














































































































































2100 Frederick Douglass Blvd 	
New York, NY 10026 

NYC Department of Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing 
ref: Hearing June 21st, 2018 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am writing as a restaurant owner and operator.  We have been in business at four 
locations in Manhattan continuously since 1994.  I am writing to provide written tes-
timony for the record for the above referenced hearing. 

INT 823 

We SUPPORT the approval of SURCHARGES and believe this measure is critical to 
the ongoing viability of small NYC restaurants.  The surcharge will serve as a means 
to offset years of increased labor costs and other increases in administrative, insur-
ance, and other expenses.  Additionally, if the State eliminates the Tip Credit, as 
proposed by the Governor, we will have no choice but to stop taking collecting tips 
and instead pass along a mandatory surcharge to our customers.  In the event we 
are unable to collect a surcharge, we will not be able to afford the increased mini-
mum wage for tipped employees and will be forced to close. 

INT 936 

We SUPPORT the elimination of single-use plastic beverage straws and stirrers, AS 
LONG AS “COLLOSSAL STRAWS” (or items not replaceable by paper substitutes) 
ARE EXEMPTED.  These straws are ½” large diameter straws used for frozen bev-
erages, bubble tea, and other very thick liquids for which no paper or reusable prod-
uct is available as an alternative.    

If this exemption is not made, we do not support the measure. 

Very truly yours, 

J Scott Siler 
Harlem Food Bar 
2100 Frederick Douglass Blvd  
New York, NY 10026 
	 	

SIX LOUNGE LLC 
HARLEM FOOD BAR



 
TESTIMONY OF THE MANHATTAN  
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY BOARD 

 
City Council Committee on Consumer Affairs 

Testimony in Support of Intro 936 
Thursday, June 21, 2018  

 

The Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board (MSWAB) unanimously supports Intro 936 to ban 

single use plastic straws in New York City. Single use plastic straws are a bane to the 

environment, dangerous to aquatic life, are too small to recycle and thus challenge the City’s 

Zero Waste-to-landfill goals. Straws may even be a risk to human health: all plastic straws that 

are made from polystyrene, a material to be banned in container form in NYC by 2019, contain 

styrene, which is a likely human carcinogen according to the National Institute of Health.  

Straws are among the most ubiquitous contributors to the plastic pollution problem, given that 

500 million of them are used in the U.S. every day. According to the B.A.N 2.0 analysis done by 

10 different pollution research groups of the most polluting plastics used in the U.S., plastic 

straws are the fifth worst offenders and should be banned.  

Once in the ocean, the strong cylindrical shape of plastic straws is dangerous to wildlife, causing 

suffocation and death. A YouTube video  filmed by Christine Figgener, a marine biologist at 

Texas A&M University, show a sea turtle’s nostril bleeding as a plastic straw is removed, and 

the Plastic Pollution Coalition cites a medical journal detailing the case of a plastic straw 

perforating the stomach of a penguin. Is this harm worth the convenience? Or can New Yorkers 

do better?  

MSWAB believes the answer is a resounding YES! NYC food and beverage establishments can 

embrace reusable metal, glass, or silicone straws, they can opt for a compostable paper straw, 

or even omit the straw altogether. Many local restaurants and bars have already made a switch 

to reusable straws, such as Grand Banks on Pier 25 and Demarchelier on the Upper East Side. 

NYC-based Union Square Hospitality Group is replacing plastic straws with biodegradable 

alternatives in several of their restaurants. Internationally, the large food service company Bon 

Appetit is phasing out straws, as is Alaska Airlines and the entire United Kingdom. For a City 

that cares so much about our impact on the environment, it is about time that we join the ranks 

of cities like Vancouver and Seattle and ban single use plastic straws.  



 

The MSWAB has one suggested edit to Intro 936: This bill currently states that “no 

establishment shall offer straws or beverage stirrers made of plastic or non-biodegradable 

material”. Because of confusion and “greenwashing” around biodegradable plastics in 

particular, which cannot be recycled or composted at most facilities, we ask that this language 

be changed to “establishments may not offer plastic or non-compostable or non-reusable 

material.” 

