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I. INTRODUCTION
On September 26, 2023, the Committee on Small Business, chaired by Council Member Menin, will hold a hearing on the following piece of legislation: Introduction Number 1083, sponsored by Council Member Menin, in relation to the establishment of the office of nightlife. Those invited to testify include the Department of Small Business Services (SBS), Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME), small business and nightlife advocacy organizations, and other members of the public. 
II. BACKGROUND
a. OFFICE OF NIGHTLIFE (ONL)
New York City’s nightlife industry, worth $35.1 billion as of 2019,[footnoteRef:1] is renowned across the world.[footnoteRef:2] The industry is estimated to contribute 300,000 jobs as well as $700 million a year to New York City’s economy.[footnoteRef:3] The sector includes over 25,000 establishments, including many small businesses.[footnoteRef:4] Although the pandemic heavily impacted the nightlife industry,[footnoteRef:5] 2023 saw sectors of the industry begin to approach their pre-pandemic trajectory.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment. “NYC’s Nightlife Economy Impact, Assets, and Opportunities.” (2019) Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/mome/pdf/NYC_Nightlife_Economic_Impact_Report_2019_digital.pdf ]  [2:  Kocay, Lisa. “Inside New York City’s Nightlife: How The Dance Music Scene Has Changed, According To The City’s Top Movers And Shakers.” FORBES. (May 24, 2023) Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/lisakocay/2023/05/24/inside-new-york-citys-nightlife-how-the-dance-music-scene-has-changed-according-to-the-citys-top-movers-and-shakers/?sh=5e4f651469ae ]  [3:  Supra note 1]  [4:   Id. “The majority of small business owners operate exclusively in New York City and report employing fewer than 50 employees”]  [5:  Finley, Louis. “New York nightlife bouncing back despite COVID.” NY1. (May 23, 2022) Available at: https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/05/23/new-york-nightlife-bouncing-back-covid ]  [6:  NYC Comptroller Brad Lander. “New York by the Numbers Monthly Economic and Fiscal Outlook.” Available at: https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/newsletter/new-york-by-the-numbers-monthly-economic-and-fiscal-outlook-no-81-september-12th-2023/ (Accessed on September 20, 2023)] 

While nightlife establishments are critical contributors to local culture, they face a complex regulatory environment. New York City’s infamous “cabaret law,” which prohibited public dancing without a cabaret license until its repeal in 2017, exemplified this paradox.[footnoteRef:7] To better support the specific challenges faced by the nightlife industry, the City Council voted in 2017 to establish an Office of Nightlife (ONL) and Nightlife Advisory Board.[footnoteRef:8] ONL is responsible for, reviewing information on complaints and violations, and serving as a liaison between nightlife establishments, residents, and government.[footnoteRef:9] Additionally, the ONL is required to support nightlife establishments in obtaining relevant licenses, permits, or other approvals.[footnoteRef:10] The Nightlife Advisory Board is a 14-member, all volunteer, independent body providing the Mayor and City Council with advice and recommendations related to nightlife specific issues.[footnoteRef:11] Local law 178 of 2017 also required the mayor to determine how the office would be established, either within an office of the mayor, as a separate office, or within an agency that does not enforce any local laws against nightlife establishments.[footnoteRef:12] In 2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio indicated that  the Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME) would expand to include this newly created office.[footnoteRef:13]  [7:  Stewart. Dodai. “Last Call for New York’s First ‘Bar Czar.’” NY TIMES. (March 18, 2023) Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/18/nyregion/ariel-palitz-nyc-nightlife.html#:~:text=The%20Office%20of%20Nightlife%20was,when%20she%20arrived%20in%202018 ]  [8:  Int. No. 1688, L.L. 178 -2017. Available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3131400&GUID=E6CEAE78-6D18-4C8F-8124-D9445FEF838F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=office+of+nightlife ]  [9:  Id.]  [10:  Id.]  [11:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment, Nightlife Advisory Board Page, Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/mome/nightlife/advisory-board.page (Accessed on September 20, 2023)  ]  [12:  Supra note 8]  [13:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment. “Mayor de Blasio Signs Bill Establishing ‘Nightlife Mayor.’” (September 19, 2017) Available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/mome/news/091917-nightlife-office.page ] 

ONL continues to function as the city’s main resource for the nightlife environment. The office’s website provides resources for opening and operating a nightlife establishment, nightlife industry and community resources, nightlife community and culture, and ONL programs and initiatives.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  NYC Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment, Office of Nightlife Page, available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/mome/nightlife/nightlife.page (Accessed on September 20, 2023)  ] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. INTRODUCTION 1083
This bill would amend the New York City Charter to authorize the mayor to establish the Office of Nightlife within the Department of Small Business Services. The bill would take effect immediately upon becoming law. 
IV. CONCLUSION
The Committee on Small Business looks forward to hearing the positions of city agencies, small businesses, and affected communities pertaining to the transition of the Office of Nightlife from MOME to SBS. 


Int. No. 1083

By Council Members Menin, Riley and Ung (by request of the Mayor)

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the establishment of the office of nightlife

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision b of section 20-d of the New York city charter, as added by local law number 178 for the year 2017,  is amended to read as follows:
b. The mayor shall establish an office of nightlife.  Such office may be established within any office of the mayor or as a separate office or within any agency that does not conduct enforcement against nightlife establishments, provided that such office may also be established within the department of small business services.  Such office shall be headed by a director who shall be appointed by the mayor or by the head of such office or agency. 
§2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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