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Res. No. 139

Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass H.J. Res 64, an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, which would allow Congress and individual states to regulate campaign finance and political
spending, and to pass legislation restoring aggregate contribution limits and third party spending limits.

By Council Member Constantinides

Whereas, In 2014 the United States Supreme Court issued a decision in McCutcheon v. Federal Election

Commission, holding that aggregate limits on individual contributions to national party and federal candidate

committees are unconstitutional; and

Whereas, This follows a Supreme Court decision in 2010 in Citizens United v. Federal Election

Commission, which held that corporations and other groups may engage in unlimited independent spending on

elections; and

Whereas, These Supreme Court decisions hinder electoral competition and increase the risk of
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corruption by allowing wealthy individuals and corporations to spend large amounts to fund political

campaigns and ensure that policy matters are disproportionately decided in their favor rather than what is best

for the common good; and

Whereas, United States Representative Kurt Schrader has introduced a constitutional amendment in the

United States House of Representatives that would authorize Congress to regulate fundraising and spending by

federal political campaigns and independent groups, and would allow states to regulate campaign finance in

state and local elections;

Whereas, Once the United States Constitution is amended to allow Congress and states to regulate

campaign finance, Congress should immediately restore the laws that were made null by the McCutcheon and

Citizens United decisions; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Congress to pass H.J.

Res 64, an amendment to the Constitution of the United States , which would allow Congress and individual

states to regulate campaign finance and political spending, and to pass legislation restoring aggregate

contribution limits and third party spending limits.
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