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October 22, 2014
 
RES. NO. 429:
By Council Members Gibson, Cumbo, Cohen, Arroyo, Chin, Constantinides, Eugene, Gentile, Johnson, King, Koo, Lander, Palma, Richards, Rose, Rodriguez, Vallone, Menchaca, Koslowitz, Crowley, Kallos, Cabrera, Barron, Miller, Levin and Ulrich
SUBJECT:
Resolution recognizing October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York.
Introduction


On October 20, 2014, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Stephen Levin, the Committee on Women’s Issues, chaired by Council Member Laurie Cumbo, and the Committee on Courts and Legal Services, Chaired by Council Member Rory Lancman held a joint oversight hearing to examine the coordination of services for victims of domestic violence in New York City.  The Committees also heard Int. No. 361, Proposed Res. No. 161-A, Res. No. 104 and Res. No. 429.  At that time Resolution No. 429 was passed by the Women’s Issues Committee by a vote of 4-0.  

Background

According to the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), domestic violence is defined as “a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner.”
  Domestic violence can be physical, emotional, sexual, economic, or psychological actions- or threats of actions- that negatively influence another person.
 This includes any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, humiliate, terrorize, isolate, frighten, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound someone.
  Other terms for domestic violence include intimate partner violence (IPV), battering, relationship abuse, spousal abuse, or family violence.  


Domestic violence affects families from all socioeconomic backgrounds regardless of age, race, ethnicity, education, or marital status or sexual orientation.  According to the DOJ’s Bureau of Justice Statistics, between the years 2003 and 2012, domestic violence accounted for 21% of all violent crime.
 Additionally, DOJ findings state that females (76%) experienced more domestic violence victimizations than males (24%).
 Statistics indicate that women between the ages of 20 and 24 are at the greatest risk of being victims of domestic violence. Furthermore, every year more than 3 million children witness domestic violence in their homes.
 The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence reports that witnessing violence between one’s parents or caretakers is the strongest risk factor of transmitting violent behavior from one generation to the next.
  The cycle of violence can continue without education, interventions, and services.
IPV can take place within relationships of those much younger as well.  The New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence (MOCDV) notes that in 2010, nearly 1,100 individuals between the ages of 17 and 21, and 54 youth under the age of 16, filed family offense petitions in New York State Family Courts as victims of violence in an “intimate relationship.”
 The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that youth who are victims are more likely to experience symptoms of depression and anxiety as well as engage in unhealthy behaviors such as using drugs and alcohol.
   

Statistics provided by the New York City Police Department and Safe Horizon show that police responded to 280,531 domestic violence incidents in 2013, an average of over 765 per day.
 According to the MOCDV, between 2002 and 2012, there were 789 domestic violence homicides in New York City, approximately half of which the perpetrator was the intimate partner of the victim.


When victims of domestic violence decide to leave an abusive relationship, they often have nowhere to go.  This is particularly true for those with few economic resources. Victims of domestic violence who are able to safely leave their batterer face the possibility of homelessness and dislocation. The provision of safe emergency shelter is a primary tool for families fleeing domestic violence. 
Analysis: Res. No. 429
The Resolution would explain that domestic violence (DV) is often described as a pattern of abusive behavior that is used by one intimate partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner and additionally that other terms for domestic violence include intimate partner violence (IPV), battering, relationship abuse, spousal abuse, or family violence. The Resolution would state that domestic violence affects families from all socioeconomic backgrounds regardless of age, race, ethnicity, education, or marital status or sexual orientation.
The Resolution would note that Sanctuary for Families, a New York based service provider and advocate for survivors of domestic violence, sex trafficking, and related forms of gender violence, points out that “domestic violence is intended to harm the physical and/or mental well-being of the victim and can be psychological, physical, economic or sexual in nature.” The Resolution would cite the finding that according to the United States Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics (BOJ), in 2003–12, domestic violence accounted for 21% of all violent crime. The Resolution would also cite the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), noting that, on average, 20 people per minute are victims of physical violence by an intimate partner in the United States and approximately 9% of high school students reported being hit, slapped, or physically hurt on purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend in the previous 12 months. The Resolution would further cite the BOJ, noting that females (76%) experienced more domestic violence victimizations than males (24%). The Resolution would also cite the domestic violence service provider Safe Horizon, which states that women aged 20 to 24 are at greatest risk of becoming victims of domestic violence.
The Resolution would state that women are more likely to be killed by an intimate partner than men and further that nationally, the battering of women by husbands, ex-husbands and lovers is the largest cause of injury to women, and 31% percent of all women murdered are killed by husbands, ex-husbands or lovers. The Resolution would explain that each year, millions of children experience domestic violence and these children are more likely to exhibit behavioral and physical health problems including depression, anxiety and violence among peers.
The Resolution would also cite the New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence (MOCDV), which found that between 2001 and 2012, there were 864 domestic violence homicides in New York City and that there were 62 family related homicides in 2013, including 16 victims that were killed in the Bronx, 26 victims that were killed in Brooklyn, 5 victims that were killed in Manhattan, 13 victims that were killed in Queens and 2 victims that were killed in Staten Island. The Resolution would also state that 74% of these cases had no known prior police contact and 86% of these cases had no current order of protection. The Resolution would further cite statistics provided by the New York City Police Department and Safe Horizon which show that police responded to 280,531 domestic violence incidents in 2013, an average of over 765 per day.
The Resolution would indicate that domestic violence is an insidious crime that affects the health, individuals, families and entire communities and further according to the National Network to End Domestic Violence, “domestic violence thrives when we are silent but if we take a stand and work together, we can end domestic violence.” The Resolution would state that despite great gains in education and services provided, domestic violence continues to shatter the lives of many and New York City should make the effort to take a stand, raise awareness and work together to help eradicate it. Therefore, the Resolution would declare that the Council of the City of New York recognizes October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York.
Res. No. 429

..Title

Resolution recognizing October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York.   

