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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Stated

          3  Meeting of January 21, 2004 please come to order.

          4  Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         12  present. Will everyone please rise for the

         13  Invocation being given by Reverend James T. Devine,

         14  Chaplain of the JFK Airport, Our Lady of the Skies

         15  Chapel.

         16                 REVEREND DEVINE: Before I offer the

         17  Invocation, I would just like to say how pleased I

         18  am to be here today, and as a citizen of New York,

         19  being born and bred here in New York City, born in

         20  Manhattan and raised in Queens, I would like to say

         21  thank you to all of the members of the City Council

         22  for the good that you do for the people of the City

         23  of New York.

         24                 Thank you very much for all your hard

         25  work and the good things that you do for all of us.
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          2  When good things happen in this City you're a big

          3  part of it. Thank you for that.

          4                 Lord God, we ask your blessing upon

          5  all of us gathered here today in the Chambers of the

          6  New York City Council.

          7                 Bless our Mayor Bloomberg, bless the

          8  Speaker Miller, bless my own Councilman Joe Addabbo,

          9  and all of the men and women of the City Council;

         10  guide them in their dedication so that their

         11  decisions may benefit all of the people of our great

         12  City of New York.

         13                 All of us are immigrants, or

         14  descendants of immigrants, who came to this great

         15  City looking to make a better life for themselves

         16  and their families. We pray for all of those who

         17  worked so hard to make this dream a reality.

         18                 Lord God, we are all your children,

         19  and as such we are brothers and sisters of one

         20  another in the human family.

         21                 It is your wish that we live with

         22  each other in peace and harmony. Each of us worships

         23  you and prays in our own tradition. We pray that

         24  each of us will respect the tradition of others. May

         25  our precious gift of religious freedom bring us
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          2  closer together and not divide us.

          3                 We pray also for those who do not

          4  believe in God, that the good that they do will help

          5  to make this world a better place in which we all

          6  live.

          7                 As we have just celebrated this week

          8  the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., may

          9  each of us do our small part to help make his dream

         10  a reality in our City.

         11                 We pray that the acts of terrorism

         12  may soon cease. We pray for those who lost their

         13  lives on September 11th, and those who died on

         14  November 12th in the plane crash in the Rockaways,

         15  the town that I have been proud to call my home for

         16  the past 60 years.

         17                 We pray for all of their loved ones

         18  and family members, that they may have the strength

         19  and courage to go on with their lives, we know they

         20  miss them so very much.

         21                 We pray that peace will soon come to

         22  our world, so that the men and women in our military

         23  may soon return home safely to their loved ones and

         24  families.

         25                 We pray for all of those who dedicate
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          2  their lives to public safety.

          3                 Continue to bless this great City of

          4  ours with its great variety and diversity, we have

          5  beautiful parks and beaches, we have neighborhoods

          6  teaming with life, with people, vibrant in the

          7  pursuit of their daily lives.

          8                 Bless each of us as we go forth from

          9  here dedicated to do our part to continue to make

         10  New York the greatest City in the world.

         11                 We ask this in your name, amen.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         14  Member Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes, thank

         16  you.

         17                 I want to thank Father Devine from

         18  being here all the way from JFK. Thank you very

         19  much, and thank you very much for the special

         20  blessing, surely I could use it. And I'd like to

         21  make a motion to spread the invocation in full upon

         22  the record.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I would like

         24  to briefly call on Council Member Robert Jackson to

         25  introduce a fellow colleague in government.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues,

          3  Council Member Jackson brought for us a couple of

          4  colleagues in government, members of the city

          5  council of the City of Yonkers. Dee Barbado and

          6  Patricia McDough are both here. Welcome, Council

          7  members. Thank you for joining us, and thank you for

          8  the work you're doing to make Yonkers great.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Adoption of

         10  the Minutes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I make a

         12  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         13  November 6th and 19th, December 3rd and 15th, 2003,

         14  be adopted as printed.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 10 through M

         18  16 on page two.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Those are all

         20  referred to the Committee on Finance.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         22  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 17 through M

         24  58 on page six.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All referred to the
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          2  Committee on Transportation.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          4  Communications.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use Call

          7  Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         10  from the Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, today

         12  we are reorganizing ourselves in order to recommit

         13  ourselves to the work of the people of the City of

         14  New York.

         15                 The past two years have been a term

         16  of great accomplishment, and great challenge. While

         17  we have accomplished great things on behalf of the

         18  people of the City of New York, we have much less to

         19  do.

