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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The recessed

          3  meeting of June 7th, 2004, will be held on June

          4  24th, today, 2004. Called to order, please. Quiet.

          5  Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         13  present.

         14                 Supplemental Messages and Papers from

         15  the Mayor.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         18  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         20  185.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         23  186.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M
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          2  187.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

          7  on all. Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  and good luck.

         10                 Supplemental Petitions and

         11  Communications.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm not sure we did M

         13  188. Did we do M 188?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry. I'm

         15  sorry. M 188.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         17  188.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         19  printed and filed.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         21  Petitions and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         24  Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

          3  Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

          5  tonight we are passing a budget that truly

          6  represents the interests of all New Yorkers, and I

          7  want to thank all of you for your leadership in

          8  making sure that we address the issues that face our

          9  communities.

         10                 At the very beginning of this budget

         11  process, we laid out together a series of priorities

         12  that we wanted to see addressed, that began with

         13  restoring the devastating cuts that had been

         14  proposed to programs that support hope and

         15  opportunity in all of our communities. Day care

         16  slots, college scholarships, and so many other

         17  programs that make it possible for people to live

         18  the American dream in this great City.

         19                 And then acknowledge that as we

         20  experience somewhat better times, we also have to

         21  make sure that we provide more support for services

         22  and programs that help bring that open opportunity,

         23  that people who have sacrificed over the last

         24  several years deserve better services as well.

         25                 And, so, we targeted investments in
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          2  programs and services that will mean the difference

          3  between success and failure for future generations

          4  of New Yorkers:

          5                 - smaller classes, so that a positive

          6  vision of educational achievement for every child in

          7  this City is adopted by this City.

          8                 - better library service, because

          9  very simply, that the New York City public library

         10  system is the engine of growth and opportunity for

         11  millions of New Yorkers.

         12                 - programs that address a crisis in

         13  this City that has gone unnoticed and unrecognized

         14  for too long.

         15                 - unemployment, long-term

         16  unemployment, particularly among communities of

         17  color. It's important to say out loud the shocking

         18  fact that 51 percent of African American males in

         19  this City are unemployed, and so many have given up

         20  hope of ever getting a job. That's not what New York

         21  is about, and this Council stepped up to the plate

         22  and helped create programs to address it.

         23                 Expanded day care. Not just restoring

         24  the cuts that the Mayor had proposed, but expanding

         25  1,400 more slots. Because working families deserve
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          2  better for their kids, and working parents deserve

          3  just that, to work to create opportunity and to

          4  support themselves and their family.

          5                 And legal services for the poor.

          6  Because that is the American way. Those are our

          7  values. We believe that everyone is entitled to

          8  representation, and we don't just say it, we mean

          9  it. We step up to the plate and make sure that those

         10  services are provided. And so many other initiatives

         11  and causes that this Council cares about deeply.

         12                 And then as we acknowledge that times

         13  were better, and it was appropriate to give

         14  something back to the taxpayers of this City, we

         15  started with providing relief to those who need it

         16  most.

         17                 And let me tell you this, my friends.

         18  Decades from now, in the history of this Council,

         19  our Council has written, we will look back at the

         20  earned income tax credit, as one of our proudest

         21  moments. A moment when we said to 700,000 working

         22  New Yorkers, we believe in you and we believe in

         23  your capacity to support yourselves and work and

         24  produce a better life; a moment when we acknowledged

         25  that the most successful program in lifting people

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  out of poverty in the last 50 years is a program

          3  that this City is long overdue in adopting; a moment

          4  when we said that our values should be played out

          5  among our people.

          6                 That is what we have done tonight.

          7  And giving relief to property taxpayers and

          8  home-owners is a good thing, as well. And we do it

          9  tonight.

         10                 And, so, I believe that this is the

         11  best budget that we have adopted in our time here in

         12  the Council, in my time here in the Council, and I

         13  am deeply proud of it.

         14                 And I want to thank all of my

         15  colleagues, every single one of you, because we do

         16  things the right way here in the New York City

         17  Council. Every Council Member has a voice. Every

         18  Council member has the opportunity to fight for

         19  their community and for the entire City, and I'm

         20  proud to stand with each one of you, because

         21  collectively we make a difference for the millions

         22  of New Yorkers we represent. This is why we are

         23  here.

         24                 We should also remember that we, as

         25  elected officials, don't do it alone. And it is
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          2  appropriate to take a moment to thank our

          3  extraordinary staff.

          4                 We are so fortunate to have the

          5  hardest working staff, the most intelligent,

          6  hard-working, creative and talented staff, that any

          7  legislature has ever had. These are all people that

          8  we know as individuals. But it isn't said often

          9  enough that our staff could find jobs that paid them

         10  more. They could find jobs that don't require them

         11  to work these kind of long hours into the night.

