Int. No. 570
By Council Members Williams, Kallos, Koo, Menchaca, Ferreras-Copeland, Cornegy, Richards, Reynoso and Levine
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to eliminating the prearrangement and passenger manifest requirements for commuter vans, repealing the requirement that commuter vans renew their license every six years, and repealing subdivision k of section 19-504.2.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivision q of section 19-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


q.  “Commuter van service” means a subclassification of common carriers of passengers by motor vehicles as such term is defined in subdivision seven of section two of the transportation law, that provides a transportation service through the use of one or more commuter vans [on a prearranged regular daily basis], over [non-specified or irregular routes] a fixed route, with designated stops for picking up and discharging passengers, between a zone in a residential neighborhood and a location which shall be a work related central location, a mass transit or mass transportation facility, a shopping center, recreational facility or airport.  A “commuter van service” shall not include any person who exclusively provides: (1) any one or more of the forms of transportation that are specifically exempted from article seven of the transportation law; or (2) any one or more of the forms of transportation regulated under this chapter other than transportation by commuter vans.

§ 2. Paragraph one of subdivision e of section 19-504.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 

(1) The applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating that the service proposed will be required by the present or future public convenience and necessity. The commission shall not issue an authorization to operate a commuter van service unless the commissioner of transportation determines that the service proposed will be required by the present or future public convenience and necessity. Such determination that the service proposed will be required by the present or future public convenience and necessity shall be in effect [for six years after the date of issuance  of  such  authorization,  unless] until  such authorization has [not been renewed or has] been revoked by the commission [prior to   the  end  of  such  six-year  period  in which  case  such determination shall be in effect only until the expiration or revocation of such authorization]. After the [expiration or] revocation of such determination of public convenience and necessity, no authorization to operate a commuter van service shall be renewed unless a new determination  is  made  by  the commissioner of transportation that the service proposed will be  required  by  the  present  or  future  public convenience and necessity.


§ 3.  Paragraph 2 of subdivision e of section 19-504.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


(2) When such determination by the commissioner of transportation is required by this subdivision, the application for authorization to operate a commuter van service shall set forth the geographic area proposed to be served by the applicant, the fixed route and proposed stops to pick up and discharge passengers within such geographic area and the maximum number of vehicles to be operated and the capacity of each such vehicle, and the commission shall forward a copy of such application to the commissioner of transportation.


§ 4.  Paragraph 7 of subdivision a of section 19-504.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


 (7)  A commuter van service and an owner of a commuter van shall maintain such records as the commission shall prescribe by rule [including, but not limited to, records of requests for service and trips].  Such records shall be subject to inspection by authorized officers or employees of the commission during regular business hours.


§ 5.  Subdivision b of section 19-516 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


b.  No commuter van service and no person who owns, operates or drives a commuter van, shall provide, permit or authorize the provision of transportation service to a passenger unless such [service to a] passenger is [on the basis of a telephone contract or other prearrangement and such prearrangement is evidenced by such records as are required by the commission to be maintained] picked up or discharged at a designated stop set forth in the authorization to operate a commuter van service issued pursuant to section 19-504.2 of this chapter. Where a violation of this subdivision has been committed by a driver of a commuter van, the commuter van service and the owner of such vehicle shall also be liable for a violation of this subdivision.


§ 6.  Subdivision d of section 19-529.4 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:


d.  All commuter vans shall at all times carry inside the vehicle and the operator shall produce upon demand of any officer or employee designated by the commission, any police officer or any authorized officers or employees of the department of transportation or the New York city transit authority:

1.
the commuter van license;

2.
the driver’s commuter van driver’s license;

3.
the authorization to operate a commuter van service, or copy thereof reproduced in accordance with the specifications set forth in the rules of the commission; 
4.
the vehicle registration and evidence of current liability insurance; and

5.
[a passenger manifest, and such records evidencing prearrangement as are prescribed by rule of the commission] a map of such commuter van’s fixed route.

§ 7. Subdivision k of section 19-504.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby REPEALED.

§ 8. Subdivision l of section 19-504.2 is relettered as subdivision k to read as follows:
    
[l] k. The commission shall post on its website links to all New York city laws and rules governing the operation of commuter vans. Not more than three days after issuing an authorization  to  operate  a  commuter  van service,  the  commission  shall post on its website the geographic area where such service  is  authorized  and  the  number  of  commuter  vans authorized to be used in providing such service.
    
 § 9. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.

LS# 1594 and 1761
GZ/LF

November 18, 2014
