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Int. No. 120
By Council Members Williams, Gentile, Johnson and Koslowitz

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the DOE to donate school meals that
have not been consumed.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 530.2 to read as follows:

§530.2 Education department, surplus food and reporting requirement. a. Definitions. For the purposes

of this section:

(1) “Department” shall mean the New York city department of education.

(2) “Food bank organization” shall mean any organization or corporation that works to

end hunger and increase access to affordable nutritious food for low-income persons in the city.

(3) “School meal” shall mean a meal procured by the department for distribution to any

student entitled to receive a free. reduced or full price meal at meal time.

The New York City Council Page 1 of 2 Printed on 4/8/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: Int 0120-2014, Version: *

(4) “Unconsumed” shall mean any school meal items that have been prepared for

distribution and are safe for consumption but have not been consumed.

b. The New York city department of education shall develop a procedure whereby all unconsumed

school meals at all public schools are donated to food bank organizations within New York city on a daily basis.

c. The department shall report to the council annually on or before the first of day of September

information concerning the number of school meals donated pursuant to this section, including, but not limited

to:

(1) The total amount spent annually by the department on school meals disaggregated by school.

(2) The name and location of each school and the number of pounds of food discarded by each such

school during the prior school year.

(3) The name and location of each school and the number of pounds of food donated by each such

school during the prior school year.

(4) The name and location of each food bank organization that received a food donation from the

department.

(5) Disageregated by community school district and council district, the report shall also include the

agoregate of the data required in paragraphs one through four of this subdivision.

d. The annual reports required pursuant to this section shall be made available on the department’s

website and to any member of the public upon request.

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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