         12  They could spend more time with their families, and

         13  they could put up with a lot less grief from all of

         14  us. But they do it because they love this City as

         15  much or more than we do, and because they know that

         16  their work makes a difference. And I would like to

         17  thank every single one of them, but I won't because

         18  they want to go home too. But I do want to say how

         19  enormously grateful I am, in particular, to Gail

         20  Benjamin. Where is she? Hi, Gail.

         21                 Gail Benjamin has set a standard by

         22  which all future budgets will be measured, and come

         23  up short, frankly. But she has done it, as she does

         24  all things, integrity and compassionate commitment.

         25  And in particular I want to say that at difficult
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          2  times she stepped up to take a job that she didn't

          3  really want, and did it as well as anyone could, and

          4  all of us, but I, in particular, owe her a

          5  tremendous debt of gratitude that we'll never repay,

          6  but we'll try. So, thank you, Gail.

          7                 And I want to thank Larian Angelo.

          8  Larian has also set a standard by which all future

          9  budgets will be judged, but she'll actually have to

         10  try to meet it next year. But Larian has done such a

         11  phenomenal job. We have been so fortunate in the

         12  City Council to have her as the Director of Finance

         13  for the last three budgets, which have been

         14  difficult, but they get better, and they've gotten

         15  better because of her wisdom, her compassion and her

         16  commitment to this institution, but more

         17  importantly, for the people of this City, and they

         18  owe her a debt that they'll never know about

         19  truthfully, but they should, and their lives are

         20  better because of, not just Larian, but every single

         21  member of the Finance Division, which is an amazing

         22  division, and is filled with staff members who

         23  deserve many raises and have gone without them for a

         24  long time, who care so deeply about the issues that

         25  they are involved with, who work so closely with all
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          2  of us. And I won't single any more of them out

          3  because if I did, I would do an injustice to some,

          4  and they're such a big-hearted group, and they

          5  understand and they wouldn't want that because they

          6  know they do things collectively. But they all know

          7  how hard they worked, and they know, they should

          8  know at least, how appreciative I am, and I hope

          9  they know how appreciative all of you are.

         10                 And I also want to thank all the rest

         11  of our staff, not just the Finance Division - the

         12  Press Office, the Member Services, Administration --

         13  help me here. Speaker's Office, which does a

         14  phenomenal job, Communications, but all of our

         15  staff, everything that I've said about Larian and

         16  Gail I mean about all of you. And I want to say for

         17  everybody how much we appreciate. Because we thank

         18  you now and then, but we don't really do it

         19  properly. You're a great group. It's not only a

         20  privilege to work with you, but it's fun.

         21                 That said, I'm now done, because

         22  Leroy tells me I'm done. I didn't start with all the

         23  names, I had to go over the top in order to let them

         24  know that I wasn't going through the names.

         25                 I'm going to yield briefly to the

                                                            17

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Chair of the Finance Committee, to give him an

          3  opportunity to say a few words about this budget, on

          4  the assurance that he won't say anything when we

          5  actually go through the vote, but he's W, so none of

          6  you care. Council Member David Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker.

          9                 Fellow colleagues, these past few

         10  months have been most arduous as we worked hard to

         11  provide the people of New York City with a workable

         12  budget. Couple this with funding requests from

         13  constituent groups, as well as countless Citywide

         14  organizations, attempting to better the lives of our

         15  citizens and we confronted with what appeared to be

         16  -- we were confronted with what appeared to be a

         17  rather daunting situation.

         18                 Yet, despite these multiple

         19  challenges we have succeeded. We have produced a

         20  comprehensive and responsible budget for the people

         21  of the City of New York that has restored cuts and

         22  created several new initiatives.

         23                 We have focused on our children's

         24  educational future by reducing class size from

         25  kindergarten through third grade where there is
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          2  excess capacity.

          3                 We have listened to the needs of

          4  working parents and have restored 2,500 day care

          5  slots, as well as adding $10 million for 1,400 more.

          6                 We have concentrated on the safety of

          7  our youth and have restored money to ask for school

          8  programs that will offer supplemental educational

          9  opportunities.

         10                 In an effort to protect our City's

         11  most vulnerable citizens, this budget invests in

         12  programs to combat chronic unemployment, focuses

         13  especially on the unemployment that is plaguing New

         14  York's minority communities.

         15                 We should be proud of the efforts we

         16  have made to restore funding to our City's libraries

         17  and cultural institutions.

         18                 Our libraries provide a great service

         19  to our citizens. Through our efforts, they will

         20  continue to stay open five days a week and some will

         21  provide six-day service.

         22                 The restitutions made to Legal Aid

         23  Services will ensure that cost-effective and high

         24  quality legal representation is continually provided

         25  to those who cannot afford an attorney, guaranteeing
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          2  their constitutional rights.

          3                 Additionally, this budget secures

          4  funding for programs through the Department for the

          5  Aging that will provide 10,000 meals each weekend to

          6  seniors who attend congregate meals at the City's

          7  114 senior centers.