         20                 We still have to make sure that every

         21  child in this City gets a great public education.

         22                 We still have to make sure that every

         23  New Yorker has access to a decent job with a decent

         24  home that's affordable in a community that provides

         25  a good quality of life.
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          2                 We need to make sure that every

          3  citizen in the City can retire in dignity. We have

          4  great challenges that lie before this Council, and

          5  today we are reorganizing ourselves in order to

          6  better meet those challenges, in order to be able to

          7  better go forward and accomplish even more on behalf

          8  of the people of the City of New York for this next

          9  two years.

         10                 I'm proud that a number of the select

         11  committees which have done terrific work on behalf

         12  of this Council on Waterfronts, on Technology in

         13  Government, in Immigration, in Small Businesses,

         14  being raised today to full committee status. So, I'm

         15  pleased that at particularly at this time that we

         16  are creating for the first time a Committee on

         17  Veterans Affairs to make sure that we focus on the

         18  concerns of veterans in this City, hundreds and

         19  thousands that there are.

         20                 So I am proud of the group that we

         21  are moving forward today. They have the confidence

         22  of their colleagues, they have the confidence, I

         23  believe, of the people of the City of New York and

         24  they look forward to continuing to do great work on

         25  behalf of all of our constituents in the next two
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          2  years. Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          4  General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chair.

          8                 I just wanted to rise and say that

          9  I'm very, very concerned about the restructuring of

         10  the City Council to reappointment of chairs. I don't

         11  think the timing to remove Allan Jennings from his

         12  chair, or not reassign him to his chair, I'm very,

         13  very concerned about that, and that there is an

         14  investigation going on.

         15                 I'm not here to question his

         16  competency or question his character, but I do

         17  question the timing of this. I don't want anything

         18  to prejudice the investigation process.

         19                 So, I will not vote against my

         20  colleagues, because they have a right to be assigned

         21  to chairs, most did an excellent job, but I'm

         22  abstaining from that vote because I don't believe

         23  that it should happen at this time, so that we give

         24  no signal of any prejudice or any kind of thinking

         25  of innocence or guilt as around this investigation
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          2  of other allegations.

          3                 So I think the timing is off, and I

          4  will be abstaining to that, because I don't think it

          5  should happen at this time.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          8  Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I would just

         10  like to take a moment to commend the Speaker for the

         11  recreation, it's not actually a creation, a

         12  recreation of the Subcommittee on Public Housing. I

         13  just shared with Diana Reyna some letters that I had

         14  written back in 1999 and 2000 to then Speaker

         15  Vallone. At one point the Council had a Subcommittee

         16  on Public Housing was chaired by then Council Member

         17  Weiner, and I represent two districts that are

         18  considered to have -- I'm sorry, I represent two

         19  developments that are considered the best in the

         20  City, that are considered the quietest, and I grew

         21  up and I still live ten minutes away from them, and

         22  I spend many a day and many a night there and I

         23  remember the Monteos and the Leonards and the

         24  Beckers, and when you compare live in the very

         25  houses in South Beach to live there ten years ago,
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          2  or as little as five years ago, it's changed, and I

          3  have the best.

          4                 So, I just want to commend you, Mr.

          5  Speaker, and I want to wish all the luck in the

          6  world, to a very talented lady, a new chairlady.

          7  This is the best news that people in public housing

          8  have had coming from City government in a very long

          9  time and I look forward to working with the new

         10  Chairlady. So, thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         12  Member Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I just want to

         14  speak in favor of the nomination of Elizabeth Ryan

         15  to serve on the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         16                 Ms. Ryan is a resident of the 33rd

         17  Council District, which is how I've become fortunate

         18  to know her. She is a person of extraordinary

         19  talent, quality judgment. She's a terrific

         20  appointment and I'm very delighted that the Council

         21  is moving expeditiously to confirm that appointment.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Chair.

