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Int. No. 1058-2018:	By Council Members Espinal, Ampry-Samuel, Torres, Cornegy, Brannan, Levine, Powers, Constantinides, Miller, Holden, Rose, Ayala, Koo, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams), Rodriguez, Dromm, Cabrera, Grodenchik, Yeger, Richards, Lancman, Van Bramer, Kallos, Cohen, Gibson, Reynoso, Vallone, Rosenthal, Moya, Koslowitz, Deutsch, Treyger, Perkins, Lander, Eugene, Adams, Levin, Chin, Menchaca, King, Gjonaj, Maisel, Barron, Cumbo, Salamanca, Rivera and Ulrich (by request of the Brooklyn Borough President)

Title:	A Local Law in relation to developing a comprehensive urban agriculture plan



I.	INTRODUCTION
On June 11, 2019, the Committee on Land Use will hold a hearing on Introduction No. 1058-2018, A Local Law in relation to developing a comprehensive urban agriculture plan. The bill would addresses land use policy and other issues to promote the expansion of urban agriculture in the City.  Representatives of the Department of City Planning (DCP) and various advocacy groups have been invited to attend.
II. 	BACKGROUND
Introduction No. 1058-2018 was originally introduced during the 2014-2017 Council Session as Int. No. 1661-2017.[footnoteRef:2]  Int. No. 1661 would have required the Department of City Planning (DCP) to develop a comprehensive urban agriculture plan addressing land use policy and other issues to promote the expansion of urban agriculture in the City.  DCP would have been required to deliver such plan to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council by July 1, 2018. [2:  Stated Meeting Agenda (July 20, 2017).] 

The Committee heard Int. No. 1661 at its October 26, 2017 meeting.[footnoteRef:3]  The bill was subsequently amended as Proposed Int. No. 1661-A, A Local Law in relation to requiring the DCP, Department of Small Business Services, and the Department of Parks and Recreation to develop an urban agriculture website.  The amended bill required the City to develop an urban agriculture website to promote the expansion of urban agriculture in the City.  The bill required that such website be established no later than July 1, 2018. The bill also provided that the Department of City Planning (DCP), the Department of Small Business Services (SBS), and the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) would be required to prepare content for such website.  Finally, the bill provided that agencies responsible for the construction and maintenance of the website would be required to issue a review of the website’s efficacy to the City Council no later than January 1, 2019.  The bill became law as Local Law 46 for the year 2018 (Local Law 46) on January 17, 2018.[footnoteRef:4]  The website established pursuant to Local Law 46 is available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/agriculture/index.page.   [3:  New York City Council, Committee Report, Int. 1661 (Oct. 26, 2017) ]  [4:  Local Law 46 for the Year 2018.] 

Council Member Espinal subsequently introduced Int. No. 1058-2018 on August 8, 2018.[footnoteRef:5]  The bill is identical in all respects to Int. 1661-2017, except that instead of requiring a comprehensive urban agriculture plan to be posted on DCP’s website on or before July 1, 2018, Int. 1058 would require such report to be posted on or before July 1, 2019. [5:  Stated Meeting Agenda (Aug. 8, 2018).] 


III.	ANALYSIS OF  INTRODUCTION NO. 1058-2018
Introduction No. 1058-2017 would be an unconsolidated law.
Bill section one would provide the creation of a comprehensive urban agriculture plan.  Subdivision a of bill section one would provide that DCP, in cooperation with relevant agencies and stakeholders, including but not limited to food policy educators, representatives from community gardens and urban farming businesses shall prepare a comprehensive urban agriculture plan.  Subdivision a would further provide that such comprehensive urban agriculture plan shall address, but not be limited to the following issues related to urban agriculture:
1. cataloguing existing and potential urban agriculture spaces;
2. classification and prioritization of urban agriculture uses;
3. potential land use policies to promote the expansion of agricultural uses in the city;
4. an analysis of those portions of the zoning resolution, building code, and fire code that merit reconsideration to promote urban agriculture;
5. expanding the availability of healthy food in low-income neighborhoods;
6. the integration of urban agriculture into the city’s conservation and resiliency plans;
7. youth development and education with regard to local food production;
8. direct and indirect job creation and impacts from urban agriculture production; and
9. the feasibility of creating an office of urban agriculture.
Subdivision b of the bill would provide that on or before July 1, 2019, DCP shall submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council,  and post on the Department's website, the comprehensive urban agriculture plan prepared pursuant to subdivision a.
Bill section 2 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.
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A LOCAL LAW

In relation to developing a comprehensive urban agriculture plan


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:








Section 1. Comprehensive urban agriculture plan. a. The department of city planning, in cooperation with relevant agencies and stakeholders, including but not limited to food policy educators, representatives from community gardens and urban farming businesses, shall prepare a comprehensive urban agriculture plan. Such comprehensive urban agriculture plan shall address, but not be limited to, the following issues related to urban agriculture: (i) cataloguing existing and potential urban agriculture spaces, (ii) classification and prioritization of urban agriculture uses, (iii) potential land use policies to promote the expansion of agricultural uses in the city, (iv) an analysis of those portions of the zoning resolution, building code, and fire code that merit reconsideration to promote urban agriculture, (v) expanding the availability of healthy food in low-income neighborhoods, (vi) the integration of urban agriculture into the city’s conservation and resiliency plans, (vii) youth development and education with regard to local food production; (viii) direct and indirect job creation and impacts from urban agriculture production; and (ix) the feasibility of creating an office of urban agriculture.
b. On or before July 1, 2019, the department of city planning shall submit to the mayor and speaker of the council and post on the department’s website the comprehensive urban agriculture plan prepared pursuant to subdivision a of this section.
§ 2. This law takes effect immediately.
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