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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          3  Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Speaker.

          6                 We have Murrow High School, who you

          7  can't keep up with how many times they've won Chess

          8  tournaments. I'm talking City, State and national as

          9  well. And with them here today, I guess all, all of

         10  the champions should be up here with us. And joining

         11  them is a man who mentored them into the successful

         12  team that they are, is Coach Elliot Weiss, from

         13  Murrow High School.

         14                 .

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         16  Member Nelson.

         17                 If we could have the clerk read the

         18  proclamation?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         20  York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Edward R.

         23  Murrow High School Chess Team for its 2nd

         24  consecutive victory in the National High School

         25  Chess Championships; and
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          2                 Whereas: On Sunday, April 10, 2005,

          3  the Edward R. Murrow High School Chess Team tied for

          4  first place at the National High School Chess

          5  Championships, thus allowing it to retain its title

          6  as National Champions; and

          7                 Whereas: This year marks the second

          8  consecutive time that the school has won the

          9  nationals - a dazzling accomplishment in competitive

         10  high school chess tournaments. This thrilling

         11  victory occurred when eight players on the Edward R.

         12  Murrow Chess Team beat out over 5,000 other students

         13  from roughly 1,332 schools across the country; and

         14                 Whereas: Murrow's elite team has also

         15  won the New York State High School Championship six

         16  consecutive times, and the New York City

         17  Championship four consecutive times; and

         18                 Whereas: Under the astute direction

         19  of Coach Eliot Weiss, the team was led to victory by

         20  players Sal Bercys, Alex Lenderman, Shawn Martinez,

         21  Ilya Kotlyanskly, Oscar Santana, Willy Edgard and

         22  Nile Smith and Delphe Morantus; and

         23                 Whereas: The championship and the

         24  record it reinforces are testament to the hard work,

         25  dedication and inspired play of these chessboard
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          2  virtuosi; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known; That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors THE EDWARD R. MURROW HIGH

          5  SCHOOL CHESS TEAM for its victory in the NATIONAL

          6  HIGH SCHOOL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS.

          7                 Signed this 5th day of May in the

          8  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  For The Entire Council; Michael C. Nelson, Council

         10  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations to

         12  all of our honorees here today. And Coach Weiss, we

         13  would love it if you would say a few words.

         14                 We're very proud of you and your

         15  team, certainly the school and the whole program

         16  really does our City enormously proud.

         17                 COACH WEISS: Well, I'm very proud of

         18  our team, this team from Edward R. Murrow High

         19  School. We're very fortunate to have such strong

         20  students, not just in Chess but in all areas in

         21  academics who attend our school.

         22                 We're very proud of, of course, this

         23  year's events, winning the City, State and National

         24  championships of the United States.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations,

          3  guys. Okay, thank you all very much for being here.

          4                 Council Member Clarke, I know you

          5  have some special guests as well.

          6                 Council Member Clarke, you have some

          7  special guests, we'd like it if you'd introduce

          8  them.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         10  much, Mr. Speaker.

         11                 Today is a wonderful day. I'd like to

         12  bring together the family and the honoree, Ralph

         13  Geel and his family Doris, Tia and Sydney, as well

         14  as the Chrysler family. Angela Spencer Ford of the

         15  Chrysler group and David Tribing (phonetic). We have

         16  here, ladies and gentlemen, the top designer of the

         17  300M and Dodge Viper. This gentleman is a proud

         18  Haitian American, as we have just finished

         19  celebrating Haitian Flag Day, and he is a New Yorker

         20  by birth.

         21                 And we are just so proud that he has

         22  really rose through the ranks and brought Chrysler

         23  back on the road with the most outstanding vehicles

         24  that any of us have seen. We are just proud and we

         25  ask the Speaker to take it from here.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's right. And if

          3  we could have the clerk read the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Whereas; the Council

          5  of the City of New York is pleased and proud to

          6  honor Ralph Gilles of and acknowledge his invaluable

          7  contributions to the City; and

          8                 Whereas; Ralph Gilles is currently a

          9  director/designer at the DaimlerChrysler

         10  Corporation; and, he oversees the creation and

         11  direction of the Chrysler and Dodge minivans; and,

         12  Ralph is credited with the success of the popular

         13  Chrysler 300C and Dodge Magnum vehicles; and

         14                 Whereas; Ralph Gilles was born in New

         15  York City to Haitian immigrants in 1970 and was

         16  raised in Montreal, Canada; and, he received a

         17  Bachelors of Science degree from the Center for

         18  Creative Studies, Michigan and a Masters of Business

         19  Administration from Michigan State University; and,

         20  Ralph is currently a part-time instructor at the

         21  Center for Creative Studies; and

         22                 Whereas: Ralph Gilles joined the

         23  Chrysler Corporation in 1992 and has risen through

         24  the designer ranks of the prestigious company; and,

         25  he has served as the director of the Dodge Magnum
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          2  and Chrysler 300C series; and, Ralph also was the

          3  primary interior designer for the Dodge Viper GTS/R,

          4  Dodge ESX2 and Jeepster concept vehicles;

          5                 Whereas: Ralph Gilles has received

          6  numerous accolades and awards for his professional

          7  achievements, including the 2005 Black Engineer of

          8  the Year President's Award; and, he is currently

          9  featured in numerous periodicals, including the

         10  cover of this month's Black Enterprise magazine;

         11  and, Ralph resides in Lake Orion, Michigan with his

         12  beautiful wife Doris and their children, Tia and

         13  Sydney; and

         14                 Whereas: Ralph Gilles has become a

         15  source of inspiration and pride to the

         16  Haitain-American community of New York City and all

         17  New Yorkers; and, his professional and personal

         18  achievements continue to underscore the importance

         19  of education, vision and determination in realizing

         20  one's dreams; now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known; that the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors RALPH GILLES.

         23                 Signed this 25th day of May in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         25  For the Entire Council; Yvette D. Clarke, Council
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          2  Member, 40th District, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so proud of

          4  you, as a highly successful New Yorker, you're an

          5  inspiration not just to Haitian New Yorkers, but to

          6  all New Yorkers. Congratulations to you, your

          7  beautiful wife and two adorable, adorable girls, and

          8  we'd love it if you would say a few words.

          9                 MR. GILLES: Yes. I want to thank a

         10  lot of people. My family, and really the Haitian

         11  community. I mean, for all the struggles, the people

         12  who have come before me have really paved the way.

         13                 This whole thing is really about role

         14  models. Hopefully I can be a role model to some

         15  youth, but I had no shortage of beautiful, powerful

         16  Haitian people to be my role model. So, I hope in

         17  some way to continue the tradition.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. Very well said.

         20  Congratulations.

         21                 Congratulations, young lady. Good

         22  job.

         23                 Council Member Moskowitz, I know you

         24  have special guests, if you'd like to introduce

         25  them.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

          3                 Carol. Oh, you're coming. Great.

          4                 Yes, I would like to introduce Carol

          5  Vaccaro, who heroically, along with a driver who

          6  could not be here, Mr. Speaker, and John Sanjurjo,

          7  who rescued on January 21st, eight developmentally

          8  disabled children who were riding a bus that

          9  suddenly burst into flames.

         10                 And Carol and John acted quickly,

         11  heroically, courageously, to ensure the safety of

         12  our children. And as the mother of three young

         13  children, and I know the Speaker also has young

         14  children, our hearts really go out to you for doing

         15  this.

         16                 Any parent would want to know that

         17  their children are riding on a bus with you in case

         18  anything happens. Thank you so very, very much.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations. If

         20  we could have the clerk read the proclamation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         22  York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         25  friends and distinguished members of the community
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          2  in honoring Carol Vaccaro, whose heroic efforts on

          3  January 21, 2005 saved the lives of eight school

          4  children; and

          5                 Whereas: True heroism is a rare

          6  quality that everyone recognizes and no one can

          7  explain; born of necessity and unmediated by

          8  thought, it is the result of exceptional character

          9  meeting the demands of extraordinary circumstance;

         10  and

         11                 Carol Vaccaro displayed such heroism

         12  on January 21, 2005 when she helped rescue several

         13  school children from a smoking school bus; and

         14                 Whereas: On this day, Ms. Vaccaro was

         15  the bus matron for Bus #34, which transports

         16  developmentally disabled students to Public School

         17  29; after having completed nearly all the pickups

         18  for that morning, Ms. Vaccaro and the bus driver,

         19  John Sanjurjo observed smoke seeping out from under

         20  the hood; and

         21                 Whereas: Upon noticing the smoke, the

         22  bus pulled over and the engine was turned off; with

         23  the assistance of Mr. Sanjurjo, Ms. Vaccaro

         24  immediately began evacuating the children from the

         25  bus and placing them out of harm's way; and
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          2                 Whereas: By the time the last two

          3  children were evacuated, the smoke had become

          4  visible on the bus's interior and, within minutes,

          5  the engine was on fire; and

          6                 Whereas: Not one student was injured

          7  during and after the evacuation process and all were

          8  treated and released from St. Vincent's Hospital

          9  with clean bills of health; and

         10                 Whereas: Thanks to the courage and

         11  composure of Ms. Vaccaro and Mr. Sanjurjo, everyone

         12  escaped unscathed and a tragic situation was

         13  averted; now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York most gratefully honors CAROL

         16  VACCARO for her courage and heroism in protecting

         17  our City's children.

