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I. Introduction
On Wednesday, November 12, 2025, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Organizations, chaired by Council Member Erik Bottcher, will consider Preconsidered Resolution Number (Res. No.) 1133, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Adrienne Adams), which would declare the first Monday of November as Black Solidarity Day in the City of New York; and Preconsidered Res. No.1134, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Member Amanda Farías, which would declare January 15 as Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Day in the City of New York in recognition of the sorority’s enduring service, scholarship, and positive impact on families and communities.
II. Background
Carlos Enrique Coordington Russell was born on August 6, 1934, in Panamá City, Panamá, where he spent his early years surrounded by his family’s Afro-Caribbean culture. He moved to the United States (U.S.) in 1955 to attend De Paul University in Chicago and came to Brooklyn in 1961, where he became a leading activist, speaking out against discrimination, working in anti-poverty programs, and writing for the Black-owned Independent newspaper. Russell created the first Black Solidarity Day on November 3, 1969, which he described as “a Black Monday, a demonstration of Black solidarity, a general protest against the intensifying repression that threatens the very existence of Black people in America.” It drew thousands of New Yorkers to protests and activities, including boycotting work, school, and white-owned stores. It is still observed today with speeches and forums, including at Brooklyn College, where Russell was a professor and dean.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated (AKA) is a nonprofit Black Greek-Letter Organization (BGLO) of college-educated women focused on national and international issues including economics, education, the environment, human rights, equity, and social and political activism. AKA’s mission is “to cultivate and encourage high scholastic and ethical standards, to promote unity and friendship among college women, to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls and women in order to improve their social stature, to maintain a progressive interest in college life, and to be of ‘Service to All Mankind.’ ” AKA was founded at Howard University on January 15, 1908, making it the first of the four BGLOs for college-educated women. In 1930, AKA became a founding member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, which is the coordinating body of BGLOs of college-educated women and men committed to “community awareness and action through educational, economic, and cultural service activities,” whose nine sorority and fraternity members are known as the “Divine Nine.” AKA currently has a membership of more than 380,000 women in more than 1,096 undergraduate and graduate chapters throughout the U.S. and in other countries. AKA members have made significant contributions in the fields of literature, science, entertainment, sports, civil rights, and government, including as members of the New York City Council.




Preconsidered Res. No. 1133

Resolution declaring the first Monday of November as Black Solidarity Day in the City of New York 

By The Speaker (Council Member Adams)
Whereas, Carlos Enrique Coordington Russell was born on August 6, 1934, in Panamá City, Panamá, and spent his early years living with his family in the Canal Zone, then controlled by the United States (U.S.); and
Whereas, Russell’s Caribbean roots came from his maternal grandparents, who were born in Barbados and Jamaica and who had come to Panamá like many other migrants from Caribbean French and British colonies; and
Whereas, According to Kaysha Corinealdi’s article in Black Perspectives in September 2021, Russell grew up in the mostly Black town of La Boca, “surrounded by a rich Afro-Caribbean history that imbued day-to-day life, language, art, food, and commerce”; and
Whereas, In 1955, Russell came to the U.S. to study at De Paul University in Chicago, where he encountered segregation and discrimination; and
Whereas, In 1961, after graduation and having been employed at a settlement house in Chicago, Russell moved to Brooklyn, where he worked in the Albany Community Center with gang members and then at the Fort Greene Community Progress Center; and
Whereas, In Brooklyn, Russell became a leading activist and intellectual figure, speaking out against discrimination, working in anti-poverty programs, and finding his place in the arts community, including forming a Brooklyn branch of the Harlem Writers Guild and writing for the Black-owned Independent newspaper; and
Whereas, According to Russell’s obituary in The Journal of Pan African Studies, while serving as Panamá’s Ambassador to the United Nations and “inspired by Douglas Turner Ward’s fictional play Day of Absence in which a small town in the South is suddenly devoid of its Black population and is crippled by their absence,” Russell created Black Solidarity Day; and
Whereas, Russell explained on the first Black Solidarity Day, which was November 3, 1969, that he and his Black Solidarity Day Committee of activists aimed to make the Day “a Black Monday, a demonstration of Black solidarity, a general protest against the intensifying repression that threatens the very existence of Black people in America”; and
Whereas, On that first Black Solidarity Day, Russell and the Black Solidarity Day Committee decried welfare cuts that disproportionately hurt Black families, the discrimination that Black people suffered when applying for union jobs, and the mounting death toll of young Black men in the military sent to fight in Vietnam; and
Whereas, The first Black Solidarity Day drew thousands of New Yorkers to protests and planned activities, which included boycotting work, school, and white-owned stores; and 
Whereas, Speaking a year later at the second Black Solidarity Day, Russell said that a “city closed by Black folks would be an indication of the determination of Black people to use any means necessary to acquire liberation”; and
Whereas, Having earned a Ph.D. from what was then known as the Union for Experimenting Colleges, Russell worked as a professor at the State University of New York at Old Westbury and at The City University of New York’s Brooklyn College, where he later became the Dean of Contemporary Studies; and
Whereas, Russell was also well known as a poet, playwright, community theater producer, and radio talk show host; and
Whereas, Upon Russell’s death in Brooklyn on July 10, 2018, his family said in a statement that it was “his fervent desire for us, the community, to continue the fight for social justice and equality for all”; and 
Whereas, In that spirit, it is fitting that Black Solidarity Day continue to be observed and honored in Russell’s adopted hometown; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares the first Monday of November as Black Solidarity Day in the City of New York. 
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Resolution declaring January 15 as Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Day in the City of New York in recognition of the sorority’s enduring service, scholarship, and positive impact on families and communities