With this edit, MSWAB urges the City Council to swiftly pass Intro 936 to ban plastic straws in 

New York City, and see that this new law is effectively communicated and enforced with fines, 

including providing the funding necessary to do so.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

The Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board (SWAB) 
Chair: Sarah Currie-Halpern; Vice-Chair: Laura Rosenshine; Secretary: Katherine Hanner; 
Assistant Secretary: Christine Johnson; Treasurer: Diane Orr 

Rona Banai, Margot Becker, Matthew Civello, Maggie Clarke, Debby Lee Cohen, Peter Cohen, 
Naomi Cooper, Philip Corradini, Sarah Currie-Halpern, Meredith Danberg-Ficarelli, Katherine 
Hanner, Cullen Howe, Sophia Huda, Melissa Iachan, Christine Johnson, Nathaniel Johnson, 
Tamara Lim, Debra Menich, Kate Mikuliak, Monica Munn, Kathy Nizzari, Diane Orr, Jacquelyn 
Ottman, Kellen Parker, Tinia Pina, Martin Robertson, Jennie Romer, Laura Rosenshine, Rick 
Schulman, Brendan Sexton, Marc Shifflett, Sam Silver 

 

The Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board (MSWAB) is a volunteer citizens’ advisory board dedicated to helping 
NYC achieve its zero waste goals. We advise the Manhattan Borough President, City Council, City Administration 
and others on policies and programs regarding the development, promotion and operation of the City’s waste 
prevention, reuse and recycling programs. We are a Board comprised of solid waste management industry, waste 
reduction and diversion consultants, sustainability professionals, and concerned citizens, appointed by the 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office. 



Int 0936-2018  
Elizabeth Meltz 

Eataly USA 

Elizabeth.meltz@eataly.com 

 

Thank you, council members and special guests, for having us here today. My name is Elizabeth Meltz 

and I am the Director of Sustainability at Eataly USA. I am here to discuss the issue of removing single 

use plastic straws from our restaurants here in New York City. As you may know, Eataly operates two 

locations in Manhattan, but what you may not know yet – we just announced it this morning - is that 

both of these locations, as of July 2018, will have finished the process of removing plastic straws from 

their operations. In fact, Eataly locations across the U.S. are undergoing this same process and will be 

completed by the same deadline. We made the choice to invest in this change about three months ago, 

and since then I have lead my team through the research, organizational challenges, and execution this 

type of change demands. From this experience, I can tell you first hand that it is a realistic and attainable 

process for restaurants large and small across the city.  

A straw is a luxury. But it is a luxury that our environment cannot afford. Indulging in this luxury has led 

to a state of emergency for our oceans. Human behavior has caused this crisis but luckily it is one that 

human behavior can also rectify.  

The process to get rid of plastic straws is not a cumbersome one. Though high-quality paper straws are 

generally more expensive, a "straws upon request" policy can make up for any increase in cost. I’ve 

heard concerns that employees and guests would not respond well to this change. But, again I can tell 

you first hand, that this is just not the case. Employees and guests alike respond well to this initiative 

and through good communication and education, they make the transition easily and understand the 

powerful message attached to it.  

All of this is in line with Eataly’s mission. Since our founding, we have always worked alongside our 

producers, defending local food traditions, preserving food biodiversity, and promoting quality artisanal 

products. Like our producer partners, we know that high-quality ingredients cannot exist without a 

healthy, clean environment. According to the World Economic Forum there will be more plastic in the 

ocean than fish by 2050. Businesses like Eataly not only have a responsibility to stop this from 

happening, we have a vested interest in ensuring that future generations have access to the same, 

healthy ocean full of wild fish that we do.  

Replacing plastic straws with sustainable alternatives (i.e. not plant based plastics or biodegradable 

plastics) was a clear way we can work towards that healthier environment and we are proud to be part 

the swell of businesses and consumers that understand preserving our environment is key to our city’s 

future successes. Thank you for your time today. 

 

 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3509897&GUID=6CF1706B-A393-407E-B0A6-78D253222450&Options=&Search=
mailto:Elizabeth.meltz@eataly.com


 

Testimony to the New York City Council  
Committees on General Welfare & Contracts 

Submitted by Laura Mascuch, Executive Director of the Supportive Housing Network of New York  
June 21, 2018 

 
The Supportive Housing Network of New York is a membership organization representing approximately 
200 nonprofit developers and operators of supportive housing statewide, as well as other professionals 
who contribute to the advancement of this important model. Supportive housing is permanent 
affordable housing with embedded social services for vulnerable individuals and families, people who 
are homeless and living with disabilities and/or other barriers to maintaining stable housing. We 
appreciate the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the impact of human services contracting on 
the development of supportive housing in New York City. 
 