         18                 Signed this 25th day of May in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Five, Eva Moskowitz, Council

         20  Member, 4th District, Manhattan; Michael E. McMahon,

         21  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island;

         22  Gifford Miller, Speaker For The Entire Council.

         23

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to join family,
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          2  friends, and distinguished members of the community

          3  in honoring John Sanjurjo, whose heroic efforts on

          4  January 21, 2005 saved the lives of eight school

          5  children; and

          6                 Whereas: True heroism is a rare

          7  quality that everyone recognizes and no one can

          8  explain; born of necessity and unmediated by

          9  thought, it is the result of exceptional character

         10  meeting the demands of extraordinary circumstance;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: On this day, Mr. Sanjurjo

         13  was transporting developmentally disabled students

         14  to Public School 29; after having completed nearly

         15  all the pickups for that morning, Mr. Sanjurjo and

         16  the school bus matron, Ms. Carol Vaccaro, observed

         17  smoke seeping out from under the hood; and

         18                 Whereas: Upon noticing the smoke, Mr.

         19  Sanjurjo pulled the bus over and turned off the

         20  engine; with the assistance of Ms. Vaccaro, he

         21  immediately began evacuating the children from the

         22  bus and placing them out of harm's way; and

         23                 Whereas: By the time the last two

         24  children were evacuated, the smoke had become

         25  visible on the bus's interior and, within minutes,
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          2  the engine was on fire; and

          3                 Whereas: Not one student was injured

          4  during and after the evacuation process, and all

          5  were treated and released from St. Vincent's

          6  Hospital with clean bills of health; and

          7                 Whereas: Thanks to the courage and

          8  composure of Mr. Sanjurjo and Ms. Vaccaro, everyone

          9  escaped unscathed and a tragic situation was

         10  averted; now therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York most gratefully honors JOHN

         13  SANJURJO for his courage and heroism in evacuating

         14  students from a smoking school bus.

         15                 Signed this 25th day of May in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Five, Eva Moskowitz, Council

         17  Member, 4th District, Manhattan; Michael E. McMahon,

         18  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island;

         19  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations,

         21  Carol. We thank you for your work to protect our

         22  children. And we would be honored, would you like to

         23  say a few words?

         24                 MS. VACCARO: Basically I just wanted

         25  to say that it really was nothing but training from
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          2  the company I work for and something that anybody

          3  would have done. I have a child of my own who was on

          4  a school bus for his, about half his life, and

          5  basically I'm proud to accept this for myself, the

          6  parents of my kids, and the company I work for.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Jackson, I know you

         10  have a special guest.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon, everyone.

         13                 We have a special guest with us and

         14  her family, and I would just like to introduce you

         15  to Chelsea Lee Rutter (phonetic). And Chelsea was an

         16  intern in my office from Pace University and she

         17  graduated today, and her major is political science

         18  and communication. And so I'd like to read this

         19  citation, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of myself and all

         20  of the people that I represent in Northern

         21  Manhattan.

         22                 It says, City Council Citation.

         23                 Whereas: A great city is only as

         24  great as those persons who give exemplary service to

         25  their communities; and
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          2                 Whereas: This Council depends heavily

          3  upon the energy, enthusiasm, intellect and talent of

          4  young people who come to our offices to serve as

          5  interns often through the auspices of the schools or

          6  universities; and

          7                 Whereas: Such service is truly the

          8  lifeblood of the community and this Council so often

          9  goes unrecognized; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Resolved: As a duly elected

         11  member of the Council of the City of New York, I

         12  recognize Chelsea Lynn Rutter.

         13                 We have an outstanding graduate of

         14  Pace University in Communications and Political

         15  Science, and an invaluable intern, one who is worthy

         16  of the esteem of both the community and the great

         17  City of New York.

         18                 Congratulations, Chelsea.

         19                 MS. RUTTER: Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         21                 MS. RUTTER: Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         23                 Okay, Council Member Rivera. I know

         24  you have some very special guests who we honor every

         25  year, and I know Ralph Morales is here, along with
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          2  other members of the Parade, and maybe you'd like to

          3  introduce them.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          5  much, ladies and gentlemen, Speaker Gifford Miller.

          6                 For the past four years we've been

          7  honoring an organization that has been phenomenal

          8  for many, many years in the City of New York, it's

          9  the National Puerto Rican Day Parade that takes

         10  place on Fifth Avenue. I would love for all my

         11  colleagues to please come up here and join us in our

         12  honoring for an organization that promotes pride,

         13  promotes, you know, our pride in the culture, our

         14  heritage of our community, and is able to establish

         15  a great role model type of establishment for our

         16  children to be able to look forward to participating

         17  within the Fifth Avenue Parade.

         18                 At this point in time, I would love

         19  to introduce my colleagues that are here with us to

         20  honor you, Mr. Morales, we have Councilwoman Maria

         21  Carmen Arroyo, we have Council Member Yvette Clarke,

         22  we have Council Member Oliver Koppell, we have

         23  Council Member Lew Fidler, we have Council Member

         24  Tracy Boyland, we have Council Member Annabel Palma,

         25  Council Member Leroy Comrie, we have Council Member
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          2  Mike Nelson, and we have the Public Advocate of the

          3  City Council and our Speaker Gifford Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          5  read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is proud and pleased to join New Yorkers

         10  and Puerto Ricans throughout the country in

         11  welcoming the National Puerto Rican Day Parade to

         12  New York City; and

         13                 Whereas: Puerto Ricans are an

         14  integral part of the amazing diversity of peoples

         15  and cultures that have made New York City the

         16  capital of the world; and

         17                 Whereas: For the tenth year running,

         18  the National Puerto Rican Day Parade will be held in

         19  New York City. The Parade celebrates the great

         20  culture and history of the Puerto Rican people, as

         21  well as the many important contributions Puerto

         22  Ricans have made to our great City in areas ranging

         23  from government and health care to entertainment,

         24  business and education, advancing all of those

         25  professions; and
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          2                 Whereas: The Parade promotes pride in

          3  the community, empowering it to greater economic

          4  development, education, cultural recognition and

          5  enrichment, and the advancement of all its people;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

          8  proud to honor the National Puerto Rican Day Parade,

          9  Inc., the Parade organizers, for the outstanding

         10  work they have done in bringing the parade to our

         11  City; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York welcomes the 10th Annual NATIONAL

         14  PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE to our City.

         15                 Signed this 25th day of May in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         17  For The Entire Council; Joel Rivera, Majority

         18  Leader, Council Member, 15th District; Margarita

         19  Lopez, Council Member, 2nd District; Diana Reyna,

         20  Council Member, 34th District; Maria Baez, Council

         21  Member, 14th District; Erik Martin Dilan, Council

         22  Member, 37th District; Miguel Martinez, Council

         23  Member, 10th District; Hiram Monserrate, Council

         24  Member, 21st District; Maria Del Carmen Arroyo,

         25  Council Member, 17th District; Sara M. Gonzalez,
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          2  Council Member, 38th District; Annabel Palma,

          3  Council Member, 18th District; Philip Reed, Council

          4  Member, 8th District.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Chairman, we are

          6  very honored that you have taken the time to be here

          7  with us today. We all look forward to marching in

          8  what is undoubtedly one of the great parades of the

          9  world, and we thank you for your leadership. And

         10  Ralph, we'd love it if you would say a few words.

         11                 RALPH: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and

         12  all Council members, thank you very much for this

         13  honor of being here with me receiving this

         14  tremendous recognition for what we consider to be

         15  one of the greatest events in the world.

