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 HRA’s System of Domestic Violence Shelters 
INT. NO. 1739:
 By Council Member Levin 
TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exits from domestic violence emergency shelters
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 1 of title 21 by adding a new section 21-139.

Introduction
On October 30, 2017, the Committees on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Stephen Levin and Women’s Issues, chaired by Council Member Karen Koslowitz, will hold a joint oversight hearing on HRA’s System of Domestic Violence Shelters. The Committees will also hear Introduction 1739, sponsored by Council Member Levin, in relation to exits from domestic violence emergency shelters. Representatives from the Human Resources Administration (HRA), Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, domestic violence shelter providers, advocates and others have been invited to testify. 
Background

HRA DV Shelter System

Bill Analysis: Int. 1739 – in relation to exits from domestic violence emergency shelters

Int. No. 1739 would require the Human Resources Administration (HRA) to issue an annual report on the number of individuals and the number of families who exit domestic violence emergency shelters operated by HRA and the type of housing where the individuals and families would be residing upon exiting emergency shelter. The first report would be due no later than March 1, 2018, and subsequent reports would be due on March 1 annually, and would be submitted to the Speaker of the Council and posted on HRA’s website. Int. No. 1739 would require the reports to include, but not be limited to, the total number of individuals and the total number of families who exited a domestic violence emergency shelter during the preceding calendar year, broken down by the type of housing the individuals and families would be residing in upon their exit. The housing types would include, but not be limited to, the following: (i) a New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) apartment; (ii) a private apartment with a rental subsidy voucher, disaggregated by the type of voucher; (iii) a private apartment  with no rental subsidy voucher; (iv) supportive housing; (v) subsidized affordable housing; (vi) the location where the individual or family resided immediately prior to entering the domestic violence emergency shelter; (vii) shelter operated by or under contract or similar agreement with the department of homeless services; (viii) domestic violence tier II shelter; (ix) housing of friends or family; or (x) unknown. Int. No. 1739 would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 1739

By Council Member Levin

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exits from domestic violence emergency shelters

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the City of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-139 to read as follows:

§ 21-139 Exits from domestic violence shelters. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Affordable housing. The term “affordable housing” means any housing where the rent for such housing is calculated using a percentage of the income of the person residing in such housing. The term “affordable housing” does not include New York city housing authority units or supportive housing.

Domestic violence emergency shelter. The term “domestic violence emergency shelter” means time-limited housing for domestic violence survivors managed by or under a contract or similar agreement with the department and subject to section 459-b of the social services law.

Domestic violence tier II shelter. The term “domestic violence tier II shelter” means housing for domestic violence survivors managed by or under a contract or similar agreement with the department and subject to the provisions of part 900 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules, and regulations.

Rental subsidy voucher. The term “rental subsidy voucher” means a subsidy established by the department or the department of homeless services to move households out of emergency shelter or prevent entry into emergency shelter by subsidizing such household’s rent. The term “rental subsidy voucher” includes subsidies provided through the living in communities rental assistance program, the city family eviction prevention supplement program and the city family exit plan supplement, the city special exit and prevention supplement, the home tenant-based rental assistance program, and any successor programs.

Supportive housing. The term “supportive housing” means affordable, permanent housing with support services for residents.
b. Not later than March 1, 2018, and on or before March 1 annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council and post on its website annual reports regarding exits from domestic violence emergency shelters. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the total number of individuals and the total number of families who exited a domestic violence emergency shelter during the preceding calendar year, disaggregated by the type of housing such individuals and families would be residing in upon their exit. Such housing types shall include, but not be limited to, the following: (i) a New York city housing authority apartment; (ii) a private apartment with a rental subsidy voucher, disaggregated by the type of such voucher; (iii) a private apartment  with no rental subsidy voucher; (iv) supportive housing; (v) subsidized affordable housing; (vi) the location where the individual or family resided immediately prior to entering the domestic violence emergency shelter; (vii) shelter operated by or under contract or similar agreement with the department of homeless services; (viii) domestic violence tier II shelter; (ix) housing of friends or family; or (x) unknown.

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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