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Introduction 

On January 12, 2017, the Committee on Consumer Affairs held a vote on Introduction Number 1061 (“Int. No. 1061”), a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the sale of plants and flowers during the Asian Lunar New Year. The first public hearing on this bill was held on November 26, 2016. The Committee heard testimony from the administration and from key stakeholders, including the business community and street vendors. The Committee voted unanimously in favor of Int. No. 1061. 
Background

On the day of Asian Lunar New Year and during the week that precedes it, many New Yorkers engage in the sale and purchase of plants and flowers in recognition of this meaningful cultural tradition. Current City law requires that any person who would sell such flowers and plants must first secure a two-year general vendor license from the Department of Consumer Affairs. In recent years, individuals selling flowers and plants have been ticketed and arrested for general vending without a proper license. In recognition that this cultural practice is important to a large population of New York City residents, this bill would amend section 20-458 of the Code to create a one-week exemption of the requirement to secure a general vendor license for the sale of flowers and plants on the day of Asian Lunar New Year, as defined in section 19-163 of the Code, and during the seven days prior. 

Analysis of Int. No. 1061


Int. No. 1061 would create an exemption from City laws that require a vendor to first secure a license from DCA for individuals who wish to sell flowers and plants for Asian Lunar New Year. The exemption would begin seven days prior to Asian Lunar New Year, as defined in section 19-163 of the Code. The intent of this bill is to recognize a cultural practice and heritage of a significant population of New Yorkers. By creating a narrow eight-day exemption, this bill accomplishes its goal with minimal impact on city streets. This local law would take effect immediately. 

Int. No. 1061

By Council Member Chin and Menchaca

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the sale of plants and flowers during the Asian Lunar New Year

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 20-458 of subchapter 27 of chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended as follows:


§ 20-458. Exemptions.


a. The commissioner may promulgate regulations exempting any non-profit association including, but not limited to, a government agency, charitable, educational, religious or other such organization from compliance with any of the provisions of this subchapter.


b. On the day of Asian Lunar New Year, as defined in section 19-163 of the administrative code, and during the seven days prior to such day, any person may sell plants and flowers for the purpose of celebrating Asian Lunar New Year without first securing a license pursuant to the provisions of this subchapter. Notwithstanding the above, any individual selling plants and flowers pursuant to this subdivision must comply with all other applicable provisions of this subchapter.    


§ 2. This law shall take effect immediately.
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