         16                 On the behalf of the Board of

         17  Directors, we gladly accept and appreciate your

         18  gesture towards us. We look forward to a great

         19  parade on this 10th anniversary, and we look forward

         20  to having all of you join us. I know all of you have

         21  received applications already, and notices to be

         22  there, and let's have a wonderful parade on June

         23  12th. You're all invited.

         24                 And, please, let's make sure that

         25  when you come to the parade and you're waving a
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          2  Puerto Rican Flag, you wave a Puerto Rican Flag

          3  without any symbols on it, except our star, okay?

          4  Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: You got a deal. And

          6  let's hope the weather warms up by then. We'll warm

          7  it up one way or the other. That's right. All right.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call to

          9  order Stated Meeting of May 25th, 2005. All rise.

         10  Pledge of Allegiance.

         11                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         20  present.

         21                 All rise for the Invocation to be

         22  given by Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         23                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you.

         24                 Men and women of the City Council,

         25  memory is more than just a function of intellect. It
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          2  literally defines who we are, both individually and

          3  collectively, and this is why an occasion such as

          4  the upcoming Memorial Day is so important.

          5                 It is an opportunity to remember that

          6  this is a country whose core values are worth

          7  fighting for and that untold myriads have indeed

          8  lost their lives in the struggle.

          9                 To forget this would be forgetting

         10  much of who we are as a nation.

         11                 Please accept my blessing on this

         12  meeting of the Council, that it will reflect these

         13  values that have only been preserved at great cost.

         14  Amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         16  spread the Invocation. Council Member McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I move to

         18  spread the Invocation over the entire record.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Thank you, Rabbi.

         21                 Motion. Adoption of the Minutes.

         22  Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Motion that

         24  the Minutes of the Stated Meeting of April 12th,

         25  2005 be adopted as printed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 537, 538 and

          5  539.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          7  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

          9  Legislation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 540. On page

         11  two. Through M 579 on page 6.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think it's actually

         13  through 577 on Page 6.

         14                 I know those are all referred --

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Right. 577 on

         16  page 6.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those are all

         18  referred to the Committee on Transportation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 578.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         21  printed and filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 579.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         25  and Communications.

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 580.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

          7  the clerk to call the roll on the Land Use Call-Up.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye, and I'm

         22  here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Ayes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Madam

         25  Public Advocate, I have an emergency. I request
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          2  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use and all

          3  other issues, items coming before the Council today?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I vote aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups, 46 in the affirmative, no negative, and no

          8  abstentions.

          9                 Petitions and Communications.

         10                 Oh, I'm sorry. Excuse me.

         11                 Communication from the Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if I

         13  can have your attention for a moment, please.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: We're passing a

         17  number of important pieces of legislation today, not

         18  the least of which, and perhaps most important of

         19  which is a historic home rule legislation to demand

         20  that the State Legislature for the first time since

         21  1971 would give the City of New York the right to

         22  make its own decisions about our homes and our

         23  lives.

         24                 We in the City Council with our Mayor

         25  have the right and the responsibility to protect New
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          2  Yorkers, and we should be making the decision about

          3  what's in our best interest for our homes, not

          4  Upstate legislators.

          5                 That is a matter of principal, and in

          6  practice it would make an enormous difference. So,

          7  I'm proud of this Council for sending this historic

          8  home rule legislation, and I hope that Albany will

          9  act swiftly to write this wrong and give the City

         10  Council and the Mayor the right to take action to

         11  protect our constituents, New Yorkers' lives and

         12  their homes.

         13                 I'd also like to note that we are

         14  passing extraordinarily important legislation today

         15  to protect domestic violence victims and make sure

         16  that they are survivors and not victims themselves.

         17                 This Fatality Review bill would make

         18  a real difference.

         19                 I want to compliment Council Member

         20  Boyland for her leadership and ask her to say a few

         21  words on this subject.

         22                 Council Member Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         24  Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

         25                 Today we're doing something historic.
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          2  Every year 60 to 80 women die because of domestic

          3  violence. Today we're passing legislation, Intro.

          4  366-A, the Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board,

          5  which will in essence bring all of the City agencies

          6  together, along with the advocates and grassroots

          7  advocates to discuss how we come about ending

          8  domestic violence.

          9                 I think this is something that this

         10  Committee has been working on for two years. We've

         11  had to go back and forth with the Administration,

         12  but now we were able to sit at the table and agree

         13  that women come first in this City, and domestic

         14  violence we will no longer tolerate. So, I thank all

         15  of my colleagues, and I look forward to working with

         16  you, and wish that you would sign onto Intro. 366-A.

         17  Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

         19  another piece of legislation we're passing today of

         20  very importance to all of New Yorkers, particularly

         21  to women and girls in this City, is legislation to

         22  make sure that as we go forward this City recognizes

         23  that we have inequal and unfair distribution of

         24  public restrooms and accessibility for women in this

         25  City.
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          2                 The legislator, the sponsor of that

          3  legislation who has lead our efforts on this regard

          4  is Council Member Yvette Clarke. Council Member

          5  Clarke, you'd like to say a few words on this

          6  subject?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you so

          8  much, Mr. Speaker. Today truly is a historic day for

          9  women and females in the City of New York.

         10                 Recently I had an occasion to take my

         11  nephews to the circus at a certain venue in this

         12  City, and at the end of the circus, you know, all of

         13  us were excited about the event, but on our way out

         14  the door, of course, there are women who have to use

         15  the facilities, and to my -- not my surprise, but

         16  actually, you know, we expect this, the line to the

         17  ladies room was ridiculous.

         18                 It was out of the door, the men are

         19  looking restless, they want to leave the venue, and

         20  we're there standing, and I really believe in a way

         21  that is just intolerable, to use the ladies room.

         22                 This is really a quality of life

         23  issue for women, and I don't want it to be narrowed

         24  into this whole idea of restroom equity, which it

         25  exactly will address. But women deserve in the Year
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          2  2005 to have their needs addressed in a society

          3  where they make up more than 50 percent of the

          4  population, and this should end the days when little

          5  girls will have to be conditioned to wait on line in

          6  order to use the bathroom.

          7                 For those men who love those women

          8  and love their children, who have had to watch us

          9  suffer through the indignity of standing on line to

         10  use restroom facilities, today is the day that

         11  you've been waiting for as well.

         12                 Today is the day that the City

         13  Council in the City of New York says no more. This

         14  is where we draw the line.

         15                 And, so, my colleagues, I want to

         16  congratulate you on this landmarked ground-breaking

         17  legislation that brings women's equity to the next

         18  level in the 21st century.

         19                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         21  Member Clarke.

         22                 And finally, on a very important

         23  subject, I want to just use a little bit of my time

         24  to ask Council Member Comrie to talk about a very

         25  important blood drive that's occurring right now.
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          2                 Council Member Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker, for the time. Our colleagues and all that

          5  are assembled here, today I'm asking for you to do

          6  something simple to save someone's life. This is an

          7  opportunity, and you might have read in the paper a

          8  couple of days ago, that Ms. Devina Daniels, is a

          9  32-year-old single mother, because of her sickle

         10  cell, has a rare blood type and because it takes

         11  almost 8,000 people to find a match, and it has to

         12  be from the African-American community. The problem

         13  is that the African-American community is only five

         14  percent of the donors to the blood centers.

         15                 Five percent of the overall, ten

         16  percent of the overall donors for blood donations.

         17  We need to increase those numbers. So, I'm asking

         18  all of you today to sponsor a blood drive in your

         19  district that can be held. It's already set up for

         20  two weekends, June 18th through 19th, and June 25th

         21  and 26th, to do a blood drive in your district on

         22  that day to help increase the numbers of donors so

         23  that we can save this young lady's life and other

         24  people that are suffering from sickle cell anemia.

         25                 We need to increase the blood supply
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          2  from the African-American community. We need to find

          3  suitable donors for Ms. Daniels. Right now there are

          4  only two people in New York City that have donated

          5  so far that match her blood type. Because once you

          6  donate blood, you cannot do it for 45 days. We need

          7  other donors.

          8                 And because of the uniqueness of the

          9  antigens in her blood, it's not just limited to one

         10  blood type. You can have four different blood types,

         11  and actually make the necessary antigens for her

         12  blood.

