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INT. NO. 724:
By Council Members Lopez, The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Baez, Barron, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Liu, McMahon, Monserrate, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Seabrook, Sears, Stewart, Weprin and Gentile

TITLE: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to rent increase exemptions for persons with disabilities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision m of section 26-405 of the administrative code of the city of New York; subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision b of section 26-509 of such code; and subdivision f of section 26-601 of such code.
On Thursday, October 20, 2005, the City Council’s Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, will conduct a hearing to consider Int. No. 724, a bill that would amend the New York City Administrative Code in relation to rent increase exemptions for persons with disabilities.  A copy of the bill is attached.

BACKGROUND

The Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE) protects income eligible New York City disabled residents who live in rent controlled or rent stabilized apartments from increases in their rent.  The current City law does not allow for exclusion of certain items from the definitions of “income” and “aggregate disposable income” that are provided for in State law in connection with the DRIE program.  Legally, the City must follow State law when implementing this program. According to the Department of Finance, the City is indeed following the State definitions when determining exemptions from income and allowable disposable income for DRIE. In order to ensure that the Administrative Code mirrors State law, and to prevent any confusion in the future regarding the definition of “income” and “aggregate disposable income” for this program, the Council is hereby amending the DRIE legislation.

INT. NO. 724

Int. No. 724 would make the Administrative Code consistent with State legislation by allowing for exclusion of certain items from income and aggregate disposable income.
Section one of the proposed local law would amend subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision m of section 26-405 of the Administrative Code.  For purposes of this subparagraph, “aggregate disposable income” would not include gifts or inheritances, payments made to individuals because of their status as victims of Nazi persecution, as defined in P.L. 103-286, or increases in a public or private pension paid to any member of the household which increase, in any given year, does not exceed the consumer price index (all items United States city average) for such year.

Section two of the proposed local law would amend subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (2) of subdivision b of section 26-509.   For the purposes of this subparagraph, “aggregate disposable income” would not include gifts or inheritances, payments made to individuals because of their status as victims of Nazi persecution, as defined in P.L. 103-286, or increases in a public or private pension paid to any member of the household which increase, in any given year, does not exceed the consumer price index (all items United States city average) for such year.

Section three of the proposed local law would amend subdivision f of section 26-601, by excluding from “income” the payments made to individuals because of their status as victims of Nazi persecution, as defined in P.L. 103-286, or increases in a public or private pension paid to any member of the household which increase, in any given year, does not exceed the consumer price index (all items United States city average) for such year.

The provisions of Int. 724 would take effect immediately.

