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Preconsidered Res. No. ___: 
By Council Members Chin and the Speaker (Council Member Quinn)

Subject:
Resolution calling upon the United States Senate to vote for and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009.

Proposed Res. No. 245-A: 
By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Lander, Brewer, Chin, Mendez, Palma, Williams and Rodriguez

Subject:
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to reconcile and pass A.10163 and S.8380 and the Governor to sign into law, an act to amend the Labor Law in relation to establishing the Wage Theft Prevention Act.

Introduction

On Wednesday November 10, 2010, the Committee on Civil Service & Labor, chaired by Council Member James Sanders Jr., jointly with the Committee on Lower Manhattan Redevelopment, chaired by Council Member Margaret Chin, will conduct a hearing on Preconsidered Resolution No. ___, a resolution calling upon the United States Senate to vote for and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009 and on Proposed Resolution 245-A, a resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to reconcile and pass, and the Governor to approve, legislation establishing the Wage Theft Protection Act.
On February 6, 2008, the Committee on Civil Service & Labor held a hearing on Res. No. 1058, a resolution calling upon the United States House of Representatives to pass and the United States Senate to introduce and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act (H.R. 3543). A second hearing and vote on the resolution was held by the Committee on Civil Service & Labor on February 13, 2009 and it was passed by the full Council the same day. 
Last year, on May 21, 2009, the Committees on Civil Service & Labor and Lower Manhattan Redevelopment held a hearing on Res. No. 1924-A, a resolution calling on Congress to amend and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act. A second hearing and vote on the resolution was held by the Committee on Civil Service & Labor on December 18, 2009 and it was passed by the full Council on December 29, 2009. 

Since then, the House of Representatives passed the Zadroga bill, but it has been stalled in the Senate, where all 56 Democrats and two independent Senators are likely to support the bill, but as of yet, no Republicans have pledged support for it. Under Senate rules, 60 votes are needed for passage, as the bill will be bypassing the Committee.

Preconsidered Res. No ___

The “James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act,” (“the Zadroga Bill”) H.R. 847, sponsored by United States Representative Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) was introduced in the House in February of 2009.
 Since then a similar version of the bill sponsored by Kristen Gillibrand (D-NY) was introduced in the Senate (S.1334).
 This bill would provide that many persons exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero a right to be medically monitored and confers upon many who are sick as a result of such exposure a right to treatment. The legislation would build on the expertise of the Centers of Excellence; expand care to the whole exposed community, including residents, area workers and students, and to the thousands of people who came from across the country to respond to the 9/11 attacks; and provide compensation for economic damages and losses by reopening the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund. The Act would further provide a process for additional health conditions to be added to the current list of enumerated conditions, or for someone to receive treatment at a Center of Excellence who has a condition not covered as an enumerated condition should certain thresholds be met.

At the hearings on Res. No. 1924-A, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor heard testimony with regard to the resolution and Zadroga bill. The Committee passed the resolution on December 18, 2009 and the Council approved the resolution by voice vote on December 29, 2010. 
On September 29, 2010, the House of Representatives passed its version of the Zadroga bill with a bipartisan vote. Under Senate procedures, that body can pass the same version of the bill passed by the House so that it can go directly to President Obama for signature under a suspension of its rules, but only by a sixty vote margin. According to published media reports, all 56 Democrats and two independents in the Senate have pledged support for the measure. Therefore, two Republican votes are necessary for passage.

Preconsidered Resolution ___ calls upon the Senate to vote for the version of the Zadroga bill passed by the House, so that President Obama can sign it into law. 

Proposed Res. No 245-A 

Proposed Res. No. 245-A calls upon the Legislature to reconcile and pass, and the Governor to sign into law the Wage Theft Protection Act A.10163 (Heastie) and S.8380 (Savino).

The Wage Theft Protection Act would increase civil and criminal penalties against employers who violate various state laws regarding payment of their employees’ wages. The Act would protect employees and the interest of the workers and amend the remedies available to an employee if it is found that an employer is at fault in a claim. It would also amend the civil and criminal penalties that employers may face for violations of New York State’s minimum wage or overtime pay laws.
A.10163 was passed by the New York State Assembly on July 1, 2010 and S.8380 was passed by the New York State Senate on June 30, 2010, however, although A.10163 and S.8380 have the same purpose, the bills do not have the exact same provisions. Thus, the bills must be reconciled by both houses of the Legislature before it can go to Governor Paterson’s desk for signature.

