Dear City Council Members Mark Levine and Danny Dromm,

Hello, my name is Abigail Jean. | am 10 years old and a 5th grade student at PS 38, The Pacific
School. | wanted to thank you again for listening to my testimony and those of the many other
families affected by Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) in the New York City (NYC) Council Chambers
on 9/9/19. We are committed to ensuring that much needed funding is raised for more support
and awareness.

Councilman Levine personally asked me to continue to speak out so | am.

My teacher Mrs. Gina Duclayan and my classmates at PS 38 The Pacific School were very
inspired watching the video of the city council hearing and wanted to get involved too.

We ask that you support an increase of funding for Sickle Cell Disease Awareness for NYC
families. Sickle cell disease affects approximately 100,000 Americans and approximately 10%
of SCD patients reside in New York State (NYS).

SCD is an inherited blood disorder that is caused by a mutation in the hemoglobin protein, this
can cause severe pain and organ damage. People with sickle cell disease are also at risk for
some bacterial infections. Because of this, the median life expectancy for severe sickle cell
disease patients is only 38 years for men and 42 years for women.

it is the most costly disease per patient to NYS Medicaid, costing $15,000/year/patient. Despite
this, NYS only spends about $250,000/year to help improve care and decrease the costs of

care. This has decreased from approximately $500,000 in 2001. This is a disgrace, as CA now
will spend $15M and NC spends $4.25M for a sickle cell population much smaller than in NYS.

Lastly, students with SCD have many challenges including missing days of school due to pain
crisis, needing more frequent hydration and tiring easily. It is important that we raise awareness

not only in hospitals but in schools so that SCD patients can have a full educatlon like their
peers.

We the students are depending on the City Council and Governor Guomo to help these families.
We demand that Governor Cuomo place the $3M for the state's sickle cell bills into his proposed

budget in January 2020 and that NYC provide more funding for school programs, community
outreach and hospital support.

a
O&g@fm
Thank you again for listening to us. \/‘G\D{ o §XQA 7%«5 S‘( Q e

Ahmad
5th Grade Class of PS 38, Brooklyn, NY '% 4 ‘/7’”5 R/{ MO, W
Prnieiyial Papcale fA

Ecc Governor Cuomo and NYC Speaker Corey Johnson D‘,é;orwé % d{,r-{
j W Chers Hfickly Pndyian tilery

Emma Goro}@f ogoeM

K:mb@r,q Croud E\m\«q\k& Senre’ Y Jovrdan M

Zuzana, %mw Fian Hollaguortlin — Sakpp RdéS”ﬂV

%r\Am Mohamines X‘%M +al) o0

\Aclvm Li @ K\ Xiola COHSidin&
S LAGNUA (KL jeqice Dussrek
\e& ‘@g’j@ mET; Y N

‘P N L! ‘ .{.}\t K IS Sileat
Um““ gl rany Arib OC b

,Wﬁﬁm\z‘\é\ip\ AO’O5TI NO DL i\ou”) Stortup

\NWQW W,“\ne\ CAK\{g MOOVJﬁ? Ab\%s\{*j%ﬂ