         13                 So, on your desk today you have a

         14  letter from me, a New York blood center has already

         15  sponsored and put together some blood drives in

         16  individual boroughs and communities, but I'm asking

         17  each member today to sponsor a blood drive in their

         18  districts to save this lady's life, to do something

         19  necessary.

         20                 Right now they figured that she only

         21  has enough supply to last her until June. What we're

         22  really asking people, to hold this blood drive in

         23  their communities, to talk to the African-American

         24  people across the City to encourage them to donate

         25  blood.
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          2                 It's important. You can save lives.

          3  It's critical that we do this as soon as possible.

          4  There will be a meeting in my office on June 2nd to

          5  coordinate this. I want to thank Council Member

          6  Chris Quinn for her help and her staff's help, as

          7  the Chair of the Health Committee. But I implore all

          8  of our members today to save a life.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I also

         11  would like to just bring to your attention the fact

         12  that we have the fifth through eighth grade class of

         13  Masifta Tuferif Irushaliam (phonetic) of the Lower

         14  East Side, with Rabbi Ginsberg, who is the

         15  principal, all here.

         16                 Welcome. Thank you for being here

         17  with us. Fifth through eighth, that's what I said. I

         18  said that. Welcome all. We're thrilled that you're

         19  here. We're here on your behalf, and this is -- you

         20  are our future and this is why we make the decisions

         21  and come here. We're very glad that you're here with

         22  us today.

         23                 And with that, I conclude my

         24  communication today.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Council Member Barron, Discussion of

          4  General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Soon we will say good-bye to

          9  confusion. Intro. 304-A which we will vote on today

         10  changes the name of Jamaica Avenue on the Queens

         11  Nassau border, between 257th Street and the Cross

         12  Island Parkway.

         13                 If you travel to the area, you will

         14  find one of the City's rarest circumstances, a

         15  stretch of avenue with two names. The stretch of

         16  avenue is known as Jamaica Avenue on the northern

         17  side, and Jerricho Turnpike on the southern side.

         18  It's absurd to think that one avenue has two names.

         19                 For almost 80 years, the northern, or

         20  New York City side of this trip has been known as

         21  Jamaica Avenue after it had been changed from its

         22  original name of Jerricho Turnpike.

         23                 Since then confusion has reigned

         24  supreme. It is very common for people to make

         25  mistakes and get lost, and simply trying to find a
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          2  business on the other side of the street.

          3                 Last year, a woman who was in need of

          4  emergency help on Jamaica Avenue's ambulance was

          5  delayed more than 30 minutes.

          6                 Luckily, the woman was okay, but

          7  issues like that should never happen.

          8                 Additionally, business owners have

          9  complained for years that the dual-named street has

         10  affected business by driving away business because

         11  finding a business is just sometimes too confusing.

         12                 After having heard of the medical

         13  emergency that was delayed, I asked the community

         14  board to vote on the measure to which received

         15  overwhelming support in the community board.

         16                 I would like to thank my colleague in

         17  the adjoining district, Councilman Leroy Comrie, for

         18  his support, the Assemblywoman Barbara Clark, State

         19  Senator Malcolm Smith and Congressman Greg Meeks,

         20  all supporting this bill.

         21                 Just the other day our colleague

         22  Council Member Mike McMahon approached me and who

         23  said who represents Bellrose, Queens? I said I do.

         24  He said it was the strangest thing, I was taking my

         25  daughter to a soccer match, and I was trying to find
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          2  the location, and it was Jerricho Turnpike on one

          3  side of the street and Jamaica Avenue on the other

          4  side of the street.

          5                 Well, Council Member McMahon, that is

          6  going to change, and we're going to solve that

          7  today.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I can say

         12  that the Sunset Park High School has become a

         13  reality. I want to thank my colleagues today. I want

         14  to thank Speaker Gifford Miller, Melinda Katz from

         15  Land Use, Councilwoman.

         16                 I also want to say congratulations to

         17  the community. Thirty-five years and counting, and

         18  we know have seen a reality of a dream. So, we will

         19  stay vigilant as a community. I will stay vigilant

         20  in respect to the curriculum. But I want to thank

         21  the administration, the School Construction

         22  Authority, that has been very forthcoming with a lot

         23  of answers to my community, but I want to

         24  congratulate this body, and it gives me great

         25  privilege today to be able to vote on the Sunset
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          2  Park High School.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Martinez.

          6                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I just wanted to commend two members

         10  of the Brooklyn Delegation who have important pieces

         11  of legislation for us today, and urge all my

         12  colleagues to support them.

         13                 First, Council Member Boyland. I

         14  think the work she has done in putting together

         15  legislation related to domestic violence, a Fatality

         16  Review Advisory Board, is crucial. It will ensure

         17  that there is a clear examination after each tragedy

         18  of what was done and what could be done better and

         19  how government and community can work together to

         20  protect people.

         21                 This advisory board will really play

         22  a crucial role in helping everyone understand how to

         23  better fight domestic violence.

         24                 And I want to commend Council Member

         25  Clarke for her literally ground-breaking legislation
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          2  on restroom equity. This is amazing that it's 2005

          3  and it's taken this long, but the time is now. I

          4  want to emphasize I've been honored to work with the

          5  Council member on this legislation. I want to

          6  emphasize it relates to new construction and to

          7  major renovations that have already been planned.

          8  That makes it very fair in terms of economics. It's

          9  certainly fair in terms of human rights, and being

         10  fair to all, and it has health and safety

         11  ramifications, all sorts of positive ramifications

         12  of passing this legislation. I urge my colleagues to

         13  support both pieces of legislation.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate. I rise in order to

         19  congratulate my colleagues, Yvette Clarke.

         20                 As I said when we voted on this

         21  particular Intro., Intro. 42-A, in the Housing

         22  Committee, as a father of three young ladies, and my

         23  wife and my female cat, I am in a house full of

         24  females, and it's imperative that we have equal

         25  access to restrooms.
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          2                 And you know, where I live we have a

          3  two-bathroom, we have two bathrooms in my apartment,

          4  and, you know, we're always looking for more space,

          5  and my wife said if we ever move, if we don't have

          6  at least two bathrooms, forget about it, she's not

          7  moving. And let me tell you, I can truly understand

          8  and appreciate the strain and stress that women go

          9  through, because I see it every time I go to the

         10  movies.

         11                 And my colleague Boyland, let me just

         12  say thank you for putting forward this bill in order

         13  to deal with domestic violence so that we can have

         14  the review committee. Domestic violence cannot be

         15  tolerated anywhere, not in this City, not in the

         16  world.

         17                 And finally, there is a finance bill

         18  that we passed today, in the Finance Committee,

         19  where an individual are late in paying their taxes,

         20  instead of being hit with an 18 percent late

         21  penalty, it will be reduced to nine percent. And,

         22  so, on behalf of all the constituents that I

         23  represent, that are late in paying their taxes on

         24  their property, I say thank you to all of the staff

         25  of the Finance Division of the City Council that
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          2  worked on it, along with Commissioner Stark and all

          3  her staff, and the Mayor for bringing this forward.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, my

          8  colleagues.

          9                 Allow me to briefly speak on Intro.

         10  65-A and Intro. 78-A, which begins the regulation of

         11  gaming cafes in our City.

         12                 This legislation, Intro. 65-A,

         13  introduced by Council Member Gioia and 78-A

         14  introduced by myself, really strikes a problem that

         15  we're experiencing in many parts of the City where

         16  many of the young people are spending more and more

         17  time even during school hours at these Internet

         18  cafes which we have more narrowly defined to be

         19  gaming cafes. They are nothing more than modern day

         20  arcades. What we need to do is begin to regulate the

         21  access of minor children to these, particularly

         22  during school hours.

         23                 Last, at the last Stated Meeting two

         24  weeks ago, these, both of these bills were up to a

         25  vote, but because of a last-minute objection by the
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          2  New York Civil Liberties Union, we decided to hold

          3  off on that vote so that we would have time to talk

          4  with the Civil Liberties Union, and we have had that

          5  meeting and those discussions, and nonetheless,

          6  today I urge all of you to support these two bills,

          7  because I think it makes sense and we can do so

          8  without necessarily trampling on the rights of

          9  minors for access to Internet.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I, too, want to commend Councilman

         16  Liu and Councilman Gioia for their intros that we'll

         17  be voting on today on gaming cafes.

