DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS
PROPOSED AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Pursuant to its authority under Executive Order 25, dated August 23, 1995, and in accordance with the procedures of Section 363 of the Charter, the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (“DoITT”) has prepared, and the Mayor has submitted to the Council, a proposed authorizing resolution which would authorize DoITT to grant non-exclusive franchises for the construction, installation, use, operation and/or maintenance of cable, wire and/or optical fiber and associated equipment on, over and under the inalienable property of the City (including through pipes, conduits and similar improvements) for provision of cable television services in the City. 
PUBLIC SERVICE PROVIDED

The public services which would be provided pursuant to such franchises would be cable television services (defined as any “cable service” as described in the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, as amended). 

 FRANCHISE REQUIRED

Cable television services are an increasingly widespread, versatile, and important part of world, nationa, and local communications networks. Construction, installation, use, operation and/or maintenance of cable, wire and/or optical fiber and associated equipment on, over and under the inalienable property of the City (including through pipes, conduits and similar improvements) in conjunction with the provision of cable television services in the City can help to facilitate the ability of City residents and visitors to have greater access to programming around the world, and assure the City’s continuing role as a center of culture, commerce and tourism. 
PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

If adopted by the Council, this authorizing resolution would permit DoITT to issue a Request for Proposals or other form of solicitation for the construction, installation, use, operation and/or maintenance of cable, wire and/or optical fiber and associated equipment on, over and under the inalienable property of the City (including through pipes, conduits and similar improvements) for provision of cable television services in the City. Pursuant to evaluation criteria as described within the authorizing resolution, DoITT would select one or more franchisees and enter into a written agreement with each such franchisee consistent with the terms and conditions set forth in the authorizing resolution. Such franchise agreements would be subject, under the City Charter, to approval by the Franchise and Concession Review Committee and the separate and additional approval of the Mayor. 
REASONS FOR SUPPORT

The City seeks to, on a non-exclusive basis, consider and grant cable television franchise agreements to companies reasonably able to provide such service on appropriate terms and conditions. It is essential for the City to have in place at all times the mechanisms that allow DoITT to grant such franchises, including a valid authorizing resolution. In addition, non-exclusive cable television franchises promote a competitive cable marketplace. Having additional competitors in the New York City market ensures more cable choices for consumers. DoITT anticipates a franchise request from at least one cable television provider under the new authorizing resolution. 
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