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Lead Agency Declaration and

Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Review

December 20th, 2005

Amendments to the New York City Noise Control Code

CEQR # 04DEP163Y

The New York City Council is proposing to enact a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to the noise control code and the repeal of subchapters 4, 5, and 6 of chapter 2 of title 24 of such code.  The proposed legislation would amend numerous sections, and create new sections, of chapter two of title twenty-four of the administrative code of the city of New York.  Chapter two is referred to as the New York City Noise Control Code.  The purpose of the proposed action would be to reduce the emission of noise from certain sources, and clarify and create more enforceable standards resulting in improved quality of life for those living and/or working in New York City.

The proposed legislation known as New York City Council Introduction Number 397-A would clarify who may enforce the provisions of the noise control code and create definitions for several terms such as extraneous sound, impulsive sound, and “plainly audible” sound.  It would augment the prohibition of “unreasonable noise” for nighttime hours and/or specific noise sources.  The proposed legislation would regulate noise from construction activity and require the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) to establish rules for construction noise mitigation.  Standards for specific noise sources would be created and/or modified by clarifying what constitutes “unreasonable noise” for those sources.  The legislation would also set standards for what would comprise “plainly audible” sound for specific noise sources such as personal audio devices, animals, motor vehicles, sound signal devices, audible burglar alarms, and lawn care devices.  Lastly, the proposed legislation would amend the penalty table to account for new sections in the code.

In accordance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), as set forth in 6NYCRR Part 617 authorized by Article 8 of the En​vi​ron​mental Conservation Law, and the City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) process, as set forth in Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, acting on behalf of the Office of the Mayor, and New York City Council believes that they are the appropriate lead agencies and wish to conduct a coordinated review for the above referenced proposed project.

Part I and II of the Environmental Assessment Statement and attachments are enclosed for your review. If you have any questions or comments, please contact Diane McCarthy at (718) 595-4363.

Sincerely,

Angela Licata, Deputy Commissioner


NYC Department of Environmental Protection 

Jeffrey Haberman, Deputy Director

Infrastructure Division

New York City Council

Copy with attachments:

Hon. C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President

Hon. Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough President

Hon. Helen Marshall, Queens Borough President

Hon. Adolfo Carrion, Jr. (Bronx) Borough President

Hon. James P. Molinaro (Staten Island) Borough President

City Council members

Donna DeCostanzo, City Council

Gail Benjamin, City Council

Victor Robles, City Clerk

Community Board District Managers

Community Board Chairpersons

Robert Kulikowski, NYCOEC

Olivia Goodman, NYC Corporation Counsel

Patricia Lancaster, NYCDOB

Phyllis Arnold, NYCDOB

Adrian Benepe, NYCDPR

Susan Petito, NYPD

Robert Orlin, DSNY

Andra Horsch, NYCDOT

Shauna Grob, NYCDEP

Robert C. Avaltroni, NYCDEP

Mark Lanaghan, NYCDEP

Mark Hoffer, NYCDEP

Blind copy with attachments:

Alyssa Preston, NYCDEP

Michael Gilsenan, NYCDEP

Gerry Kelpin, NYCDEP

Diane McCarthy, NYCDEP