         18                 The Internet Cafes have been divided

         19  into those that are not troublesome and those that

         20  are. And the ones that are have been causing

         21  problems in my area of Brooklyn, along with some of

         22  my other colleagues, and obviously around the City

         23  of New York. And as Councilman Liu just stated, we

         24  more narrowly define them as gaming cafes, and by

         25  licensing them, we can better regulate them, and by
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          2  prohibiting students from being in them during the

          3  school day, I think that will go a long way in

          4  resolving some of the problems we've experienced and

          5  some of the violence and trouble we've experienced

          6  with these gaming cafes.

          7                 So, again, congratulations to my

          8  colleagues, Councilman Liu, Councilman Gioia, and I

          9  also ask for a positive vote.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you

         13  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I also am here to praise two

         15  Councilpeople who are among those worthy of

         16  praising.

         17                 I certainly want to praise Council

         18  Member Clarke for helping not simply to liberate

         19  women, but to liberate men.

         20                 You see an insult to one is an attack

         21  on all of us. It is simply not right that women have

         22  had to be put in very harsh conditions, and the

         23  lines are incredible. You see, I love women, and I

         24  have a mother and I have sisters, and what I have

         25  seen is not right. And I am so glad that we are able
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          2  to do something about it.

          3                 I also have to praise Council Member

          4  Boyland. This domestic violence is no joking matter

          5  either, and certainly it is something that all of us

          6  need to stand up and be counted on and to say to

          7  men, to women, to boys, to girls, that this is not

          8  correct behavior. It's not manly. It's not womanly.

          9  And we should do every single thing that we can to

         10  stop it.

         11                 So, I'm very glad to be with good

         12  people who are taking these issues. Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Martinez. Miguel?

         16                 Seeing nobody else, we'll move on.

         17                 Report of Special Committees.

         18                 Oh, I'm sorry, Leroy, did you put

         19  your hand up?

         20                 Council Member Comrie, excuse me.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, sorry,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I just want to, among the important

         24  bills that are being done today, I want to thank the

         25  Finance Department for Intro. 654, which will save
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          2  homeowners nine percent interest. Now they're going

          3  from an interest rate where they were charging eight

          4  percent, if you're late, then nine percent.

          5                 I want to thank Commissioner Stark

          6  and the Finance Department here, for the Council,

          7  for all the work they're doing that's going to save

          8  homeowners real money that are struggling to

          9  maintain their property taxes.

         10                 I also want to thank Council Members

         11  Boyland and Clarke for what they're doing today, and

         12  Council Member John Liu.

         13                 But finally, today I want to just

         14  remember and remind the members that I want to speak

         15  about the override of Intro. 380. I want to thank

         16  Speaker Gifford Miller and Council Member Addabbo,

         17  the Chair of the Civil Service and Labor Committee,

         18  for their support of Intro. 380, as well as their

         19  desire to ensure that the individuals representing

         20  the titles receive the representation that they so

         21  deserve.

         22                 Let me just remind you that Intro.

         23  380 will allow many titles that have been working in

         24  hazardous duty to get the opportunity to just fight

         25  to work in hazardous duty, that are working in
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          2  hazardous duty to get an opportunity to do

          3  collective bargaining with uniformed status.

          4                 And this is just an opportunity that

          5  while their job characteristics share similarities,

          6  they are not afforded the same unique bargaining

          7  rights to those afforded to individuals working with

          8  the same services.

          9                 This legislation is about parity and

         10  equity, nothing more, nothing less. This gives the

         11  unions now an opportunity to sit at the table --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please. Very noisy today.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: They're very

         15  noisy today.

         16                 And negotiate -- but there are a lot

         17  of things going on today, so I'm not going to even

         18  ask for any more quiet. But we need to make sure

         19  that we remind people and give these unions a fair

         20  shot at the table to be well represented because

         21  these are people that are being hurt on the job and

         22  unfortunately are not getting the equal benefits for

         23  hazardous duty, and for when they are hurt on the

         24  job, they wind up getting forced out of the job

         25  because of their limited sick time.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Martinez. Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I rise to commend the leadership of the

         12  Council and to encourage my colleagues to support

         13  SLR 36, which we're sending a message to the State

         14  that New York City, our neighborhoods, our boroughs,

         15  our communities, need to have control of their

         16  destiny and need to dictate our future, by the

         17  Council having the authority to regulate our rent

         18  regulation law.

         19                 Madam Public Advocate, it is

         20  extremely important that we control our destiny. It

         21  is extremely important that the citizens of the City

         22  of New York don't have to fear displacement in many

         23  communities such as the one I represent. It is

         24  extremely important that Council members speak on

         25  behalf of their communities.
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          2                 We understand the needs of housing in

          3  New York City, and it should be in the hands of City

          4  Council of New York to secure that no community ever

          5  fear displacement.

          6                 I commend again the Speaker for his

          7  leadership on this issue, and I encourage every

          8  single member in this Council to support it and vote

          9  for it.

         10                 It is time for this Council to

         11  control the destiny of the City of New York by

         12  controlling our rent regulations.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         21                 Intro. 380-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 522.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 Preconsidered Intro. 654.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          9                 Intro. 42-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         13  Committee on Land Use.

         14                 LU 383 and companion reso 983.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 405 and

         18  companion Reso 984.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 411 and

         21  companion Reso 985.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 430 and

         24  companion Reso 986.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 435 and

          3  companion Reso 987.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 452 and

          6  companion Reso 988.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 453 and

          9  companion Reso 989.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 456 and

         12  companion Reso 990.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 457 and

         15  companion Reso 991.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 466 and

         18  companion Reso 992.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 467 and

         21  companion Reso 993.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 473 and companion Reso 994.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 474 and companion Reso 995.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 475 and companion Reso 996.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 476 and companion Reso 997.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 477 and companion Reso 998.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  LU 478 and companion Reso 999.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 479 and companion Reso 1000.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 480 and companion Reso 1001.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 481 and companion Reso 1002.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  LU 482 and companion Reso 1003.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          6  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          7                 Intro. 304-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  on the General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         12                 SLR 37.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 54.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 58.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 86.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  SLR 103.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Women's Issues.

         25                 Intro. 366-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on General Order Calendar.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          5  Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 65-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 78-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR --

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over. 521-A is

         15  laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: SLR 36.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         20  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         22  General Order Calendar.

         23                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         24  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

          3  Concerning Intro. 380-A, relating to collective

          4  bargaining, shall the bill pass the objections of

          5  the Mayor notwithstanding.

          6                 Roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Sears.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And now

          9  Council Member Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: If I may to

         11  vote aye on all. I must leave. For those that are on

         12  the calendar today.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, may I have two minutes to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Where are

         23  you?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I'll take that

         25  as a yes.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I don't know

          3  where you are.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote yes on

          5  all items, except Intro. 65-A and Intro. 78-A.

          6                 It is clear that the intention of

          7  both bills -- Madam Public Advocate, may I have the

          8  attention of the body?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Could you

         10  all be quiet, please?

         11                 Excuse me, Council Member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         13                 It is clear the intention of the both

         14  bills is to address the truancy issue, and both

         15  bills do neither.

         16                 I mean, there are many reasons why

         17  both of these bills should not be passed. Let me

         18  just give you one example.

         19                 If, in fact, we are prohibiting

         20  children going to these establishments during school

         21  yours, nine to three, what about those schools that

         22  are on split session?

         23                 Both of these bills should be put

         24  back to committee, because they really seriously

         25  need to be redone.
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          2                 I vote no on Intro. 65-A and Intro.

          3  78-A. Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: On Intro.

         13  366, I would be remiss if I did not thank the legal

         14  team and the Speaker's Office for helping us push

         15  forward Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board,

         16  Bakku, Caravella, Diane, Joan, Anthony, Steve, Adu,

         17  are all of those that stayed up many, many late

         18  nights to really push forward to argue back and

         19  forth at the Administration and to fight for those

         20  women that are in poverty situations, language

         21  difficulty and cultural difficulty that causes the

         22  domestic violence issues to actually happen.

         23                 This is a triumph for all women --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And the

         25  Committee members.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: And the

          3  Committee members. Thank you, Charles. That actually

          4  attended several hearings throughout our two years

          5  to really push forward this legislation.

          6                 I would just hope that my colleagues

          7  would join me in moving forward to really increasing

          8  the awareness of domestic violence and this fatality

          9  review board, and really help to work with the City

         10  and other women that have not been able to get out

         11  of that bad situation.

