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Res. No. 881

Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign S.713/H.R. 1340, also
known as the International Violence Against Women Act of 2015.

By Council Members Williams, Cumbo, Chin, Gentile, Johnson, Mealy and Mendez

Whereas, A recent United Nations report indicated that one out of every three women worldwide will be
physically, sexually, or otherwise abused during her lifetime; and

Whereas, Additionally, the report found that one in 10 girls under the age of 18 are forced to have sex;
and

Whereas, Further data showed that 38 percent of women who are murdered are killed by their intimate
partners; and

Whereas, In March 2015, S.713/H.R. 1340, legislation also known as the International Violence Against
Women Act of 2015 was introduced by Sen. Barbara Boxer and Rep. Janice. Schakowsky to help address these

alarming findings; and
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Whereas, This legislation would direct the United States (U.S.) Secretary of State to establish an Office
of Global Women's Issues which would be headed by an Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issues; and

Whereas, In addition the Act would establish in the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) a Senior Coordinator for Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment who shall direct USAID
activities, policies, programs, and funding relating to gender equality and women's empowerment; and

Whereas, Furthermore, the Act would direct the Ambassador-at-Large to: (1) develop or update annually
for five years (after the 2012 United States Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Violence
Globally which shall be deemed to be the first required strategy) a U.S. global strategy to prevent and respond
to violence against women and girls, and (2) coordinate U.S. government efforts regarding gender integration
and advancing the status of women and girls in U.S. foreign policy; and

Whereas, The legislation would direct the Ambassador-at-Large and Senior Coordinator to: (1) include
in each strategy an analysis of best practices for preventing and addressing violence against women and girls
internationally; and (2) develop a plan for monitoring programs, projects, and activities carried out under this
Act; and

Whereas, Violence against women and girls is an international human rights issue with long reaching
health, social and economic impacts and needs immediate attention; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Congress to pass and

the President to sign S.713/H.R. 1340, also known as the International Violence Against Women Act of 2015.
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