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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INT. NO: 1390-A

COMMITTEE: Health

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cooling tower inspections and testing
	SPONSOR(S): Council Members Schulman, Cabán, Brannan, Sanchez, Narcisse, De La Rosa, Salaam and Dinowitz



[bookmark: _Int_LLoAH2yz]SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Int. No. 1390-A would amend New York City’s cooling tower testing requirements by requiring building owners to test cooling towers for the presence of microbes at least as frequently as every month during periods of the year such cooling towers are in use. The bill would further require that all such testing be performed by or under the supervision of a qualified person. The bill would also require building owners to perform a biocide treatment of each cooling tower during warm weather when there is an increased risk of legionella growth, as determined by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH). Finally, the bill would renew reporting requirements for DOHMH on cooling tower registrations, certifications, inspections, testing, and reported diagnoses of Legionnaires’ disease.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 180 days after becoming law

CITY COUNCIL ESTIMATE:

	

	Effective FY26
	FY Succeeding Effective FY27
	Full Fiscal Impact FY27

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$15,000
	$15,000

	Net
	$0
	($15,000)
	($15,000)



FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH PROPOSED LOCAL LAW WOULD FIRST BECOME EFFECTIVE: 2026

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: 2027

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. The Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) estimate of this legislation’s impact on the City’s revenues is consistent with the Council’s estimate.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that this legislation would result in minimal fiscal impact, as it does not impose new inspection or enforcement responsibilities on DOHMH beyond the requirement listed under the existing law. The bill’s requirements focus on testing, which is the responsibility of building owners and distinct from inspections conducted by DOHMH. Therefore, no additional inspectors would be necessary. While DOHMH may incur some costs for the development or dissemination of educational materials pursuant to subdivision K of the Administrative Code §17-194.1, which already mandates that the Department provides information sessions and online resources for building owners, these costs would be limited and one-time in nature. It is estimated that the New York City Housing Authority would require approximately $15,000 in annual Other Than Personal Services (OTPS) resources for routine maintenance of its cooling towers. OMB’s estimate does not align with the Council’s as it assumes that DOHMH would require $100,000 in annual Personal Service (PS) resources for one additional inspector and $250,000 in one-time OTPS resources for educational materials.

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund

SOURCE(S) OF INFORMATION: 	New York City Council Finance Division
					New York City Office of Management and Budget
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  	 	Valeria Lazaro-Rodriguez, Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:		Florentine Kabore, Unit Head
		Chima Obichere, Deputy Director	
	Jonathan Rosenberg, Managing Deputy Director
	Nicholas Connell, Counsel	
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ESTIMATE: The Office of Management and Budget provided an estimate, which is attached in full.
	

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7650437&GUID=3D0A54EC-255B-43E9-92F5-9BC6AAD4976F&Options=&Search=
DATE PREPARED: October 7, 2025
HEARING DATE: October 9, 2025 
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