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INTRODUCTION
On November 2, 2023, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct a hearing to vote on several pieces of legislation. The Committee will vote on: Int. No. 816, sponsored by Council Member Restler, in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Tisha B'Av; Int. No. 1191, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, in relation to taxicab license durations; and Int. No. 1192, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, in relation to taxicab license durations.  
A previous version of Int. No. 816 was heard at an April 24, 2023 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing entitled: Bicycles, Micromobility, and Street Enforcement. Those who testified included representatives from the New York City (NYC) Department of Transportation (DOT), New York Police Department (NYPD), the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), transportation and street safety advocates, and other interested stakeholders. Int. Nos. 1191 and 1192 were heard at an October 13, 2023 Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure hearing entitled: An Update on TLC’s Regulated Industries. Those who testified included representatives from the NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC), taxi and FHV advocates, taxi drivers, and other interested stakeholders.







BACKGROUND
Tisha B’Av
	Tisha B’Av is the ninth day of the month of Av (coinciding with July and/or August), and is the major day of communal mourning in the Jewish calendar.[footnoteRef:2] The day is in commemoration of a large number of disasters that had impacted the Jewish people on this day, particularly, it is the commemoration of the destruction of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E and 70 C.E., respectively.[footnoteRef:3] The rabbis of the Talmudic age made the claim that this day was designated as a day of disaster for punishment of the Israelites’ lack of faith during the desert wanderings after the exodus from Egypt.[footnoteRef:4] The day is observed by fasting, prayer, and the abstention from pleasurable activities.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  My Jewish Learning, Tisha B’av 101, available at https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tisha-bav-101/ ]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ] 


TLC 
The TLC, created in 1971, is responsible for the regulation and licensing of: taxicabs, including medallion taxicabs (also known as yellow taxis) and street hail liveries (also known as green or boro taxis); For-Hire Vehicles (FHV); commuter vans; and paratransit vehicles.[footnoteRef:6] The TLC has approximately 600 employees and its Board consists of nine members, eight of whom are unsalaried Commissioners, along with the salaried Commissioner and Chair (“TLC Chair”).[footnoteRef:7] The TLC Chair is the head of the TLC and presides over its public meetings.[footnoteRef:8] The TLC regulates over 200,000 TLC licensees in NYC.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  NYC TLC, About TLC, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/tlc/about/about-tlc.page]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  Id. ] 

A medallion taxicab is the only vehicle licensed to pick up individuals who hail a vehicle on the street, at any location in the City.[footnoteRef:10] The number of medallions available in the City is limited by State law.[footnoteRef:11] Currently there are 13,587 yellow taxis in the City and each vehicle must have a medallion affixed to it.[footnoteRef:12]  [10:  NYC, MyCity, About-Medallion Owner, Individual, available at https://nyc-business.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/medallion-owner-individual#:~:text=Medallion%20owners%20have%20a%20license,street%2C%20anywhere%20in%20the%20city]  [11:  Id.]  [12:  NYC TLC, Businesses, Yellow Cab, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/yellow-cab.page#:~:text=By%20law%2C%20there%20are%2013%2C587,open%20market%20by%20licensed%20brokers ] 

Over the last decade, the FHV industry has experienced tremendous changes, particularly with the introduction of mobile application-based (“app-based”) FHVs in the City. As a result, the number of licensed FHVs dramatically increased from approximately 39,700 in 2011[footnoteRef:13] to more than 130,000 in March 2018, with the TLC issuing licenses to approximately 2,000 new FHVs per month at that time.[footnoteRef:14] Ultimately, this led to the Council’s passage of Local Law 147 of 2018[footnoteRef:15], which paused the issuance of new FHV licenses, with an exception for wheelchair-accessible vehicles, and Local Law 149 of 2018[footnoteRef:16], which created a new license category, High-Volume For-Hire Services (HVFHS) for TLC-licensed FHV bases that dispatch more than 10,000 trips per day[footnoteRef:17] In 2022, TLC allowed an exemption for an additional 1,000 electric vehicle FHVs. In September 2023, TLC data indicated that the total number of FHV licenses was 98,267.[footnoteRef:18]  [13:  NYC TLC, 2011 Annual Report, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/tlc/downloads/pdf/annual_report_2011.pdf. ]  [14:  See Testimony of Commissioner Joshi before the Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, NYC Council, Mar. 8, 2018 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5872328&GUID=DB0BCBEA-4B02-468F-B948-512FA842D7EE ]  [15:  See Local Law 147 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3331789&GUID=6647E630-2992-461F-B3E3-F5103DED0653&Options=Advanced&Search= ]  [16:  See Local Law 149 at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3479666&GUID=01C67FF7-C56D-474A-BA53-E83A23173FA7 ]  [17:  NYC TLC, Businesses, For-Hire Vehicle Bases, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/tlc/businesses/high-volume-for-hire-services.page ]  [18:  NYC, DOT Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2023/dot.pdf] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Analysis of Int. No. 816
	Int. No. 816, sponsored by Council Member Lincoln Restler, would suspend alternate side parking regulations on Tisha B’Av. 
If enacted, Int. No. 816 would take effect immediately.

Analysis of Int. No. 1191
	Int. No. 1191, sponsored by Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers, would change the duration of taxicab licenses from one year to two years.
If enacted, Int. No. 1191 would take effect immediately.

Analysis of Int. No. 1192
	Int. No. 1192, sponsored by Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers, would allow applicants for a taxi driver license to receive medical clearance from a physician assistant or nurse practitioner.
	If enacted, Int. No. 1192 would take effect immediately.

Int. No. 816
By Council Members Restler, Yeger, Dinowitz, Menin, Narcisse, Ossé, Schulman, Vernikov, Cabán, Louis, Joseph, Abreu, Holden, Gutiérrez, Borelli, Ariola, Carr and Paladino
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Tisha B’Av
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-163 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 5 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
a. All alternate side of the street parking rules shall be suspended on the following holidays: Christmas, Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Ascension Thursday, Feast of the Assumption, Feast of All Saints, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, first two days of Succoth, Shemini Atzareth, Simchas Torah, Shevuoth, Purim, Orthodox Holy Thursday, Orthodox Good Friday, first two and last two days of Passover, the Muslim holidays of Eid Ul-Fitr and Eid Ul-Adha, the day before Lunar New Year, Lunar New Year, the Hindu festival of Diwali on the day that Lakshmi Puja is observed, Three Kings’ Day, Tisha B’Av, and all state and national holidays.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1191
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Riley and Louis
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to taxicab license durations
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Paragraph 4 of subdivision d-1 of section 19-504 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 110 for the year 2020, is amended to read as follows:
4. A taxicab license shall be valid for a period of [one year] 2 years, upon the expiration of which a taxicab licensee may submit an application for renewal. Where a renewal application has been submitted prior to the expiration date, a license shall remain in full force and effect until a determination to approve or deny such renewal application has been made.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1192
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers and Riley
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing physician assistants and nurse practitioners to conduct medical exams of taxi driver license applicants
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision d of section 19-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 115 for the year 1993, and amended by local law number 5 for the year 2009, is amended to read as follows:
d. Each applicant for a driver’s license under the provisions of this chapter, other than a commuter van driver’s license, shall be examined as to [his or her] such applicant’s physical condition by a duly licensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, designated by the commission; each such applicant shall also be examined by the commission as to [his or her] such applicant’s knowledge of the city, as well as city and state laws governing the idling of engines, and if the result of any of these examinations is unsatisfactory, [he or she] such applicant shall be refused a license.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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