          3                 I'm rising to compliment the

          4  leadership on the committee assignments with respect

          5  to elevating several subcommittees to full committee

          6  status, most specifically the Technology in

          7  Government, in which was chaired by Gale Brewer, the

          8  Subcommittee, and now she's chairing the full

          9  Committee, and I know that Gale is going to do a

         10  fantastic job in that capacity. She is a workaholic,

         11  and the people of the City of New York are going to

         12  be well served by that, along with David Yassky and

         13  all the other subcommittees.

         14                 With respects to my colleague Allan

         15  Jennings, I guess being not given the Chair of Civil

         16  Service and Labor, and as a member of a labor union,

         17  let me say this loud and clear. I think that

         18  committee assignments are voted on by the full

         19  Council, and with the recommendation of the

         20  leadership, but if you look at the Civil Service and

         21  Labor Committee, I do not believe that the Civil

         22  Service and Labor Committee has carried out its

         23  functions to the best of its ability, and I do

         24  highly regard my colleague Joe Addabbo as the former

         25  Chair of the Parks Committee that will be heading
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          2  that, and I look forward to working with you in the

          3  future.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          6  Member Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chair.

          9                 I rise to commend the leadership in

         10  establishing as a full committee the Subcommittee on

         11  Immigration, at a time after September 11th when

         12  undocumented individuals and the immigrant

         13  community, not only in the City of New York, but in

         14  the entire nation, are under attack, and policies

         15  coming from the Bush Administration that totally

         16  want to shut down the doors of opportunity for

         17  hundreds and hundreds of undocumented individuals

         18  and their families, I look forward to working with

         19  my colleague Council Member Stewart on this

         20  Committee and bringing serious debate as to how we,

         21  local government, can be more of an assistant and

         22  work towards ensuring the civil rights and civil

         23  liberty of all are protected in the City of New

         24  York.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Seeing no

          3  other comments, we're going to move on with the

          4  Stated agenda.

          5                 Reports from Special Committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

          8  Standing Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         11                 M 5 and companion Reso 1.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         13  General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         15  Reso 2.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 59.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 At this time I'd ask the Clerk to

         22  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye,

          8  and I abstain from M 59.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all,

         13  and I don't know Elizabeth Ryan, but I trust the

         14  Committee and I certainly trust David Yassky, and as

         15  somebody who cares deeply about the preservation,

         16  I'm glad Elizabeth Ryan is being voted in.

         17                 I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I rise to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         25                 I just want to congratulate Ms. Ryan
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          2  on her appointment, and I want to congratulate the

          3  Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee and all of

          4  the members on the Council, because they were all

          5  consulted regarding the changes that have been made.

          6                 I want to just remind the Council

          7  that this is the most democratic body in this State,

          8  if not this country, and through a democratic

          9  process, through a process where we all had a chance

         10  to air our concerns and our opinions, I think that

         11  we've established a new set of committees to allow

         12  our Council to continue our unprecedented work in

         13  resolving the issues and solving the issues and

         14  being proactive in the face of a continuing budget

         15  crisis; being proactive in the face of dealing with

         16  situations and concerns that affect all of our

         17  communities; being proactive in making sure that

         18  this Council will be the best representatives with

         19  the best for this entire City and be a beacon and

         20  continue to be a beacon for this entire country.

         21                 I vote aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

          4  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I also want to

          7  commend the Speaker. I think he's done a terrific

          8  job in the reorganization of the Council,

          9  particularly acknowledging the leadership of so many

         10  of my colleagues from Brooklyn who will become

         11  chairs of standing committees or subcommittees that

         12  will provide tremendous amount of new leadership to

         13  this Council, particularly Council Members Recchia,

         14  Stewart and Yassky, who will be standing Committee

         15  chairs, and Councilwoman Reyna and Gonzalez. I think

         16  they will do a great job.

