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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  864-A

COMMITTEE: Health

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to investigation by the department of health and mental hygiene in connection with lead poisoning incidents
	SPONSORS: The Speaker (Council Member Johnson) and Council Members Holden, Cumbo, Kallos, Powers, Rose, Brannan, Levine, Rivera, Constantinides, Miller, Ayala, Koo, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams), Rodriguez, Dromm, Cabrera, Salamanca, Grodenchik, Yeger, Van Bramer, Gibson, Reynoso, Vallone, Rosenthal, Moya, Koslowitz, Deutsch, Treyger, Lander, Ampry-Samuel, Eugene, Adams, Levin, Chin, Menchaca, Maisel, Barron, Cornegy, Louis, Perkins and Ulrich


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Intro. No. 864-A would expand the investigations that the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) is required to conduct under existing law whenever it is alerted about a child with an elevated blood lead level, in some cases taking over for the Department of Education (DOE). Under this legislation, DOHMH or another relevant city agency, would be required to inspect not just the dwelling unit where a poisoned child resides, but also any daycare, preschool, or nursery school where the child routinely spends 10 or more hours per week, as well as any park or playground where DOHMH determines that bare soil presents a potential source of lead exposure. DOHMH would also be required to inspect any apartment with a child under 1 in the same building as the dwelling unit where a poisoned child resides. These inspections would include analysis by an x-ray fluorescence analyzer (XRF) of all friction surfaces, chewable surfaces and impact surfaces, as well as assisting with the ordering of a free water test kit and testing of soil from any area on the property covered in bare soil that may be a potential source of lead exposure. When DOHMH issues an order to abate a lead paint hazard, landlords would be required to report XRF results for all surfaces in a unit to the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) within 60 days. DOHMH or another relevant city agency would be required to notify all residents of the building that a lead hazard was identified, and to provide specific notice to residents of units it intends to inspect, including the date and approximate time of such inspections, as well as refer these residents to resources to learn more about their rights under the city’s lead laws. This legislation would also require that DOHMH provide information regarding special education services available from the department of education to the parent or guardian of any child under the age of 18 determined to have an elevated blood lead level.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect 18 months after becoming law. 

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2024
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	Effective FY23
	FY Succeeding Effective FY24
	Full Fiscal Impact FY24

	Revenues
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures
	$2.55M
	$3.4M
	$3.4M

	Net
	$2.55M
	$3.4M
	$3.4M



IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is anticipated that the proposed legislation would not affect revenues.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that there would be an impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of Intro No. 864-A because the relevant city agencies would need to increase the number of inspectors and inspections to begin inspecting daycares, preschools, and nursery schools. It is anticipated that the legislation would require a $1.85 million increase DOE’s budget to complete additional remediation work, estimated as an expansion of the existing program cost. DOHMH’s costs are estimated to increase by $1.55 million – $720,000 for new inspectors and part of new administrative/managerial staff and $830,000 for lab analysis and outreach. The total anticipated cost for this legislation is $3.4 million per year when fully executed. The legislation would go into effect in the second quarter of Fiscal 2023 and the prorated cost for this year would be $2.55 million.

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 	New York City Council Finance Division      
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Office of Management and Budget
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: 	Lauren Hunt, Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:	Nathan Toth, Deputy Director, NYC Council Finance Division 
Crilhien R. Francisco, Unit Head, NYC Council Finance Division 
Noah Brick, Assistant Counsel, NYC Council Finance Division
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the full Council on May 9, 2018 and was referred to the Committee on Health. A hearing was held by the Committee on Health, jointly with the Committee on Environmental Protection and the Committee on Housing and Buildings on September 27, 2018, and the bill was laid over. The legislation was amended, and the amended version, Proposed Intro. No. 864-A, will be considered on March 18, 2021. Upon successful vote by the Committee on Health, Proposed Intro. No. 864-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on March 18, 2021.
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