         12                 Thank you, and I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm voting

         15  aye, but I want to comment also on the Intro. 65-A

         16  and 78-A which are regarding gaming cafes.

         17                 Just last night I honored a person

         18  who has a cafe where young people gather, and it is

         19  an all-day weekend and he makes a huge point of

         20  working with the young people, making sure that

         21  there is a connectivity in terms of education, et

         22  cetera.

         23                 He is not into the kinds of

         24  destructive behavior that I know this particular set

         25  of bills are addressing. So, I don't know if he
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          2  would be impacted by this kind of discussion, and

          3  there are different kinds of sessions and schools in

          4  all of our districts.

          5                 So, I vote aye, but I do think as

          6  time goes on we might want to revisit if there are

          7  issues with these bills.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         11  Madam Public Advocate, just a minute or two to thank

         12  some of the folks who helped bring restroom equity

         13  to New York.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please. You're very, very noisy.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I would like

         17  to thank Russell Unger who is Counsel to the

         18  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, as

         19  well as Marcel Van Ooyen and the Speaker's Office.

         20                 It's my understanding the Mayor, who

         21  has also seen it fit that this is a common sense

         22  bill, and I'd like to thank my staff, who have been

         23  there and been vigilant in making sure that this day

         24  would happen.

         25                 I'd like to thank Council Member Bill
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          2  DeBlasio, who has been walking step-by-step and all

          3  the other cosponsors to this legislation. As Council

          4  Member Boyland has stated, we are really making

          5  quantum leaps today with respect to the issues, some

          6  of the issues that impact the women in this City,

          7  and we see this as a portal through which we should

          8  really be looking at all of the issues that have

          9  really been a hindrance to the forward movement of

         10  women, be it pay equity, be it restroom equity, be

         11  it the proper detailing of fatalities due to

         12  domestic violence.

         13                 There is a lot more work to be done

         14  around women's concerns, women's issues, and today

         15  we're moving forward with great legislation.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I vote aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would you

         19  all please keep it down? It's very hard. She's

         20  sitting in the front row and I can barely hear her

         21  and I have dog ears. So, please. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Can we keep it

         24  down, please?

         25                 I'd like to vote aye on all, and I'd

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  like to thank and congratulate Ms. Tish Jackson, who

          3  actually passed and fought in court to allow the

          4  EMTs to have the uniformed status opportunity which

          5  is allowed and opened the doors to make sure that

          6  Intro. 380 is passed today.

          7                 And I want to thank all of the other

          8  Council staff that has worked on putting Intro. 380

          9  together.

         10                 The Chair of the Legal Department

         11  and, again, Council Member Addabbo and Speaker

         12  Miller, for allowing people to have an opportunity

         13  to sit at the table and to fight for the rights of

         14  their members.

         15                 Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote on all

         21  Land Use Call-Ups.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 And Madam Public Advocate, I request
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          2  temporary time to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sure. So

          4  ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

          6  I vote aye on all. And just with a touch of humor, I

          7  want to say that this is the first bill, and I'm

          8  referring to Council Member Clarke's bill, that I've

          9  seen where while the merits of the bill are

         10  absolutely great, it's a good bill, but if there was

         11  ever a bill I was afraid to be on the wrong side of

         12  ever, it would be this bill. Not because the Speaker

         13  put pressure me or anything to vote for the bill, he

         14  actually didn't, but, you know, with 60 percent of

         15  the electorate in my district being female, I

         16  definitely don't want to face them in an election

         17  year having to explain my position if I was on the

         18  wrong side of this vote.

         19                 So, I proud vote aye on that bill.

         20  And I think it's a credit to just women in general,

         21  and how far their political power might have come,

         22  when I can openly say that I'm afraid to vote

         23  against women on the floor of this City Council

         24  openly.

         25                 So, to Council Member Clarke,

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  congratulations. You know, my grandmother and my

          3  mother and my sisters all personally thank you.

          4                 And to Council Member Sarah Gonzalez,

          5  I also want to say congratulations on your public

          6  siting for Sunset Park's first high school. I think

          7  it's a credit to your leadership and I believe you

          8  served your community well and congratulations to

          9  all the students of Sunset Park.

         10                 Madam Public Advocate, I vote aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         20  with the exception of SLR No. 36, in which I vote

         21  no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Congratulations to Sara Gonzalez in Sunset Park High

          3  School. I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, may I be excused to briefly explain my

          7  vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on

         10  all. And I especially look forward to the lives, to

         11  saving the lives that will be saved as a result of

         12  the establishment of the domestic violence fatality

         13  review committee. Thank you to Tracy Boyland, and

         14  thank you to the Women's Committee.

         15                 In speaking of saving lives, it's

         16  about time that we have given the collective

         17  bargaining status deserved to EMT technicians who we

         18  count on to save our lives day in and day out.

         19                 Thank you, and God speed, and keep up

         20  your great work.

         21                 And Council Member Yvette Clarke,

         22  thank you for making our City more equal for men and

         23  women on a very critical issue.

         24                 I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

          3  all, and I commend Council Member Clarke on her

          4  important bill.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 I just encourage my colleagues to

         10  make sure we override the Mayor's veto on the

         11  uniformed service workers. They deserve to be able

         12  to negotiate and bargain for themselves concerning

         13  terms and conditions of employment and salary.

         14                 So, I encourage all my colleagues to

         15  vote yes on that. And I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I have unanimous consent to vote on
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          2  Land Use Call-Ups?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote aye on

          5  Land Use Call-Ups.

          6                 With respect to the General Order

          7  Calendar, I vote aye, with the exception of SLR 36

          8  and SLR 54.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: And may I

         18  ask for your permission to vote on all coupled

         19  legislation? And, again, I vote aye on all, and I

         20  want to, again, let's take control of our destiny,

         21  SLR 36.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Can I have

          5  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

          8  I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Permission to

         15  explain my vote?

         16                 I want to vote aye on all and give

         17  special commendation to Councilwoman Clarke and

         18  Boyland, who in the spirit of Sojourna Truth and

         19  Harriet Tubman, have made a strong blow for equality

         20  and freedom. Thank you so much for the wonderful

         21  work you've done.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         21  And I want to thank my colleagues on the Finance

         22  Committee for acting expeditiously on short notice

         23  to reduce the interest rate from 18 percent to nine

         24  percent on outstanding tax bills so we could make

         25  the bills that are going to be sent out.
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          2                 So, I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          5  permission also to vote aye on all Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 Thank you. And I vote aye on all the

          8  General Order together matters. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote no on SLR

         17  36, and yes on all others.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Council

         23  Member Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on
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          2  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          3  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          4  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

          5  65-A, which was adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          6  affirmative, one in the negative and zero

          7  abstentions.

          8                 And Intro. 78-A, which was adopted by

          9  a vote of 48 in the affirmative, one in the negative

         10  and zero abstentions.

         11                 And SLR 36, which was adopted by a

         12  vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in the

         13  negative.

         14                 And SLR 54, which was adopted by a

         15  vote of 48 in the affirmative and one in the

         16  negative and zero abstentions.

         17                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         18  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative and zero

         19  in the negative.

         20                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         22  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         23  schedule.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of Resolutions.
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          2                 I'm sorry, no resolutions. Excuse me.

          3                 General Discussion.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I just wanted to rise today to say to

          8  the City Council that I'm introducing legislation, a

          9  resolution calling for the New York State or the New

         10  Jersey State police and the United States Justice

         11  Department to keep their hands off of Assata

         12  Shakur.  Assata Shakur, also known as Joanne

         13  Chessamar (phonetic.) I might want to add, we do

         14  have a guest here, if I could just take a little

         15  time to introduce him?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please. I can barely hear him and he's in the front

         18  row. Please be quiet.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We do have

         20  Most Deaf, one of the rappers and activist himself,

         21  he's up here in the audience and I just wanted him

         22  to be acknowledged to my colleagues. Most Deaf,

         23  please give him a hand-clap. He's a very strong

         24  activist in our community.

         25                 I think we need to have this debate.
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          2  I don't think we should stop debate on the question

          3  of Assata Shakur.  People think, and it has been

          4  said, that she has killed a State, Jersey State

          5  Patrolman. This did not happen. She is innocent. The

          6  Co and Tel Program during that time framed a lot of

          7  people, a lot of Black Panthers are in prison now

          8  for things that they didn't do.