          8                 This Council has also concerned

          9  itself with the health of all New Yorkers. Funding

         10  has been restored to HIV/AIDS, preventative

         11  programs, and resources have been provided for

         12  Asian-Americans suffering from Hepatitis B.

         13                 The budget also acts to give 700,000

         14  low-income families an economic boost through, as

         15  the Speaker mentioned, a very historic earned income

         16  tax credit. This important measure will help bolster

         17  the economy of our City.

         18                 We urge the State Legislature and the

         19  Governor to enact this tax credit, to authorize us

         20  to enact it, and to extend the City's income tax, a

         21  program that has proved to be one of the greatest

         22  federal anti-poverty programs in history.

         23                 In addition, pending approval by the

         24  State Legislature, we will provide a property tax

         25  rebate to home-owners that will return money to the
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          2  pockets of our constituents.

          3                 Let me take this time to congratulate

          4  my colleagues who have worked so many hours through

          5  their delegations in setting their budget

          6  priorities.

          7                 I would especially like to thank

          8  Speaker Miller for providing the leadership and

          9  insight during this very difficult process. His

         10  efforts have led to a monumental tax credit never

         11  before seen in this City.

         12                 I also want to extend my deep

         13  appreciation to Larian Angelo and the entire Finance

         14  staff.

         15                 I have been absolutely astounded

         16  watching them work their magic through this most

         17  difficult process.

         18                 I also, too, want to thank Gail

         19  Benjamin for jumping in and playing such an

         20  important role in this budget process. The tireless

         21  and highly-professional Finance staff is one of a

         22  kind. Their efforts were effective in providing

         23  guidance and nuts and bolts information in

         24  developing this budget.

         25                 I have witnessed firsthand the many
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          2  sleepless nights they spent working to complete this

          3  budget. On behalf of all of the members of the

          4  Finance Committee, we are truly grateful and say

          5  thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: That concludes the

          7  Supplemental Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: It's been a

          9  long day.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         11  Discussion of General Orders.

         12                 Seeing nobody --

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Very good.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         15  Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         18  Report of Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report from the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 Intro 385.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 386.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          4  Reso 426.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  Reso 427.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 11, 12, 13,

         12  14, 15 and 16.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Hold on. M 10, right?

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 10.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: M 10 was coupled to

         16  be filed, right?

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Along with M 11

         18  --

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, M 10 through

         20  16, right?

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Correct.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: M 10 through 16 are

         23  all coupled to be filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 101,

         25  Companion Reso 428 and Companion Reso 429.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 102.

          5  Companion Reso 430 and Companion Reso 431.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 103,

          8  Companion Reso 432.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 104, M 105, M

         11  106, M 107, M 108, M 109.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled to be

         13  filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 131 and

         15  Companion Reso 411.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 132 and

         18  Companion Reso 412.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 133 and

         21  Companion Reso 413.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 134 and

         24  Companion Reso 414.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          3  185 and Companion Reso 433.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          6  186 and Companion Reso 434.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          9  187 and companion Reso 435.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         12  189 and Companion Reso 436.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

         16                 Intro. 247.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         18  over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 248.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Health.

         24                 Intro. 127-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid
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          2  over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 71-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          5  over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 324.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         11                 Intro. 272-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         13  over.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 Preconsidered Intro. 391.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         18  General Order Calendar with a Message of Necessity.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Transportation.

         21                 Intro. 363-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         23  over.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 142-B.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 188-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 261-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 152-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 389-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         12                 At this point, I would ask the Clerk

         13  to call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I please

         23  be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just want to
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          2  say, Madam Chair, while we have much to be

          3  celebrating about in this budget, I certainly

          4  appreciate the work of Council Member Bill Perkins,

          5  Council Member Larry Seabrook, and Council Member

          6  Leroy Comrie and others on this initiative on the

          7  black male and Latino and black women unemployment.

          8  That is certainly something that we fought hard for,

          9  but it could not have been done without the support

         10  of the black, Latino, Asian Caucus under the

         11  leadership of Hiram Monserrate and Helen Foster. So,

         12  I want to thank the Caucus for supporting us and

         13  getting this through.

         14                 I also say it's a good day for CUNY,

         15  our CUNY students. We can have our $4.5 million

         16  initiative to assist in tuition and the Vallone

         17  Scholarships, and certainly the earned income tax

         18  credit is good for the City and for the working

         19  class.

         20                 But I have to say this: The

         21  three-year commitment to a $400 rebate I don't think

         22  is fiscally prudent. I think next year when we see

         23  the outer years and the $3.8 billion deficit, I hope

         24  we don't live the day to regret that.

         25                 I think the Mayor is wrong on that,
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          2  and I understand it's a part of a package.

          3                 And I also agree with Council Member

          4  Lew Fidler, we have to do something to make up for

          5  the jobs of our youth this summer that should have

          6  been a part of this package. And I think that we

          7  need to come together and find some way to do

          8  something about the youth and even do more for our

          9  library services.

