MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to smoke alarms.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This bill would amend article 312 of chapter 3 of title 28 the administrative code to require owners to replace required smoke alarms when they exceed the manufacturer’s suggested useful life. Alarms installed prior to the effective date would be required to be replaced by the later of 6 months after the effective date of the law or the expiration of the manufacturer’s suggested useful life of the alarm. All newly installed alarms must be equipped with an audible “end of life” warning device and with a non-removable, non-replaceable battery that powers the alarm for a minimum of ten years. The bill would also amend the Housing Maintenance Code to clarify owners and tenants responsibilities.  Owners would be required to inform tenants of the owners duty to replace expired alarms and tenants would be required to reimburse owners for such replacement in the same manner as for newly installed alarms.  

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
There is a public safety concern that dwelling units may be equipped with smoke alarms that no longer function properly.  Properly installed and working smoke alarms can provide an early warning of the presence of fire, allowing sufficient time for occupants to escape.  However all too often batteries  that power alarms are either removed or not replaced when they expire.
The proposed legislation will ensure that lives will be saved by mandating the periodic replacement of alarms and by requiring newly installed alarms to be equipped with  a non-removable, non-replaceable battery that powers the alarm for a minimum of ten years.  Tenants would be required to reimburse owners for such replacement in the same manner as for newly installed alarms.
Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
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