          9                 I got a letter from Jimmy Oddo, and

         10  11, I might add, of the white members of the City

         11  Council, who said that we should not have this

         12  resolution because they did research and found out

         13  that she was convicted in 1973.

         14                 But Assata Shakur was shot in her

         15  back. She was shot in her side. She was tortured by

         16  police. She came out of the car with her hands up.

         17  She didn't kill anyone. Zade Shakur (phonetic) was

         18  killed that day in a shootout with police and the

         19  trooper was killed as well. Assata is innocent. She

         20  was innocent then, she is innocent now, and we

         21  should put this resolution forward and let the

         22  debate begin so that my colleagues can be educated.

         23  They never sat down and spoke to me about this. They

         24  only read media reports. She was convicted in '73.

         25  She was freed from prison in '79, and she's in Cuba
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          2  now in exile.

          3                 I think the United States Justice

          4  Department to put a $1 million bounty on her head is

          5  calling for her murder, and we want that bounty

          6  removed, and she should be granted clemency or

          7  amnesty by the appropriate authorities. And I think

          8  this City Council should open itself up for this

          9  kind of debate with the resolution coming to

         10  Committee and bringing it up for debate and

         11  discussion. A little education won't hurt.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I would love to take my time to

         18  discuss, to refute what just Council Member Barron

         19  said. But I'd rather take the time to talk about

         20  more substantive issues and issues that we should be

         21  dealing with in the City Council.

         22                 I'd like to bring my colleagues'

         23  attention to Intro. 644, which is legislation that

         24  would mandate for now on that all dormitories,

         25  student housing in the City of New York be
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          2  retrofitted and fitted with sprinklers.

          3                 In the last five years, across this

          4  country there have been 75 related deaths in college

          5  dormitories because those dormitories did not have

          6  sprinklers.

          7                 I would urge my Council members to

          8  sign onto this bill. This is an important piece of

          9  legislation. It's a matter of coincidence -- Madam

         10  Public Advocate, if I could have everybody's

         11  attention?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: It's a matter

         15  of coincidence that today I'm introducing this bill,

         16  but legislation is being introduced in Washington at

         17  the same time to set aside a $500 million fund by

         18  which colleges could draw into or down from to

         19  retrofit the existing dorms with sprinklers.

         20                 So, I think the issue is timely and I

         21  think we need to move ahead and I would urge my

         22  colleagues to support this piece of legislation.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Weprin.
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          2                 Please be quiet. You're getting very

          3  noisy again.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Today I am introducing a resolution,

          7  along with the Speaker and others, that condemns and

          8  calls for the repeal of a resolution passed by the

          9  Association of University teachers in Great Britain

         10  effectively boycotting Israeli faculty members at

         11  the University of Haifa and Bar-Ilan University from

         12  taking part in academic conferences or joint

         13  research with their British colleagues.

         14                 This boycott is based upon unfounded

         15  and unsubstantiated claims by 60 Palestinian

         16  organizations. A boycott such as this is

         17  counter-productive to the kind of deliberation and

         18  debate that make professional academic partnerships

         19  effective in resolving differences and theorizing

         20  changes to worldly issues.

         21                 I thank the Speaker and my Council

         22  colleagues who have signed onto this resolution.

         23                 I also have a letter for members to

         24  sign onto that will be sent to the British Consul

         25  General in New York and the president of the AUT in
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          2  Great Britain.

          3                 I urge my colleagues to sign onto

          4  Reso 982 today.

          5                 I also want to thank our colleague,

          6  Council Member Erik Martin Dilan for introducing a

          7  bill today to add 60 new tax assessors in the

          8  Finance Department which will more than pay for

          9  themselves. Much needed. And I am proudly a co-prime

         10  sponsor of that bill.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, I just want to not that Council Member

         15  Barron's resolution has been referred to the Public

         16  Safety Committee where it will never receive a

         17  hearing because we're not going to have a hearing on

         18  a resolution to grant clemency to a convicted cop

         19  killer who broke out of prison and has fled the

         20  country. She's not in exile, she's fled the country

         21  and she's in Cuba to evade our law enforcement

         22  authorities.

         23                 If she wants to have a hearing, she

         24  ought to come back, serve her sentence and file an

         25  appeal in our courts of law. But we're not going to
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          2  have a hearing on this resolution, and we're never

          3  going to have a hearing on this resolution.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          7  Madam.

          8                 I want my vote recorded in the

          9  General Orders. I would like it so, Ma'am.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 15 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         16  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 65-A,

         17  which was adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         18  affirmative, one in the negative, zero abstentions;

         19  and Intro. 78-A, which was adopted by a vote of 47

         20  in the affirmative, one in the -- 49 in the

         21  affirmative, excuse me, one in the negative, zero

         22  abstentions.

         23                 And SLR 36 which was adopted by a

         24  vote of 47 in the affirmative, three in the

         25  negative, zero abstentions, and SLR 54, which was
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          2  adopted by 49 in the affirmative, one in the

          3  negative, zero abstentions. And revised use call-ups

          4  were the same, 50 in the affirmative.

          5                 Council Member Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 You know usually I don't speak much

          9  in this Council, only when it's very important. I

         10  want to bring my colleagues to the attention of a

         11  problem in Central Brooklyn, and that is the closing

         12  of St. Mary's Hospital.

         13                 Do you know that Central Brooklyn is

         14  considered the epicenter for asthma, the epicenter

         15  for diabetes, infant mortality, myocardial

         16  infarction and strokes. So, not only is the health

         17  of the people in that area is affected, but also the

         18  jobs, quality of life, the viability of the

         19  neighborhood, the strength of the community, which

         20  means that Brooklyn, and by extension New York City

         21  is affected.

         22                 We can find monies for stadium and

         23  other places, but we cannot find money to serve a

         24  hospital that affects so many lives.

         25                 It will be a travesty, it will be a

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  tragedy to allow St. Mary's Hospital to close.

          3                 So, I am calling on the Mayor and the

          4  Governor to step forward and save this hospital.

          5                 Brothers and sisters, just keep in

          6  mind that this hospital has been there serving

          7  Central Brooklyn for many years, and at this time no

          8  one has been talking about it, no one has been

          9  trying to save this hospital. I beg you to at least

         10  look into this and call the Mayor. Call the Governor

         11  to do something about this hospital.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 Let me just say that since James

         18  Davis's death, Council Member Barron and I have

         19  reached a sort of detente (sic) where we really have

         20  taken the animus out of our public debates, and that

         21  continues today. If this debate were held three

         22  years ago, it would probably be a little bit more

         23  emotional, and we must choose language that's a

         24  little less precise. But let me just thank Speaker

         25  Miller for his comments and his leadership, because
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          2  he captured this issue perfectly.

          3                 Brother Charles, if it talks like a

          4  terrorist, and it kills like a terrorist and it runs

          5  like a terrorist, it is a terrorist.

          6                 And I'm glad that you found, almost

          7  as an aside, but at least you found time to mention

          8  that there was another person killed that day, and

          9  he was a State Trooper, and he had a name and it was

         10  Werner Forester and he was a State Trooper for a

         11  little less than three years, and he was shot and

         12  then he was executed there on that highway. And

         13  while Ms. Chessamar hangs out with Fidel Smoking

         14  Monte Cristos by her choosing to flee this country,

         15  we're going to call it as it is.

         16                 And I'd like to spend the last 40

         17  seconds on something more important, and that's

         18  something that we can do in the City Council; and

         19  that is pass a bill along the same lines as City of

         20  Binghamton, that says if you are a convicted sexual

         21  predator, a level two or level three, you will be

         22  prohibited from living, working, or passing within a

         23  quarter mile of a public or non-public school, a

         24  park, a playground, a day care center. The reality

         25  is sexual predators, particularly those who prey on

                                                            87

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  kids, are recidivists and if you give them the

          3  opportunity, they are going to attack again.

          4                 And this is pushing the envelope for

          5  a municipality, but it fills an incredible void and

          6  gap of leadership in the State Assembly. We should

          7  be passing civil commitment legislation. We can't do

          8  that in the Council. We can do this bill.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         14                 I just want to take a moment to

         15  recognize someone who has worked for this Council

         16  and for me on my staff for the past three and a half

         17  years. She is here today, her name is Maxy Alzuko

         18  (phonetic), and she is going to be leaving the staff

         19  to attend law school, and she has provided great

         20  service to the constituents of my district and the

         21  City of New York. Maxy, thank you for all you've

         22  done.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 I just rise to talk about something

          4  that you might not want to hear about, which is

          5  called bed bugs.