         17                 As far as Civil Service and Labor is

         18  concerned, I have a confession to make. I like Allan

         19  Jennings, and the fact that he may have some quirky

         20  behavior I don't hold against anybody. Some of my

         21  best friends are quirky. But Civil Service and Labor

         22  Committee is a vital and important Committee on this

         23  Council, and it hasn't met the standards. So, this

         24  isn't about fresh democracy, this is about

         25  representing the working men and women in the City
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          2  of New York, and I think that the change is fair,

          3  and is being done on the merits, without any

          4  prejudging of any other issues, which are not

          5  relevant to who should be the Chairman of an

          6  important committee.

          7                 And, so, I am very pleased to vote

          8  aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 Can I have permission to speak,

         24  please?

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Okay, I'd

          3  like to stand.

          4                 I just want to say that in respect to

          5  Councilman Jennings, I sat on that Committee and I

          6  do have to say that I did not come in on the fresh

          7  democracy, I came in on a special election, and my

          8  concern, and when people elected me to office, was

          9  to do the best job possible. I did not feel

         10  motivated or productive in that Committee, and, so,

         11  therefore, it's not personal, and I tell you

         12  face-to-face it is not personal, Councilman

         13  Jennings. It's about the productivity of this

         14  Council and the future of relationships that we have

         15  with unions, and I think that would have been a real

         16  good opportunity to strengthen that in that

         17  particular committee. So, therefore, that's why I

         18  vote aye. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to
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          2  applaud the leadership of this house for advancing

          3  the cause of women. As I review the chairs, I see

          4  that more and more women have been appointed today

          5  as chairs of committees and subcommittees. So, I

          6  applaud the leadership of this house for advancing

          7  the cause of women, yes. And because these women

          8  stand as giants among men.

          9                 Someone once said that a woman's

         10  place is in the house, the White House, the State

         11  House and certainly this House. Thank you.

         12                 Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

         15  on all and I abstain on 59.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all

         20  but M 59 on which I abstain.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I believe it's

          6  the responsibility of the leadership of this body to

          7  make decisions that sometimes may sound difficult.

          8  It's today one of those days in which the decision

          9  had to be made.

         10                 I believe that the decision to put

         11  together the body of the chairpersons of this

         12  Committee is correct, and adequate.

         13                 I believe that we need to have a body

         14  that performs in regard to the Chairmanships of each

         15  and every committee in a way that is efficient,

         16  adequate, that help the City of New York. And I

         17  believe that the leadership of this Council today

         18  have made the right decision in proposing the

         19  Chairperson that have been proposed for each and

         20  every one of the Committees and I said today I

         21  believe that the decision to remove Council Member

         22  Jennings from his post is correct and adequate. I

         23  vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: The vote and

         22  the decision we're making today to remove the chair

         23  of the Civil Service and Labor Committee is not an

         24  easy decision but neither is it easy the

         25  responsibilities we have as Chairs of Committees,
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          2  more it's the responsibility more importantly that

          3  we have to the working men and women of this City

          4  something that is easy to live up to. But we as City

          5  Council members and as an entire body need to make

          6  sure that the responsibility we have to the working

          7  men and women of this City is something we never

          8  walk away from. And it's something that is first and

          9  foremost on our agenda.

         10                 Ahead of being collegial, ahead of

         11  personal relationships, and unfortunately the facts

         12  speak for themselves for the past two years that the

         13  Council has not been able to live up to that

         14  responsibility as thoroughly as we might have if we

         15  had had an active and aggressive Civil Service and

         16  Labor Committee.

         17                 The move today will make sure that we

         18  have a more active Civil Service and Labor Committee

         19  which will make all of us more effective and

         20  responsible in our efforts to make sure that all

         21  working men and women have the voice they need,

         22  deserve and have elected within this body.

         23                 I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

          4  to explain my vote?