         10                 So, on a rare occasion, I agree with

         11  Council Member Lew Fidler. I wasn't easy for me to

         12  say his name in anything that I am doing here, but I

         13  had to call on everything deep down to say I agree

         14  with Lew and I put it on the record, Madam Public

         15  Advocate.

         16                 I thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Vote, please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Colleagues,
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          2  as you know, I've been in the Council since 1998.

          3  I've also seen an outstanding budget, but none as

          4  significant and historic as the one we're about to

          5  pass today under the leadership of the Speaker and

          6  my colleagues.

          7                 When the tragedy struck our City, we

          8  asked home-owners and the working poor and all New

          9  Yorkers to sacrifice, and we all did.

         10                 When New Yorkers sacrificed for their

         11  government, the government should sacrifice for

         12  them. So, today, in this Stated Meeting, in this

         13  Chamber, in this budget, New Yorkers, including

         14  children, can all be proud of this government, "a

         15  government of the people, by the people, and for the

         16  people."

         17                 So, my friends, there are some items

         18  that we should be extremely proud of. Ten-million

         19  dollars for child care. Ten-million million dollars

         20  for libraries. Ten-million dollars to reduce child

         21  class sizes. Ten-million dollars in an unemployment

         22  and an employment training, which is a historic

         23  piece for the working poor. Ten-million for Legal

         24  Aid. Money for the Immigrant Initiative. Restoration

         25  for summer youth. Additional money for aging and
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          2  youth, discretionary funds. Money for health

          3  programs. Money for the Red Cross. Money for

          4  home-owners; and, finally, the earned income tax

          5  credit for the working poor.

          6                 Again, my colleagues, a government of

          7  the people, by the people and for the people.

          8                 Thank you very much. And I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Very quick

         11  thank yous.

         12                 I have the pleasure of co-chairing

         13  the Manhattan Delegation with Council Member Philip

         14  Reed. I want to thank him. And I want to thank all

         15  of my colleagues of Manhattan, Peter Bruno, Andy

         16  Grossman, Andy Linay (phonetic) from the Speaker's

         17  staff kept us on target. From our staff and my

         18  staff, Ali Davis did a great job making sure that

         19  the Manhattan Delegation got everything right. She

         20  deserves a database accolades and much patience for

         21  all of us.

         22                 I also want to thank from my staff

         23  Kevin Costa and Tamas Hunt. Tamas worked a lot on

         24  education. And I want to also tell you that there's

         25  a Cornell student with us this summer who has been
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          2  here all day and all night, and Neil Mucopavi

          3  (phonetic), is here from Cornell University, he will

          4  be with us all summer.

          5                 I'd like to just give one example of

          6  where Manhattan made a difference, Christine Quinn

          7  mentioned nurses --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: -- Summer

         11  nurses, and it was the credit of the Speaker that

         12  nurses were put back into the budget for our summer

         13  schools, and that's much thanks to the Manhattan

         14  Delegation. EITC is terrific, and I'm really pleased

         15  that we will have certified science teachers thanks

         16  to this budget throughout our school system.

         17                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: You know, I

          7  can't do this, because Barron -- I mean, I have to,

          8  I'm in a bizarre world, I need to be excused to

          9  explain my vote.

         10                 Sorry, guys.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         12  please. Council Member Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I am in an

         14  alternate universe, but I do want to comment. You

         15  know, a couple of days ago we were 15,000 summer

         16  jobs short in this City, and I want to thank Speaker

         17  Miller and all of my colleagues here in the Council

         18  for finding the wisdom to add $1,451,000 to that

         19  program at the last minute.

         20                 I also want to thank Commissioner

         21  Mullgrav for finding $3 million that she could

         22  jiggle around, and regrettably, we are going back to

         23  last year's program, but we are now 5,500 summer

         24  jobs short in this City, instead of 15,000.

         25                 Unfortunately, despite the fact that
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          2  the Assembly and the Senate wanted to put that $6

          3  million into a state budget and send it to our City,

          4  Governor Pataki refused to do it, and I think you

          5  have to say shame on you, Governor Pataki, for that

          6  on behalf of 5,500 kids in this City.

          7                 And just last, I also want to thank

          8  Larian and Jeff Rodus and Cheech, Staci Emanual for

          9  putting up with the Brooklyn Delegation for as many

         10  nights as she did, and I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

         15  temporarily excused to explain my vote? Sorry,

         16  folks.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

         19  voting no on the tax fixing resolution, no on M 134

         20  and corresponding resolution 414, and no on Intro.

         21  385, and aye on all other coupled general orders.

         22                 I'd also like to thank Larian, the

         23  Speaker, Cheech, Jeff, Staci, for all the fine work

         24  in the entire Finance Committee, and especially Andy

         25  Grossman, who had to deal with the Queens
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          2  Delegation. And also Council Member Leroy Comrie for

          3  his great leadership in the Queens Delegation.

