open space, both south of Palace Cove, where the

         25  buildings are on, of course north of Palace Cove
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          2  where this park is.

          3                 We're happy to say that community

          4  board voted unanimously, 42 to nothing in favor of

          5  this application, and the Borough President and City

          6  Planning have followed the same course, and we ask

          7  for the City Council to do the same.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I failed to

          9  mention that we also have Council Member Larry

         10  Seabrook here, and we've also been joined by Council

         11  Member Helen Sears.

         12                 First of all, I want to thank you,

         13  Vincent, and the applicant. Because one of the

         14  things that concerned us greatly was the waterfront,

         15  preservation of the waterfront, access to the

         16  waterfront, and you're meeting with the Coastal

         17  Preservation Network, which is actually a couple of

         18  environmental activists from College Point. I think

         19  you've done a lot of good work in that respect, and

         20  the fact that they are happy says a lot. And I think

         21  that this will be a good project. I'm also obviously

         22  very happy that it's been reduced by 62 units.

         23                 I have  for my colleagues

         24  information. You know, have said publicly that if

         25  this was a totally new application, I probably would
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          2  be taking much stronger position in terms of

          3  reducing the number of units, but since they were

          4  previously approved for large scale development,

          5  reducing the number by 62 I think is probably as

          6  much as I can get out of mending the project.

          7                 And as was mentioned, the Community

          8  Board approved it 42 to nothing. I ask for your

          9  support.

         10                 Any questions? Comments?

         11                 I'll ask Counsel to call the roll.

         12  Chair recommends approval.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Avella.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye, and may

         19  all our meetings move just as quickly as this one.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Well, in that

          5  spirit, can I explain my vote for 20 minutes? I

          6  gotta make up the time, man. It makes me look bad

          7  for my meetings. Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         17  explain my vote.

         18                 I just wanted to say that I think it

         19  shows when you have a developer that really works

         20  with the communities and is very responsible and I

         21  think this is a good example of that. So, I thank

         22  you, and I vote aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Items passed

          3  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          4  abstentions. Nine in the affirmative, no

          5  abstentions, no negative votes, and the item passes

          6  to the full Land Use Committee.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          8  everyone.

          9                 This closes this meeting of the

         10  Subcommittee of Zoning and Franchises, and it has

         11  got to be one of the fastest meetings this Committee

         12  has ever done.

         13                 MR. PETRANO: Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And I want to

         15  thank everybody for showing up quickly.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 10:05 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 3rd day of October 2006.
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