          6                 And a lot of people laugh, that it

          7  isn't a serious topic, but if you are a family

          8  living in a building or in a residential hotel or in

          9  a single-room occupancy, or I found today going to

         10  the hospital, there are bed bugs. They are new,

         11  they're only a couple of years old. They come in

         12  beds, mattresses, curtains. They have a long

         13  infestation, and they only like blood. They don't

         14  like dirty apartments or food. And the fact of the

         15  matter is, it's a public health issue and we need to

         16  do something about it.

         17                 So, we have suggested a task force.

         18  Part of the bill, and also no resale of mattresses.

         19  We're open to suggestions. We look forward to a

         20  hearing and I think that we could take this issue

         21  seriously.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Madam Public Advocate, today there

          4  are approximately 170 languages spoken in New York

          5  City, and according to 2000 census, 46 percent of

          6  New Yorkers speak a language in addition to or

          7  instead of English at home, and 2.9 million New

          8  Yorkers are foreign born, 43 percent of whom arrived

          9  in the United States in the previous ten years.

         10                 However, New York City's official

         11  website, nyc.gov, is currently only accessible in

         12  English.

         13                 I am introducing legislation today to

         14  require that all of the content on the City's

         15  official website be made available in at least six

         16  of the most commonly spoken languages in New York

         17  City, in addition to English.

         18                 Every New Yorker is entitled to easy

         19  access to information about the workings of City

         20  government and the services it provides paid for by

         21  tax dollars.

         22                 Nyc.gov offers information about

         23  elected officials, news and updates regarding City

         24  agencies and services. More than 400 on-line forms

         25  are accessible to access public services in many
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          2  other important features.

          3                 Because as many New Yorkers as

          4  possible should have the ability to access those

          5  vital resource, it is critical the website be made

          6  accessible to non-English speakers.

          7                 Other American cities, including

          8  Philadelphia, San Francisco, Dallas, and Houston,

          9  have already made their websites accessible to

         10  non-English speakers. New York City's website should

         11  also reflect the great diversity of our City.

         12                 By translating New York City's

         13  official website into languages other than English,

         14  we will recognize the importance New York's thriving

         15  immigrant communities make to our City every day,

         16  and we will give thousands of people from

         17  non-English-speaking communities, access to the

         18  information they need to more fully participate in

         19  our democracy.

         20                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         21  Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         25  much, Public Advocate.
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          2                 This morning Speaker Miller joined

          3  James Sanders, Robert Jackson, myself, and many of

          4  your representatives at a very important legislative

          5  breakfast sponsored by tenants and neighbors and

          6  other housing activists in order to promote the

          7  passage of 186-A, the right of first refusal, which

          8  will be considered by this Council next month.

          9                 This legislation remains

         10  indispensable as a step to preserve, to preserve

         11  affordable housing in our City. And I hope we can

         12  all join together in a nonpartisan way to support

         13  and pass this legislation.

         14                 Ironically, this is the last stated

         15  session for my director of legislation Solomon

         16  Turkell, who did so much work for that piece of

         17  legislation, and so much others. He's going to law

         18  school. He did extraordinary service to the Council

         19  in my district and we wish him well.

         20                 Finally, Madam Public Advocate, I

         21  remind everyone, we are joined by very important

         22  guests, visitors from the State of Israel sponsored

         23  by the Humani Organization under the leadership of

         24  Ester Youngreis (phonetic). These 13 young people

         25  are survivors of terrorist attacks. They are here
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          2  touring. Immediately following this meeting they

          3  will join us for a briefing and reception in the Red

          4  Room. As the representative of the Ground Zero

          5  district I state what I am sure we all agree, that

          6  we must show solidarity to these and all victims of

          7  terror, and we must show solidarity with the people

          8  of the State of Israel and remind our City and our

          9  world that this state remains a victim state, the

         10  source of unending terror, and we must remain united

         11  with her and with these victims until the scourge of

         12  terrorism is ended worldwide. A victim of terrorism

         13  in Israel, in New York and any place in the world

         14  should be recognized as a victim of an attack

         15  against all of us.

         16                 Please join us in the Red Room

         17  immediately following this session.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Today, my colleagues, I'm asking for

         24  your support for Resolution 971, which is

         25  co-sponsored by Council Member James, Liu,
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          2  Monserrate and Foster thus far.

          3                 This is a resolution commemorating

          4  Malcolm X's 80th birthday. And it's really my honor

          5  to sponsor this legislation.

          6                 Malcolm X was and continues to be an

          7  iconic and revered historic figure in American

          8  history. For the African and Caribbean-American

          9  community, he was the quintessential definition of

         10  manhood, uncompromising, fearless, intelligent,

         11  articulate and sincerely committed to the dignity of

         12  his community.

         13                 His life's work was about evolution

         14  and his life's example clearly bears this out, the

         15  power of the human mind to overcome obstacle and

         16  positive impact one's community.

         17                 And, so, the legacy of Malcolm X is

         18  so much more than a street name or a postage stamp.

         19  His contributions, as well as those of his wife, the

         20  late Betty Shabaz are indelibly etched throughout

         21  our society.

         22                 And, so, it is only fitting that the

         23  New York City Council take a moment to recognize and

         24  celebrate his life.

         25                 As our late brother Ozzy Davis so
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          2  eloquently put it, Malcolm X was indeed our shining

          3  blackprints. Malcolm X was born May 19th, 1925.

          4                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

          9  call to the attention of my colleagues Intro. 649,

         10  charge or release bill. A local law to amend the

         11  Administrative Code of the City of New York in

         12  relation to the arraignment process.

         13                 There is a 24-hour rule that required

         14  that any defendant be allowed to see a judge within

         15  24 hours of being arrested. There are severe

         16  violations of this rule. To the extent that recent

         17  studies by the New York Civil Liberties Union have

         18  indicated thousands and thousands, 16,000 to be

         19  precise, New Yorkers have been subject to this

         20  violation.

         21                 This violation is even more gross

         22  when you look at the number from the perspective of

         23  communities of color.

         24                 If you look at the numbers in

         25  Manhattan you'll see there's a 40 percent chance
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          2  that there will be such a violation. If you look at

          3  the numbers in the Bronx, you will see there is over

          4  a 62 percent chance of such violation.

          5                 These are violations that undermine

          6  our civil rights and our civil liberties, aggravate

          7  the already bad police community relations.

          8                 What this bill will essentially do is

          9  quite simple. It's about transparency and

         10  accountability. It will require the Police

         11  Department and Department of Corrections and others

         12  who are involved to report to the City Council

         13  quarterly when such violations take place, and the

         14  reason why such violations are taking place. Not

         15  only will they be required to report to the City

         16  Council, Madam Public Advocate, but also be required

         17  to report to the Public Advocate.

         18                 And, so, this will allow us an

         19  opportunity to see what's going on, why it's going

         20  on and ideally prevent by virtue of such

         21  accountability the continuation of this severe

         22  violation of people's civil rights and civil

         23  liberties.

         24                 I believe it also will be very good

         25  because it will provide those who are victimized a
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          2  cause for action, and that cause for action, in

          3  effect, is an opportunity to sue.

          4                 This is I think an important piece of

          5  legislation that will prevent a violation of

          6  people's civil rights and civil liberties, and I

          7  would urge my colleagues to please join in on this

          8  legislation as part of a continued effort on the

          9  part of this body, to stand for civil rights and

         10  civil liberties.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I wanted to just bring to the

         17  attention of my colleagues, Resolution 978.

         18                 This resolution is calling upon our

         19  President and the Federal Department of Housing and

         20  Urban Development, other known as HUD, we are

         21  requesting that HUD not revise the operating subsidy

         22  formula for funding to public housing. It will cost

         23  New York City up to $166 million annually.

         24                 We request and urge the Congress and

         25  our President reject this change imposed by HUD.
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          2                 When we are supposed to be helping

          3  the most vulnerable in New York City, we see these

          4  changes affecting affordable housing, when there's a

          5  crisis we're facing each and every day. I ask that

          6  my colleagues sign onto this resolution, so we can

          7  send a strong message to our President, our

          8  Congress, as well as the agency responsible for

          9  these cuts.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         12                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

         13  adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 3:20 p.m.)

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            98

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of May 2005.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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