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PROPOSED INT. NO. 415-A:	By Council Members Chin, Levine, Ampry-Samuel, Cornegy, Riley and Rivera
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department for the aging to report annually on senior centers within public housing developments
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends paragraphs 1, 10 and 11 of subdivision c of section 21-208; adds new paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 to subdivision c of section 21-208
PROPOSED INT. NO. 1827-A:	By Council Members Ampry-Samuel, Louis, Brannan and Chin
TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing a public housing liaison within the department for the aging
CHARTER:	Adds a new section 2404

INTRODUCTION
On May 26, 2021, the Committee on Public Housing, chaired by Council Member Alicka Ampry-Samuel, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 415-A, in relation to requiring the department for the aging to report annually on senior centers within public housing developments, and Proposed Int. No. 1827-A, in relation to establishing a public housing liaison within the department for the aging. The original bills were first heard on April 7, 2021. More information about these bills, along with the materials for that hearing, can be found at https://tinyurl.com/5yb7zayz.    

Proposed Int. No. 415-A
[bookmark: _Ref72839508]The New York City Department for the Aging (DFTA) is the City’s lead agency for addressing policy and service concerns regarding the City’s older population.[footnoteRef:1] DFTA is required by state and federal law to provide various services to seniors, including access to nutrition, benefits counseling, employment opportunities, legal assistance, and in-home services.[footnoteRef:2] One way DFTA provides these services is through DFTA-contracted senior centers. Currently, DFTA has 249 contracted senior centers;[footnoteRef:3] however, in response to the COVID-10 pandemic, DFTA-contracted senior centers closed for indoor programming in March 2020 and have yet to reopen.[footnoteRef:4] According to DFTA, of those 249 DFTA-contracted senior centers, 74 are located at developments of the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA).[footnoteRef:5] It has been reported, however, that it is unclear who is responsible for receiving and addressing complaints about DFTA-contracted senior centers at these locations, particularly complaints concerning the facilities rather than merely the programming. [1:  N.Y.C. Department for the Aging Annual Plan Summary, Nov. 2020, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dfta/downloads/pdf/reports/AnnualPlanSummary111820.pdf at p. 1.]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  Id. at 12.]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  Committee on Aging Hearing Transcript, Oct. 29, 2018, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3685465&GUID=759F4528-850A-45DA-88E6-5DB55F6A29D6&Options=&Search= at p. 10.] 

In 2018, the City Council enacted Local Law 140,[footnoteRef:6] requiring DFTA to provide annual reports about senior centers receiving DFTA funding, including but not limited to information on participant attendance, services, budgets, meals, costs, and rates of utilization at senior centers. [6:  New York City Council, Local Law 140-2018, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3332219&GUID=CC47D9AC-6CDD-4A85-987A-CF42807B07D5&Options=Advanced&Search=. ] 

Proposed Int. No. 415-A would amend the existing reporting requirements set forth in Local Law 140 so that DFTA must also include in its report whether a senior center is located on NYCHA property, the name of the service provider at each senior center located on NYCHA property, complaints received about those senior center facilities, and steps taken to address those complaints.
This legislation would take effect immediately.
Proposed Int. No. 1827-A
The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) has 302 developments across its portfolio, 40 of which are dedicated senior-only developments.[footnoteRef:7] According to NYCHA, approximately 21.8% of its population is age 62 or older.[footnoteRef:8] The 74 senior centers located on NYCHA property are operated by third party providers that contract with DFTA. It has been noted, however, that at these particular senior centers, it is at times unclear which agency or entity is responsible for resolving which issues or complaints.  [7:  See NYCHA 2020 Fact Sheet, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/nycha/downloads/pdf/NYCHA-Fact-Sheet_2020_Final.pdf.]  [8:  Id.] 

Proposed Int. No. 1827-A would establish a liaison within DFTA that is responsible for, among other things, coordinating with NYCHA about facilities and other matters impacting older adults in NYCHA, assisting with complaints and grievances regarding senior centers located on NYCHA property, and making recommendations to the Commissioner of DFTA on how to improve programs and facilities for participants of DFTA-contracted senior centers at these locations.
Proposed Int. No. 1827-A would take effect 180 days after enactment.














Proposed Int. No. 415-A

By Council Members Chin, Levine, Ampry-Samuel, Cornegy, Riley and Rivera

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department for the aging to report annually on senior centers within public housing developments
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:




2
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Section 1.  Paragraphs 1, 10 and 11 of subdivision c of section 21-208 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 140 for the year 2018, are amended to read as follows:
1. The program name, sponsor name, address, New York city housing authority development in which such senior center is located if such senior center is located on property owned by the housing authority, borough, council district, community district, designation as a neighborhood senior center or innovative senior center, and days and hours of operation as well as such information for each affiliated site;
10. The total number of employees, disaggregated by full-time and part-time employees; [and]
11. The total budgeted amount for personnel services[.];
§ 2. Subdivision c of section 21-208 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 to read as follows:
12. For each senior center located on property owned by the New York city housing authority, the name of the entity that operates such senior center; 
13. To the extent practicable, for each senior center located on property owned by such authority, the number of complaints related to such senior center’s facilities; and
14. To the extent such information is available, any steps taken to address the complaints described in paragraph 13 of this subdivision.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately, provided, however, that the amendments to section 21-208 of the administrative code of the city of New York made by sections one and two of this law shall not affect the repeal of such section 21-208 pursuant to local law number 140 for the year 2018.
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Proposed Int. No. 1827-A

By Council Members Ampry-Samuel, Louis, Brannan and Chin

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing a public housing liaison within the department for the aging
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. Chapter 66 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 2404 to read as follows:
§ 2404. Public housing liaison. There shall be in the department the position of public housing liaison whose duties shall include, but not be limited to the following:
a. Establishing a system to receive and process complaints regarding senior center facilities located on property owned by the New York city housing authority, including assisting senior center participants with concerns about repairs at such facilities;
b. Conducting outreach to participants of senior centers located on property owned by the New York city housing authority about the existence of such liaison, how to contact such liaison, and about any existing system for filing complaints or grievances about senior centers with the department;
c. Making recommendations to the commissioner with respect to how programs and facilities that receive funding from the department can better serve older adult public housing residents; and
d. Coordinating with the New York city housing authority, as necessary, about facilities and any other matters impacting older adults in public housing.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after enactment, except that the department may take such measures as are necessary for its implementation prior to its effective date.
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