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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law,  in  relation  to  certain impairments of health presumed accidental or incurred in the performance of duty.

BACKGROUND:

This bill involves a technical correction to S.2516 and A.5273, which passed the New York City Council as SLR 7 of 2005 on June 8, 2005.  Specifically, the change involves limiting the application of the bill to New York City by adding the term “in a city with a population of one million or more” to  section 2 of the proposed legislation.


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS) accompanying the original legislation, this bill creates a presumption that certain cancers causing disability or death of retirement system members in police service were caused by a job-related accident.  New York State retirement and social security laws provide protection for police officers and firefighters who are exposed to certain cancers due to dangerous situations in their working environments. According to the MIS, this bill would support evidence of job related cancers that occur in the performance of their duties.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


Section 1 of the bill would amend §207-p of the New York State General Municipal Law, by renumbering  the current §207-p as subdivision 1 of that section, and adding subdivision 2.  The new subdivision 2 would deem the existence of following illnesses or conditions in a police officer or firefighter, in a city with a population of one million or more who successfully passed a physical examination on or after entry into service, as presumptive evidence that they were incurred in the performance and discharge of duty, unless competent evidence proves the contrary: diseases of the lung; any condition of cancer affecting the lymphatic, digestive, hematological, urinary, neurological, breast, reproductive or prostate systems; and melanoma resulting in total or partial disability or death.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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