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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to the powers and term of office of the Districting Commission.

CHARTER:
Amends subdivision c of § 50 and §51 by adding a new subdivision h.

INTENT:



The 1983 Sovern Charter Revision Commission enacted the City’s current redistricting process for Council district lines, set forth in Chapter 2-A of the Charter, as amended in 1989 by the Schwarz Commission.  The fifteen member Districting Commission (“Commission”), follows the criteria of § 52 of the Charter, developing and eventually adopting a final district plan for the entire City.  Currently, the Commission’s term expires upon the adoption of a districting plan, essentially when the final plan and a certification statement is filed with the City Clerk.  This action should be completed no later than eight months before the general election for the Council.

This legislation would extend the term of the current Commission, and all future Commissions, to sixty days after the date of the first general election for the Council following the adoption of the districting plan.  The extension of the term for the Commission, which was previously extended by Local Law 42 of 1991 for the first Commission in 1991, is necessary because the district plan must obtain preclearance from the U.S. Justice Department, which will occur after the Commission’s current term has expired.  The Commission should remain in place to assist in responding to any Justice Department inquiries or directions to change the plan.

A new Subdivision h of § 51 of the Charter will also be added by this legislation that specifically assigns to the Commission the responsibility for taking all steps necessary to ensure that the plan is effectuated, including submitting the plan to the Department of Justice and making any necessary adjustments.

This legislation takes effect immediately and is retroactive to the date the Commission files its final plan and certification with the City Clerk.

UPDATE:  By a vote of 12 to 0 the matter was adopted by the Committee.
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