By Council Members Gibson, Cumbo, Cohen, Arroyo, Chin, Constantinides, Eugene, Gentile, Johnson, King, Koo, Lander, Palma, Richards, Rose, Rodriguez and Ulrich
Whereas, Domestic violence (DV) is often described as a pattern of abusive behavior that is used by one intimate partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner; and


Whereas, Other terms for domestic violence include intimate partner violence (IPV), battering, relationship abuse, spousal abuse, or family violence; and 

Whereas, Domestic violence affects families from all socioeconomic backgrounds regardless of age, race, ethnicity, education, or marital status or sexual orientation; and

Whereas, Sanctuary for Families, a New York based service provider and advocate for survivors of domestic violence, sex trafficking, and related forms of gender violence, points out that “domestic violence is intended to harm the physical and/or mental well-being of the victim and can be psychological, physical, economic or sexual in nature;” and

Whereas, According to the United States Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics (BOJ),  in 2003–12, domestic violence accounted for 21% of all violent crime; and

Whereas, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that on average, 20 people per minute are victims of physical violence by an intimate partner in the United States; and

Whereas, According to the CDC, approximately 9% of high school students report being hit, slapped, or physically hurt on purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend in the 12 months before surveyed; and
Whereas, Additionally, BOJ findings state that females (76%) experienced more domestic violence victimizations than males (24%); and
Whereas,  Domestic violence service provider Safe Horizon’s website states that women ages 20 to 24 are at greatest risk of becoming victims of domestic violence; and

Whereas, Furthermore, women are more likely to be killed by an intimate partner than men; and

Whereas, Nationally, the battering of women by husbands, ex-husbands and lovers is the largest cause of injury to women and 31% percent of all women murdered are killed by husbands, ex-husbands or lovers; and 

Whereas, Each year, millions of children experience domestic violence and these children are more likely to exhibit behavioral and physical health problems including depression, anxiety and violence among peers; and

Whereas, According to the New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence (MOCDV), between 2001 and 2012, there were 864 domestic violence homicides in New York City; and

Whereas, MOCDV reports that there were 62 family related homicides in 2013; and 

Whereas, Of these, 16 victims were killed in the Bronx, 26 victims were killed in Brooklyn,   5 victims were killed in Manhattan, 13 victims were killed in Queens and  2 victims were killed in Staten Island; and

Whereas,  74% of these cases had no known prior police contact and  86% of these cases had no current order of protection; and

Whereas, Statistics provided by the New York City Police Department and Safe Horizon show that police responded to 280,531 domestic violence incidents in 2013, an average of over 765 per day; and

Whereas, Domestic violence is an insidious crime that affects the health, individuals, families and entire communities; and

Whereas, According to the National Network to End Domestic Violence, “domestic violence thrives when we are silent but if we take a stand and work together, we can end domestic violence;” and 

Whereas, Whereas, Despite great gains in education and services provided, domestic violence continues to shatter the lives of many and New York City should make the effort to take a stand, raise awareness and work together to help eradicate it; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the City of New York.
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�The United States Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence" �http://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence� (last visited Oct. 15, 2014).


� Id.


� Id.


� The United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Special Report, April 2014, Nonfatal Domestic Violence, 2003–2012, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ndv0312.pdf" �http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ndv0312.pdf�.


� Id.


� Safe Horizon, Domestic Violence: Statistics & Facts, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.safehorizon.org/page/domestic-violence-statistics--facts-52.html" �http://www.safehorizon.org/page/domestic-violence-statistics--facts-52.html� (last visited Oct. 15, 2014).


� National Coalition Against Domestic Violence Domestic Violence Facts, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncadv.org/files/Domestic%20Violence%20Stylized--GS%20edits.pdf" �http://www.ncadv.org/files/Domestic%20Violence%20Stylized--GS%20edits.pdf�.


� In 2008, New York State expanded the definition of “member of the same family or household” under the Family Court Act to include partners in intimate relationships who have no child in common and are not married. N.Y. Fam. Ct. Act § 812 (1)(e); New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, Teen Dating Violence Fact Sheet 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Teen_Dating_Violence_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Teen_Dating_Violence_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf�.


� Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Teen Dating Violence, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html" �http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html� (last visited Oct. 15,2014).


� New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, Domestic Violence Annual Fact Sheet 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Annual_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Annual_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf�. 


� New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, New York City Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee, Annual Report 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_8th_Annual_Report_Fatality_Review_Committee_2013.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_8th_Annual_Report_Fatality_Review_Committee_2013.pdf�. 





9