          4                 And I have one more thank you, and

          5  that thank you goes to our Public Advocate Betsy

          6  Gotbaum for playing Wiffle Ball with us on the steps

          7  of City Hall the other day.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Unfortunately,

         23  I rise today torn with mixed emotion on this budget.

         24  I'm elated over the funds for after school programs,

         25  for day care slots, libraries, asthma initiative,
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          2  the AIDS initiative, the structural unemployment,

          3  food pantries, classroom size, Meal On Wheels, and

          4  the EITC for the working poor and the restoration of

          5  funds for the Legal Aid.

          6                 However, my district is facing

          7  unprecedented development, not unlike a lot of

          8  districts across the City. A group of stakeholders,

          9  led by several houses of faith, men of great faith,

         10  seeking to protect the interests of their members

         11  and of my community wanted to build housing in my

         12  district. They wanted to protect the character and

         13  the diversity of my district.

         14                 I, along with other elected

         15  officials, wanted to empower this group. We wanted

         16  power to come from the people. This was my number

         17  one initiative, a very serious and major initiative.

         18  My request was expressed both verbally, in writing,

         19  at delegation meetings, in private discussion with

         20  leadership and anyone who wanted to hear.

         21                 Mr. Speaker, you have assured me that

         22  this oversight will be addressed. I will hold you to

         23  that.

         24                 I look forward to a meeting tomorrow

         25  with these stakeholders, to address this oversight
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          2  at best and at worst this grave and serious error of

          3  judgment. I vote aye.

          4

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

          9  vote, I would also like to thank the entire staff,

         10  my staff, as well, Jane, Kristin and Vicki, and

         11  Larian, Cheech and Jeff, and, of course, Andrew for

         12  putting up with us.  In the Queens Delegation, I

         13  would also like to thank my Delegation, Chair Leroy

         14  Comrie, for all of his work, and the advocates for

         15  standing outside and making sure that we were well

         16  informed on everything we needed to be well informed

         17  about.

         18                 But I would especially like to thank

         19  Gail Benjamin for all of the work that she has done

         20  as Chief of Staff for a job that everybody knows she

         21  took reluctantly. But I must say, Madam Public

         22  Advocate, that I, as the Chair of Land Use, am more

         23  than happy and probably the happiest in the house to

         24  have her back as Director of Land Use.

         25                 So, we all look forward to having her
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          2  back again watching our back to make sure the Land

          3  Use is done properly in the City of New York. I vote

          4  aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on a good

          7  budget.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Permission to

         10  vote on items on the General Order Calendar of the

         11  Recessed June 22nd meeting?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote aye on

         14  those matters. And I vote no on Intro. 385, no on

         15  Reso 414, and no on the tax-fixing resolution, aye

         16  on the rest.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Before

         24  anything, I would like to thank Gale Brewer for all

         25  the work that she has done for the Delegation of
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          2  Manhattan in the process of negotiating this budget,

          3  and her staff.

          4                 Secondly, I want to also thank the

          5  Manhattan Delegation for allowing me to be the

          6  budget negotiator on the Budget Committee.

          7                 Third, I want to thank Mike Nieves

          8  for all the work that he has done in making this

          9  process easier for me. Mike, you are awesome, and

         10  I'm so glad that you are in the team.

         11                 And last, Peter Bruno, Andy Wallace,

         12  Mari de Pedro, Lauda Gonzalez, that compose the

         13  Committee on Mental Health and Mental Retardation.

         14  Without them we could not have put together pieces

         15  of the budget on mental health.

         16                 Finally, I want to thank each and

         17  every one of you, Council Members, who understood

         18  the initiative for children under five that are

         19  suffering from an epidemic of post-traumatic stress

         20  disorder in the City.

         21                 The violence in our City is affecting

         22  these children, making them extremely sick. And I

         23  want to thank the Speaker for understanding so

         24  clear, that putting an initiative and a policy to

         25  deal with mental health for children under five was
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          2  the right thing to do.

          3                 Mr. Mayor, do the right thing, put an

          4  initiative yourself.

          5                 Thank you, and I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

          8  permission to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: As we vote

         11  on this budget, we're also voting on the Department

         12  of Education five-year capital plan. And in her

         13  absence I want to thank and congratulate for her

         14  leadership Council Member Moskowitz, Chair of the

         15  Committee on Education.

         16                 As you know, it has been a long, long

         17  process to get the Department of Education to hear

         18  our voices and understand the different needs in our

         19  communities and our schools. And with the leadership

         20  of Speaker Miller and Chair Moskowitz, the Council

         21  now has a mechanism and a voice to ensure that on a

         22  yearly basis we could bring forward additional items

         23  or any item that the Department of Education feels

         24  must there must be change or amended in the plan to

         25  come before this Council.
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          2                 It is important and it is a crucial

          3  step to ensuring that we here at the Council have a

          4  stake in this process, this Five Year Capital Plan.

          5  And I proudly vote aye on all. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, briefly to explain my vote, I thank you

          9  and the clerk and all of the staff up there.

