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I.
Introduction
On August 22, 2017, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Antonio Reynoso, will hold a hearing for the purposes of conducting a vote on Proposed Int. No. 1439-A, which would require agencies to notify at least one food rescue organization prior to disposing of food that is safe for human consumption and Int. No. 1514-A, which would require the City to create or modify and maintain a web portal to help facilitate food donations. The Committee previously held a hearing on these bills on April 26, 2017, received testimony from the New York City Department of Sanitation, the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Mayor’s Office of Food Policy, anti-hunger and food advocacy organizations and interested members of the public. More information about these bills is available with the materials for that hearing, which can be accessed online at http://on.nyc.gov/2vhL5VH.
II.
Proposed Int. No. 1439-A
This bill would require an agency, when confiscating food safe for human consumption, to notify at least one food rescue organizations that they may retrieve such food at their own expense before disposing of the food.
III.
Proposed Int. No. 1514-A
This bill would require DSNY, or another office or agency designated by the Mayor, in conjunction with the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications, to create and maintain a web portal that will allow prospective food donors and recipients to post notifications concerning the availability of food, including food that would otherwise go to waste, and to arrange for the transportation or retrieval of such food.
Proposed Int. No. 1439-A
By Council Members Reynoso, Salamanca, Rodriguez, Chin and Kallos
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring agencies to notify a food rescue organization before disposing of food
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Subchapter 2 of chapter 3 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-323.1 to read as follows:
§ 17-323.1 Notification concerning seizure of food. In the event that an agency seizes food when an employee or agent of the department of health and mental hygiene is present and determines that such food meets the sanitary requirements in the New York city health code, such agency shall, before disposing of such food, notify at least one food rescue organization that such organization may retrieve all or part of such food at such organization’s expense. For the purposes of this section, the term “food rescue organization” means an organization that (i) retrieves, stores or distributes food that would otherwise be discarded, donated food or donated grocery products and (ii) donates such food or such grocery products to individuals, distributes such food or such grocery products to other food rescue organizations or otherwise distributes such food or such grocery products in connection with a food emergency program, food donation program or similar program.  
      
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1514-A
By Council Members Espinal, The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), Reynoso, Gentile and Kallos
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to facilitating food donations
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 4-G to read as follows:
CHAPTER 4-G
FOOD DONATION WEB PORTAL

§ 16-497 Food donation web portal. Within eighteen months after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the department or another agency or office designated by the mayor, shall, in conjunction with the department of information technology and telecommunications, create or modify and maintain a web portal that will allow prospective food donors and recipients, including but not limited to restaurants, grocery stores, produce markets, dining facilities and food rescue organizations, to post notifications concerning the availability of food, including food that would otherwise go to waste, and to arrange for the transportation or retrieval of such food. Such portal shall, at a minimum, allow (i) a prospective food donor to describe the type and amount of food available, including any information necessary to keep the food safe for human consumption, such as refrigeration requirements, as well as other information necessary to facilitate its donation, (ii) a prospective food recipient to specify the type and amount of food donations it will accept and the areas of the city from which it will accept donations and to receive prompt notification concerning the availability of food satisfying such specifications, and (iii) a prospective food donor and a prospective food recipient to communicate directly through a messaging system within such portal.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.  
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