By The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Member Farías

Whereas, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated (AKA) is a nonprofit Black Greek-Letter Organization (BGLO) of college-educated women focused on national and international issues including economics, education, the environment, human rights, equity, and social and political activism; and
Whereas AKA’s mission, which has remained constant since its founding almost 118 years ago, is “to cultivate and encourage high scholastic and ethical standards, to promote unity and friendship among college women, to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls and women in order to improve their social stature, to maintain a progressive interest in college life, and to be of ‘Service to All Mankind’ ”; and
Whereas, AKA was founded at Howard University’s Miner Hall in Washington, D.C., on January 15, 1908, making it the first of the four BGLOs for college-educated women; and
Whereas, AKA’s founding members were nine juniors and seniors who were students at Howard University, one of the nation’s most distinguished Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs); and 
Whereas, AKA’s founding members, who were among the fewer than 1,000 Black students enrolled in U.S. colleges at the time and among just 25 women who graduated from Howard University between 1908 and 1911, went on to excel in the fields of education and social work; and
Whereas, In 1930, AKA became a founding member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, which is the coordinating body of BGLOs of college-educated women and men committed to “community awareness and action through educational, economic, and cultural service activities,” whose nine sorority and fraternity member organizations are now known affectionately as the “Divine Nine”; and 
Whereas, AKA, whose motto is By Culture and By Merit, currently has a membership of more than 380,000 women in more than 1,096 undergraduate and graduate chapters throughout the U.S. and in other countries around the world; and
Whereas, As the first sorority to be granted observer status at the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1946, AKA helped draft the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 and was recognized in 2009 by the UN as a non-governmental organization in special consultative status with the ECOSOC, based on AKA’s work in women’s rights and global poverty; and 
Whereas, The Epsilon Pi Omega Chapter of AKA is a graduate chapter, which was chartered in Queens, New York, in 1950, and now serves as the sponsor of the young women of Nu Mu, AKA’s undergraduate chapter located on the Queens campuses of St. John’s University, Queens College of The City University of New York (CUNY), and CUNY’s York College; and
Whereas, AKA members—through undergraduate and graduate chapters across the five boroughs—have contributed countless voluntary hours and leadership to New York City (NYC) neighborhoods, strengthening families, mentoring youth, supporting schools, fostering college access and persistence, and uplifting communities; and 
Whereas, Through various signature initiatives and partnerships, AKA chapters promote the attainment of education and lifelong learning, champion women’s and family health, expand economic opportunity and financial literacy, support small businesses and HBCUs, encourage environmental stewardship, advance civic engagement and social justice, and provide global and local service; and
Whereas, AKA programs such as the Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack (AKA CHIPP™) focuses on feeding needy students, thus ensuring that they have a few non-perishable meals and snacks for the weekends and on holidays, and the Youth Leadership Institute (YLI) focuses on middle school students, supporting them in connecting with other youth in person during frequent meetings where they experience the bonds of friendship, mentorship, and leadership skills; and 