         10                 My colleagues, I think we have to

         11  thank a person tonight for whom all of his staff the

         12  accolades are so well deserved and they should be

         13  said, but he is a man that has led us for the last

         14  two and a half years, in solomonic fashion, if you

         15  leave here tonight unhappy, well, then you haven't

         16  raised your voice enough. And he may not give you

         17  what you want, but he certainly knows what you need.

         18  He's a man who understands that each one of our

         19  districts is different, yet we all make up the

         20  beautiful City of New York. I speak of our Speaker

         21  Gifford Miller. On behalf of all of us, I think we

         22  should look to Gifford and say thank you, Gifford,

         23  for a great job done this year. Of course, that

         24  thank you goes to each and every person who works on

         25  his staff, and of course, I am proud to vote yes for
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          2  this budget, because it's a good budget for all the

          3  people of New York, and it's a good budget for

          4  Staten Island. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, I would just like to say thank you

          8  to all of Central staff, to Leroy Comrie, the

          9  Delegation Chair of Queens, he did an outstanding

         10  job, and to Mike Nieves for all his diligence and

         11  his hard work. I vote aye. Thank you very much.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I just want to

         19  say, in January I stood here and said I was

         20  privileged to serve in this body. Today I am honored

         21  to be serving with this progressive body and to have

         22  survived my first budget negotiations.

         23                 I would like to thank the Speaker for

         24  his leadership, his staff, the Finance staff, Matt

         25  Malarky, Donna Marino, Mike Nieves, Gail Benjamin
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          2  and Larian Angelo. Thank you for helping me through

          3  this process.

          4                 I vote aye on all coupled general

          5  orders. Thank you. Thank you, Simcha.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I please

          8  be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Let me begin

         11  by sharing the sentiments of those who commend our

         12  Speaker and our Central staff for the outstanding

         13  work that they've done.

         14                 I want to pay special note to the

         15  leaders of the Manhattan Delegation, Phil Reed, Gale

         16  Brewer, Margarita Lopez, for guiding us through this

         17  process.

         18                 There are many wonderful things in

         19  this budget for us to be happy about. For me, most

         20  notably, the initiative with respect to long-term

         21  employment, particularly in communities of color.

         22                 I want to thank my colleague, in

         23  particular Charles Barron, and others who were part

         24  of the original negotiating team. This is a historic

         25  initiative. It's an initiative that I think will
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          2  inform, not only the people of the City of New York,

          3  but the people of the State of New York, and

          4  Hopefully be replicated on a state and federal

          5  level, after all this is just a local manifestation

          6  of a national problem. We hope that the labor

          7  unions, the not-for-profits foundations, the

          8  business community and others will join us in

          9  addressing this very chronic problem that's

         10  affecting all New Yorkers.

         11                 I am especially happy for those of us

         12  in Manhattan, because there are good things for the

         13  people of Manhattan in this budget, from the

         14  perspective of our libraries, from the perspective

         15  of our smaller class sizes, from the perspective of

         16  what we have done to make life better for our senior

         17  citizens.

         18                 Last, but not least, I want to thank

         19  my own staff that has been tortured through this

         20  process, by virtue of all the work and all the needs

         21  that we are trying to get done. They are eloquent

         22  and elegant in their patience and hard work, and I

         23  want to make sure that they understand how important

         24  that work is for me personally.

         25                 And last, but not least, I want to
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          2  thank all of my colleagues in the Council for having

          3  done such a wonderful job on behalf of the people of

          4  the City of New York. I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, I would just like to say how sorry

          8  I am that I missed you playing Wiffle Ball. I vote

          9  yes on all, with the exception of M 134 and Reso

         10  414.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Just before

         16  voting, I want to add my voice to those thanking all

         17  of the staff. I want to thank Gail Benjamin for her

         18  great work, Larian Angelo, the whole capital team,

         19  Jeff Rodus, John Rosenberg, Cheech, Angelo,

         20  Guillermo. I want to thank Peter Bruno, Christina

         21  Katsanos, Barbara Scafiddi, and everybody in the

         22  Speaker's Office, Andy Wallace, Luisa Sanchez. I

         23  want to thank Nicki Anderson for transferring every

         24  call that I made to Finance without ever

         25  disconnecting me. I would have disconnected me. I
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          2  want to thank Jim Caras and Deb Brown for all their

          3  hard work, Phil Reed and Gale Brewer and all of

          4  their staff for their hard work, and Jeremy Hoffman

          5  of my office for his work on the budget. That said,

          6  I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

          9  heard to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First of all,

         12  I'd like to thank the staff of Finance, Gail

         13  Benjamin, Larian Angelo and Jeff, Cheech and Staci.

         14  Thank you for always putting up with me. But most of

         15  all, on behalf of all the home-owners in my

         16  district, for the tax rebate. It's a great thing for

         17  this wonderful City, and on behalf of them and on

         18  behalf of all the fish in the aquarium, I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Permission to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I am very proud,

         24  as I have been in all the years that I have served

         25  in this Council, perhaps never more proud than the
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          2  real democracy that went on under the leadership of

          3  our Speaker to navigate ourselves through our

          4  thoughts, our emotions, and our wisdom about how to

          5  consciously ask the citizens of New York to pay

          6  taxes and ask them to understand the services that

          7  we felt that needed to be delivered. And in that

          8  deliberation many of us had to evaluate what was our

          9  core values. And I think we came out with that.