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. I'm

          7  delighted that in this new Council we have by the

          8  vote of constituents in the district now have three

          9  more women participating with us than we did in

         10  2001. To risk the favor of my male colleagues, we

         11  still need more. I don't think you all should be put

         12  out of office, but we still need more.

         13                 Having said that, I'm prepared to

         14  vote aye on all, but as the Chair for Consumer

         15  Affairs, I want to express my disappointment that I

         16  have no women on the Committee on Consumer Affairs

         17  and would welcome participation at any time, because

         18  I think we need a balanced view on all of these

         19  committees.

         20                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I'd like to

         16  vote aye on all. And I'd like to congratulate all

         17  the new committee and subcommittee chairs, and to

         18  welcome three new members to my Committee; my

         19  neighboring colleague Jim Gennaro in Queens; Eric

         20  Gioia, from Queens; and Albert Vann, from Brooklyn.

         21  And just to let them know that we now need 12 for a

         22  quorum, so prompt attendance will be very much

         23  appreciated. I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  I just want

          5  to express my, first my gratitude to the Rules

          6  Committee for entrusting me with the leadership of

          7  the Waterfronts Committee, but more important, my

          8  full support for the decisions made by the

          9  leadership in the Rules Committee.  When we came

         10  into office a couple of years ago, any less, we

         11  talked about strengthening the Committee system, the

         12  autonomy of the committees. I know we all still

         13  belong in that strongly and I think we've lived up

         14  to that.

         15                 I also think it's a responsibility of

         16  the leadership to ensure that the Committees are

         17  going to do the best job possible for the people

         18  that we all represent, and I think that they've

         19  undertaken that responsibility sensibly and I

         20  support the decisions that they have made.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: How do you

         22  vote?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          6                 Well, I want to thank the Speaker, I

          7  want to thank the Rules Committee, and the entire

          8  leadership of the Council and the entire Council, in

          9  fact, for supporting Brooklyn so strongly in the

         10  choice of the new chairs, Kendall Stewart, Domenic

         11  Recchia, David Yassky, Sarah Gonzalez, Diana Reyna,

         12  chairs of committees and subcommittees. I think each

         13  of my colleagues are really outstanding in the work

         14  they're doing on these committees. These are

         15  committees that really needed this kind of

         16  leadership, and the three that will be full

         17  committees are dealing with extremely important and

         18  broad-ranging issues affecting all of New York City,

         19  and I think it's very, very appropriate that they

         20  are now full Committees.

         21                 I also want to say thank you on

         22  behalf of my co-chair Al Vann who is out of town

         23  today. We really do appreciate it, and we think it's

         24  very important for our ability to serve our

         25  constituents in Brooklyn and throughout the City.
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          2                 I also want to welcome Anabelle Palma

          3  to the General Welfare Committee. I think she'll

          4  really bring a lot to our Committee and I appreciate

          5  that as well.

          6                 I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         14  today's General Order Calendar were adopted 50 in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         16  abstentions, with the exception of M 59, which was

         17  adopted 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         18  and three abstentions.

         19                 Introduction and Reading of the

         20  Bills.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         22  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         23  schedule.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussions

         25  of resolutions.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: There aren't any

          3  resolutions.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General

          5  Discussion.

          6                 Lopez first, Brewer second, Robert

          7  Jackson third.

          8                 Council Member Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Chair.

         11                 I just want to call the attention to

         12  this house that we still have not passed a

         13  resolution relating to the Patriot Act.

         14                 Yesterday, the president of this

         15  country spoke one more time to span the rights of

         16  the Patriot Act number two. The President of this

         17  country yesterday indicated that he intends to

         18  expand the powers that they have and to continue

         19  submitting our country to the rights of the Patriot

         20  Act that is violating the Constitution of our

         21  country, and this body has failed to pass the

         22  resolution that we put in place in the last Council

         23  approving the condemnation of that Patriot Act that

         24  was passed in the Congress and in the Senate.