Whereas, AKA programs have been generated to strengthen the AKA sisterhood, based on shared goals and the commitment to serve others; to empower AKA families by addressing childhood hunger, promoting youth leadership, and supporting mental well-being for families across generations; to build foundations for economic wealth, covering topics like personal financial planning, asset accumulation, managing debt, and improving credit; to enhance the environment by employing strategies to improve and protect the environment; to advocate for social justice by equipping communities with tools and knowledge to advocate and to enable them to mobilize for change; and to uplift local communities by focusing on local action to create global impact and make positive changes within those communities; and 
Whereas, AKA has launched a keen focus with multiple efforts on women’s health care and wellness, aiming to raise awareness for health issues impacting African-American women, with focuses on breast cancer awareness, heart health, nutrition, and caregiver support; and on arts education, promoting arts enrichment and culture by exposing communities to the visual and performing arts, showcasing local and national talent through various artistic endeavors, and engaging in global impact programs designed to expand the sorority’s international footprint and influence; and 
Whereas, These sustained efforts have directly benefitted New Yorkers of every age and background, including students, educators, seniors, Veterans, small-business owners, and new immigrant families, and have contributed to academic success, public health, neighborhood vitality, and economic resilience; and
Whereas, AKA members have made significant contributions in the fields of literature and science, including Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, Katherine Johnson, and Mae Jemison; and
Whereas, AKA members have made significant contributions in the fields of entertainment and sports, including Phylicia Rashad, Ava DuVernay, Gladys Knight, Ella Fitzgerald, Marian Anderson, Jessye Norman, Brandy, Wanda Sykes, Alicia Keys, Althea Gibson, and A’ja Wilson; and
Whereas, AKA members have made significant contributions in the fields of government and civil rights, including Coretta Scott King and her daughter Bernice King, Rosa Parks, former U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris, U.S. Representative Sheila Jackson Lee and other members of the U.S. Congress, state elected officials, and local elected officials, including members of the New York City Council; and
Whereas, As The New Yorker pointed out in an October 2024 article, AKA members include the first woman elected President of an African country, “the first Black woman to go to space, the first Women’s National Basketball Association player to score more than a thousand points, the first Black female mayor of a major American city, the first Black women to lead the Treasure and Energy Departments, the first Black woman to win a Grand Slam…and the first Black woman to become a major party’s Presidential candidate”; and
Whereas, In speaking at AKA’s 71st international biennial convention in July 2024, then Vice President Harris, who became an AKA member as a senior at Howard University, noted that AKA was founded “to create desperately needed social and legal change and to build networks of support for Black college women” before women had the right to vote and when there were not yet any Black members of the U.S. House of Representatives; and
Whereas, Vice President Harris continued that AKA members for a very long time “have been on the front lines to realize the promise of America” and called on her fellow AKA members to “continue that work…[to] fight for freedom, opportunity, and equality…[to] fight with optimism, with faith, and hope”; and
Whereas, AKA members are often easily recognized by their devotion to the sorority’s official colors of salmon pink and apple green; and
Whereas, The City of New York recognizes organizations whose consistent, measurable service strengthens the social fabric and reflects NYC’s values of equity, opportunity, and community; and
Whereas, NYC agencies, community organizations, schools, cultural institutions, and individual New Yorkers may observe this day with appropriate programs, volunteer service, and educational activities that highlight and advance the values exemplified by AKA; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York declares January 15 as Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Day in the City of New York in recognition of the sorority’s enduring service, scholarship, and positive impact on families and communities.
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