         10                 I am extremely disappointed in the

         11  media inattention to the issue of the earned income

         12  tax credit, whether it's New York Times, or Daily

         13  News, or Newsday, virtually no one has discussed the

         14  counter-balance to the home-owner's $400 tax rebate.

         15  They've ignored the working class people of New

         16  York. You can't find a single mention of it. Nor do

         17  they talk about the hard work that we as colleagues

         18  have done.

         19                 So, I want to say personally to all

         20  of my colleagues, thank you, because I know what

         21  we've been through and how we have honestly proven

         22  that 51 people can come together and work together

         23  for the collective good of the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote no on M

          3  134 and Reso 414, and aye on all other coupled

          4  general orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: A resounding

          9  proud aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         12  explain my vote? And I'll be very quick.

         13                 I want to really thank our Speaker,

         14  because he has taken us through a very difficult

         15  process; Gail Benjamin, Larian Angelo, Frank

         16  Tramontano, Andy Grossman, Staci Emanual, Paul

         17  Scimone, Jim Caras; my staff, Michael Nieves, Jeff

         18  Rodus. And I want to thank our Chair to the Queens

         19  Delegation and the members of the Queens Delegation.

         20  They made our meetings humorous and we had a great

         21  deal of camaraderie.  And I want to thank all my

         22  colleagues, for we have gone through our third

         23  budget and it has been a pleasure to work with them.

         24  Thank you all. I vote yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: On behalf of

          8  the folks who cannot afford a lawyer, and on behalf

          9  of the kids who struggle to keep up in large

         10  classes, and also, on behalf of the home-owners in

         11  my district, and also the teenagers looking for jobs

         12  this summer, I want to thank the Council for voting

         13  on such a great budget. And on that, I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         16  I'd like to welcome Latitia James to the budget

         17  process, and Charlie Barron, nice to see you're

         18  still here after you voted first of all, but I was

         19  proud to stand with you and fight

         20  shoulder-to-shoulder for the Vallone Scholarship.

         21  Let's hope that doesn't have to happen again too

         22  soon, but thank you for that.

         23                 I'd like to thank the staff, Larian

         24  and Cheech, especially my Public Safety guys, the

         25  two Andys. Speaking of Public Safety, folks, let's
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          2  keep the public safety our priority. We cannot

          3  accomplish the goals, the worthy goals of this

          4  budget without Safe Streets. So, let's work together

          5  during the budget modification to try to get the

          6  District Attorneys the resources they need to

          7  continue to fight crime.

          8                 I commend the Speaker for restoring

          9  the money to the District Attorneys that was cut by

         10  the Mayor, and adding an additional million dollars,

         11  and I proudly vote aye on all, except Intro. 385,

         12  which I abstain on.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: To explain my

         15  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So orderd.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I would like to

         18  think that a member can express him or herself in

         19  whatever way they choose. It need not result in

         20  another member commenting on that member's

         21  presentation of their concerns. We hear all kinds of

         22  comments in this house, but we should not refer them

         23  in a personal way. It takes away from the dignity of

         24  this institution.

         25                 However, it does not take away from a
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          2  budget that I think has been done very well. I want

          3  to commend our Speaker and all of our members for

          4  this budget before us, and I am particularly proud

          5  of the HIV/AIDS Initiative. This Council had the

          6  wisdom several years ago to begin such a program,

          7  and we recognize it is the great crises in our City,

          8  and particularly in communities of color, and we

          9  have enhanced the capacity of those organizations to

         10  continue to do the prevention and outreach and

         11  education and the like. I'm very, very proud of that

         12  particular initiative and many others.

         13                 So, I want to thank the Speaker, I

         14  want to thank our members for a very compassionate

         15  and very balanced budget. Thank you. I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, this is a good news budget because it

         21  delivers the good news that we are coming out of the

         22  very difficult times of the past two years. It

         23  delivers the good news that we, as a City

         24  government, are going to begin to address some of

         25  the pressing needs in terms of reducing class sizes,
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          2  day care, and the unemployment crisis.

          3                 I proudly vote aye for it, and I want

          4  to also thank the efforts of our delegation

          5  co-chairs DeBlasio and Vann for leading us through

          6  this process.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         10  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         11                 I vote no on Intro. 385, Reso 414 and

         12  the tax-fixing resolution.

         13                 I'd like to start by thanking the

         14  staff folks again. Larian, Cheech, my former

         15  colleague and dear friend and fellow baseball

         16  fanatic Jeff Rodus, for a great job, and all the

         17  folks at Finance.