         25                 It's time for this body to express
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          2  themself on this issue. It's time for this body not

          3  to be quiet anymore. The Patriot Act is an attempt

          4  against our constitutional rights and our most

          5  important rights. It's time for us to speak loud and

          6  clear against it.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Councilwoman

          9  Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much. Three quick issues. First, I thank you for

         12  your support on technology, and I can't tell you how

         13  much I look forward to working with members and

         14  colleagues on these important issues. I thank the

         15  Rules Committee, the Speaker and all of you for your

         16  support.

         17                 Number two, today we had a Roe versus

         18  Wade support press conference today, tomorrow is the

         19  31st anniversary in a very important decisions which

         20  is being eroded as we speak by our President and

         21  others who don't believe in pro choice and ways in

         22  which women can control their own bodies.

         23                 I want to thank every one for their

         24  support and be vigilant tomorrow and join us in

         25  April when we go to Washington to support this
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          2  particular battle, which is what it is.

          3                 And, finally, I want to be very clear

          4  that young people and young women in particular are

          5  part of this struggle. Like Elizabeth Williamson

          6  Destan, she is a young woman from North Carolina, a

          7  very important state, I believe, that is here for

          8  the month interning in our office and she is a

          9  terrific young person.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chair. I rise to bring to my colleague's

         15  attention, there was a demonstration outside in City

         16  Hall Park from 11:00 to approximately 12:30, where

         17  you have approximately 4,000 District Council 1707

         18  workers that have been without a contract for over

         19  three and a half years. And I'm not talking about

         20  the contract that currently that have expired with

         21  all municipal employees, I'm talking about a

         22  contract that expired over three and a half years

         23  ago.

         24                 And let me tell you who these workers

         25  take care of, they take care of our little children
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          2  that we bundle up and take to day care, and we

          3  entrust them from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. with these

          4  workers, and these workers are some of the least

          5  paid workers in the City of New York, earning from

          6  18 to 30,000 dollars a year and they have been

          7  without a contract.

          8                 And the Mayor's position is, well, we

          9  don't negotiate with them directly. Well, let me

         10  tell you what the direct link is. The direct link is

         11  that whatever increases they receive, it comes

         12  straight from the City of New York.

         13                 So, my colleagues, I ask the local

         14  president, how many of my colleagues attended that

         15  rally, and let me tell you, there were not a lot of

         16  us out there, and so I raise this to your attention

         17  now to please speak up on behalf of 4,000 workers

         18  that take care of our young children in day care

         19  centers.

         20                 Secondly, I rise to introduce you to

         21  a friend of mine for 25 years who worked for the

         22  State for 33 years and he's a veteran, Jack Lim.

         23  Jack, would you stand up? And his son John. They're

         24  visiting for the day. Give them a hand. Jack and

         25  John Lim, my friends. Thank you very much, my
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          2  colleagues.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          4  Member Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you. I

          6  stand to reiterate and support the statement of my

          7  colleague, Margarita Lopez.

          8                 My colleagues, the immigrant

          9  community is under attack.  Under this current

         10  Administration, they're trying to deceive us,

         11  they're trying to fool us and they are blowing black

         12  smoke.

         13                 President Bush does not have a

         14  legitimate intent to really legitimize undocumented

         15  individuals by offering a real mechanism or a real

         16  way of allowing these individuals to get their

         17  status in this country, to work and to stay here

         18  permanently.

         19                 We must be at guard, because not only

         20  is the Patriot Act against working families. It is

         21  also an attempt to have local government intruded by

         22  federal government.

         23                 I was saddened yesterday to know that

         24  one of the members of the Congressional Delegation

         25  from Manhattan supported such a measure to allow the
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          2  CIA to intervene in local enforcement issues. That

          3  is outrageous and we cannot tolerate that.