The Proposed Res. No. 245-A calls upon the New York State Legislature to reconcile and pass A.10163 and S.8380, and the Governor sign into law, an act to amend the Labor Law in relation to establishing the Wage Theft Prevention Act.
Preconsidered Res. No. ___

..Title

Resolution calling upon United States Senate to vote for and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009.

..Body

By Council Members Chin and the Speaker (Council Member Quinn)
Whereas, The attacks on September 11, 2001 against the World Trade Center were attacks against New York as a symbol of the United States; and

Whereas, A significant number of workers and volunteers from all 50 states participated in rescue, recovery and clean-up after the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center of September 11, 2001; and
Whereas, Those who participated in the rescue and recovery effort at the World Trade Center and those who lived, worked, attended school or were otherwise present in the area around the World Trade Center on or after September 11 were exposed to a variety of environmental toxins; and
Whereas, According to published reports, as of September 11, 2010, 973 people who responded to the World Trade Center site following the attacks have died; and

Whereas, A significant number of people continue to suffer the physical and psychological effects of the attacks, and may develop additional or more severe illnesses in the future; and 

Whereas, The WTC Health Registry was established to track and identify the long term health effects of the attacks of 9/11; while also providing guidance for the handling of future such health crises; and”
Whereas, Those enrolled in the World Trade Center Health Registry live in all 50 states; and

Whereas, The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act (“the Act”) was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives by Representatives Maloney, Nadler, King and McMahon, and later in the United States Senate by Senators Gillibrand, Schumer, Menendez and Lautenberg to provide medical monitoring and treatment for first responders, area residents, workers, students, and others affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacks; and

Whereas, The Act would establish the World Trade Center Health Programs within the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to provide  care to those affected by the 9/11 terrorist attacks; and 
Whereas, The National Fraternal Order of Police, representing 328,000 law enforcement officers nationwide, has called for the Act’s passage; and
Whereas The Act was passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on September 29, 2010 with the bipartisan support of Republicans and Democrats; and

Whereas, Due to the procedures applicable to consideration of this legislation 60 votes are needed in the Senate for passage of the Act and, according to published reports, all 56 Democrats and both independents in the Senate support passage of the Act; and

Whereas, President Obama has pledged to sign the Act as soon as it is passed by both houses of Congress; and 

Whereas, The support of only two Republican United States Senators are required to pass the Act and have it become law; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Senate to vote for and pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2009.
Proposed Res. No. 245-A

..Title

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to reconcile and pass A.10163 and S.8380 and the Governor to sign into law, an act to amend the Labor Law in relation to establishing the Wage Theft Prevention Act...Body
By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Lander, Brewer, Chin, Mendez, Palma, Williams and Rodriguez


Whereas, Recent studies conducted by the National Employment Law Project indicated that wage theft costs the average low-wage worker in New York State $3,016 per year, comprising 15% of his or her annual income; and 

Whereas, In New York City alone, wage theft losses equal more than $18.4 million per week, nearly $1 billion per year; and 

Whereas, In addition, the same studies indicated that over a quarter of low-wage workers receive less than the legal minimum wage and 67% of low-wage workers who work more than 40 hours per week do not receive time-and-a-half for overtime as required by law; and


Whereas, Workers are terrified to speak up for their rights because they often face discharge and other retaliation as a result; and 

Whereas, Responsible businesses are struggling to revive our state’s economy and there should be a level playing field to protect them from having to compete with unscrupulous employers that cut costs by stealing wages; and


Whereas, The penalties currently in place for employers paying employees less than their correct wage are minimal and do not deter the practice; and 


Whereas, A.10163 (Heastie) and S.8380 (Savino) were introduced in the New York State Legislature and would amend the State’s Labor Law to establish the Wage Theft Prevention Act; and 


Whereas, A.10163 and S.8380 would increase civil and criminal penalties to protect employees and the interest of the workers; and 


Whereas, This legislation would amend the remedies available to an employee if it is found that an employer is at fault in a claim; and 


Whereas, Further, this legislation would also amend the civil and criminal penalties that employers may face for violations of New York State’s minimum wage or overtime pay laws; and 


Whereas, A.10163 was passed by the New York State Assembly on July 1, 2010 and S.8380 was passed by the New York State Senate on June 30, 2010; and 


Whereas, Although A.10163 and S.8380 have the same purpose, the bills do not have the exact same provisions; and 

Whereas, New Yorkers deserve to get the pay they work hard for every day and the Wage Theft Prevention Act will help ensure they receive it; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to reconcile and pass A.10163 and S.8380, and the Governor sign into law, an act to amend the Labor Law in relation to establishing the Wage Theft Prevention Act. 
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