         18                 I'd like to thank Gail Benjamin, my

         19  wife in my next life, and I'd like to focus just for

         20  a few minutes -- don't be jealous. I'd like to focus

         21  on a few numbers very quickly. $335,000 for City

         22  Planning. Charging City agencies with the

         23  responsibility and the mandate to curb

         24  overdevelopment is a good thing, but funding in them

         25  adequately to achieve these goals is even better.
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          2                 And Mr. Speaker, there are lots of

          3  folks across the City that owe you a thanks, from

          4  Bayside to Throggsneck, from Bayridge to Riverdale,

          5  across the shores of Staten Island to the beaches of

          6  Rockaway, this money is time, and in this instance

          7  time is the difference between protecting the

          8  integrity and character of our community and allow

          9  developers to continue to attack it.

         10                 I would also like to talk about $1.9

         11  million. That's how much we're rolling over into

         12  next year, because we have out-year gaps. If there

         13  is a soft underbelly to this budget, it is the fact

         14  that we are not doing enough to address the four

         15  underlying causes of our outyear gaps - debt

         16  service, health benefits, pension costs, and of

         17  course, Medicaid. And I point out yet again, my

         18  colleagues, $225 million in a late budget mod going

         19  to Medicaid, more than the amount of money that we

         20  restored, it's going to take a grassroots movement,

         21  the same type of movement that we were a part of to

         22  get control over the Board of Education. Rest up

         23  this summer and come back in the fall and make it a

         24  priority. Let both sides of the aisle in Albany and

         25  Washington know that the cities and the counties are
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          2  dying with this monster. We can't feed it anymore.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

          6  Advocate, if I can explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 First I'd like to say to the City of

         11  New York is by far the greatest place to live,

         12  greatest place to represent, but definitely a

         13  difficult place to govern. But tonight we can

         14  definitely say that every New Yorker has something

         15  to be proud about and something to be happy about

         16  within this good news budget.

         17                 First, I'd like to take this

         18  opportunity to thank Gail Benjamin, Larian, the

         19  Finance Division, my Chief of Staff Albrel Alvarez,

         20  Mike Nieves, and Tina Rivera for all the hard work

         21  that went into the City's budget and my budget

         22  allocation to the 15th Council district, for all the

         23  hard work that you guys did.

         24                 I want to thank the advocates for

         25  being outside steadfast, making sure that you would
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          2  recognize that the City of New York is a very

          3  important place, and your efforts definitely did not

          4  go unrecognized, and will be recognized in this

          5  year's budget.

          6                 I'd like to say that the thousands of

          7  CUNY students that will be getting scholarships,

          8  they are happy tonight, because we have been able to

          9  increase the budget from $5.5 million to $7 million

         10  to ensure that students can now achieve and attain a

         11  higher education.

         12                 We have addressed the concern that we

         13  all campaign on, and that's class size reductions.

         14  Our $10 million will be matched by the

         15  Administration and we will be able to make a real

         16  dent in the overcrowding situation within our

         17  schools.

         18                 So, I want to thank all of my

         19  colleagues, because this is definitely a difficult

         20  process, and we are all proud to be here tonight so

         21  we can get this over with and get reacquainted with

         22  our districts, and I can guarantee you, your work

         23  will not go unnoticed.

         24                 At this point in time I would like to

         25  extend a courtesy to one of my colleagues, Council
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          2  Member Charles Barron, who has one small remark to

          3  say as well. He actually wants me to say it on his

          4  behalf, because the rules will not allow him to say

          5  it. It is, he wanted to thank his Chief of Staff,

          6  Paul Washington, for all the hard work that he has

          7  done as well. Gentlemen, thank you very much. And I

          8  vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

         12  the General Order Calendar were adopted by a vote of

         13  51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         14  abstentions, with the exception of M 188 and

         15  Resolution 436, which was adopted by a vote of 48 in

         16  the affirmative, three in the negative, zero

         17  abstentions, and M 134 and Reso 414 which is adopted

         18  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, five in the

         19  negative and zero abstentions, and Intro. 385 which

         20  is adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, three

         21  in the negative and one abstention.

         22                 Council Member Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam

         24  Advocate, I'd like to change my vote on M 134, Reso

         25  414 from a yay to a nay. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: M 134 and

          3  Reso 414, 45 in the affirmative, six in the

          4  negative, zero.

          5                 I declare that the Executive, Expense

          6  and Revenue Budget, the Executive Capital Budget and

          7  for Fiscal 2005, and the Capital Program for the

          8  three succeeding fiscal years, all as modified in

          9  accordance with Section 120-B and Section 222-A of

         10  the New York City Charter are hereby adopted on

         11  Friday, June 25th, 2004, at 12:30 a.m.

         12                 Okay, hold on, we're not finished

         13  yet.

         14                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         15                 Mr. Speaker, Introduction and Reading

         16  of Bills.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         18  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         19  schedule.

         20                 I just want to remind people, we do

         21  have a meeting on Monday. Don't forget Monday is the

         22  Stated Council Meeting.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting

         24  adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 12:30 a.m.)
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