          4                 This is a free country and everybody

          5  should be offered the same opportunity. I don't know

          6  of one person who does not have a relative who

          7  migrated to this country, why are we closing the

          8  doors now? Because people are looking like me and

          9  you more and more and more? That needs to stop and

         10  we need to take a stand. And I stand here in support

         11  of the statement that my colleague Margarita Lopez

         12  made, and we must take a stand, and, again, I don't

         13  see a more appropriate time for this Council and

         14  this leadership to make the move it just did, by

         15  establishing a full standing Committee on

         16  immigration issue, and I expect that Committee to be

         17  active to take on these issues. Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         19  Member Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         21  to assure my colleagues that as the prime sponsor of

         22  Intro. 909-A, that that resolution was passed by the

         23  Committee and will be reassigned to the Governmental

         24  Operations Committee, and I'm confident that it will

         25  pass out of that Committee and that our next Stated
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          2  Meeting we will, as a body, go on record with regard

          3  to those aspects of the Patriot Act that are

          4  violating our civil rights and our civil liberties.

          5                 Let me just say one other thing

          6  related to Intro. 101-A, which is our Childhood Lead

          7  Poisoning Prevention Act. You know, it's interesting

          8  that some of us have taken the opportunity this week

          9  to celebrate the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King

         10  which was most articulated in terms of his love of

         11  children. And, yet, those in high places have

         12  embraced King's dream, yet vetoed the legislation

         13  that would have helped the children that Dr. King

         14  was so submitted to.

         15                 And, so, again, I'm hopeful and

         16  optimistic that come the next Stated Meeting on the

         17  4th, that this body will reiterate in a resounding

         18  way in support for the health care of all children.

         19  Five-thousand a year, as you know, are being

         20  poisoned by lead paint, 95 percent of whom are

         21  children of color. In the true spirit of Dr. King, I

         22  hope that we will override the veto. Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         24  Member Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Good to see
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          2  you up there, sir.

          3                 As a US Patriot, I denounce the US

          4  Patriot Act. It's neither very patriotic, nor does

          5  it bring safety to our country.

          6                 As a former day care worker, I

          7  understand that Local 1707 being without a contract

          8  for many years is, it just -- how can we even do

          9  this? We say that children are the future, we say

         10  that they're the most important things, yet by our

         11  actions we do not fund those who are the first line

         12  of the sense for the students.

         13                 We just have to start living,

         14  wherever Martin Luther King's birthday allows us to

         15  start living this dream and getting our word to

         16  follow our actions, rather than our words, and then

         17  maybe we'll have an action somewhere.

         18                 So, I think that they should have

         19  their contract as of yesterday, and I think that

         20  every single one of us should be part of that in

         21  ensuring that the first line of defense for our

         22  country, working with young people, is taken care

         23  of.

         24                 Thank you very much, sir.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Are there any
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          2  other comments?

          3                 Speaker Miller.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to close

          5  by thanking my colleagues again for their confidence

          6  in each other and for their leadership.

          7                 I want to just say that I, too,

          8  believe that this is an incredibly important time

          9  for us to stand up and defend civil rights, and so I

         10  look forward to passing Reso 909-A and whatever new

         11  number it is at the next Stated Council meeting.

         12                 And I also want to join, I'm glad

         13  that Council Member Jackson brought up the subject

         14  of the day care contract. It really is outrageous

         15  that these workers have gone more than three and a

         16  half years without a raise, that they missed on the

         17  entire raise that was given to every other City

         18  worker in the City last time. Why? There really is

         19  no reason that is given other than that the Mayor

         20  can. He doesn't have to. He doesn't have to give a

         21  raise.

         22                 The notion that the Administration is

         23  not negotiating the raise for day care workers is

         24  absurd. We pay for these contracts, we give these

         25  contracts directly to the non-profit, they include
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          2  the money for the raises. So, it's sort of the same

          3  thing as saying we have nothing to do with the

          4  franchised buses. It's not supported by reality, and

          5  it is wrong for us not to have given the same raise

          6  to hard-working people who are taking care of our

          7  children every single day, it's just wrong not to

          8  have given them the same raise that we give to every

          9  other City worker. There is really no excuse for it.

         10  And I hope that the Administration will include a

         11  contract finally so that we can be only two years

         12  delinquent on providing a contract for day care

         13  workers instead of three and a half, and with that I

         14  thank all of my colleagues and look forward to

         15  seeing you at the next meeting.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Meeting is

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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