The City puts unprecedented resources into homeless services and permanent housing for people 
experiencing homelessness, including supportive housing, it is critical to acknowledge that not-for-profit 
organizations are at the heart of the response. Because housing is the natural answer to the problem of 
homelessness, the model of supportive housing was created in the nineteen eighties by homeless 
service providers who understood firsthand the needs of their clients. As the years went on, many of 
these not-for-profit organizations became expert developers of supportive housing. In fact, there is a 
significant overlap in membership between the Network and Homeless Services United. 
 
The Supportive Housing Network of New York is grateful to the City for the NYC 15/15 initiative to create 
15,000 units of supportive housing in fifteen years, as well as for the approval of $100 million in capital 
to accelerate the construction of new units from a pace of 500 per year to 700. As the City recognizes 
the necessity of speeding up the production of supportive housing, we believe it is important to 
emphasize the connection between homeless services contracts and the development of new 
supportive housing units.  
 
The Network often hears from our members that provide homeless services that their DHS contract 
payments are extremely delayed, sometimes causing millions of dollars of outstanding receivables on 
their books and fiscally unhealthy reliance on lines of credit. In addition, outstanding receivables can 
lead to audit findings. Not-for-profits can spend tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars on interest on 
lines of credit, which is not reimbursable. The negative financial impact left by late DHS payments can 
make not-for-profit organizations appear to be a risky investment partner or borrower, hindering their 
ability to access the financing required to develop permanent supportive housing. In their fiduciary 
capacity, not-for-profit boards of directors are also increasingly and understandably reluctant to 
approve new real estate development while their organizations are supporting structural deficits and 
bridging late payments from existing human service contracts.  
 
Not-for-profit organizations are on the front lines of the homelessness crisis, providing a continuum of 
services from street outreach, drop-in centers, safe havens, and shelters, to permanent supportive 



housing. The City will not turn the tide of the crisis without the dedicated work of these organizations. 
Fair contract rates, timely contract registration and payment are crucial to the fiscal health of these 
organizations, as well as to the pipeline of permanent supportive housing that the City so desperately 
needs.  
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June 21, 2018 
 
Honorable Corey D. Johnson, Speaker 
Committee on Health 
New York City Council        
New York City Hall 
New York, New York 10007 
 
via electronic mail: LSkrzypiec@council.nyc.gov 
 

RE: Pro. Int. No. 965: In relation to applications for  
retail dealer licenses for sale of cigarettes or tobacco products 

Dear Speaker Johnson: 

I am writing on behalf of Public Health and Tobacco Policy 
Center, a national public health law and policy organization 
based at Northeastern University School of Law. We 
provide legal technical assistance for population-based 
health policies to New York local governments, including 
guidance on retail policies that deter and reduce tobacco 
use. It is in this capacity that we submit comments regarding 
Pro. Int. No. 965: In relation to applications for retail dealer 
licenses of sale of cigarettes or tobacco products. 

Our comments, in sum, oppose Pro. Int. No. 965. Enacting 
this proposal would be detrimental to public health by 
broadening eligibility for retail sales of tobacco products, 
including cigarettes. This expansion of the number of 
licensed City tobacco outlets is unjustified, undermines the 
intent of Local Law 146, and represents a setback for the 
City’s remarkable progress on reducing tobacco use. 
However, should the City proceed with reopening the 
application period for a Tobacco Retail Dealer license, we 
urge City Council, in consultation with the Department of 
Consumer Affairs (DCA), to revise the proposal, in order to 
narrow both the application period and retailer eligibility. 

Local Law 146 reduces the proliferation of City tobacco 
outlets, a critical tobacco control, and its impact must 
not be diminished. 

As City Council found in 2017, there are approximately 
8,200 retailers licensed to sell tobacco products in New 

Timeline of NYC Amin Code § 20-
202−Tobacco Retail Licenses  
 
• 2000: NYC DCA becomes responsible for 

licensing NYC cigarette retailers. 
• 2017: Local Law 146 amends § 20-202. 

The law i) expands cigarette license 
requirement to vendors of any type of 
tobacco product, and ii) sets Community 
District Retail Caps on the number of 
licenses. 
A: Retailers holding City Cigarette Retail 
Dealer License are grandfathered and 
advised to submit renewal applications by 
2/24/2018. 
B: Retailers without Cigarette Retail 
Dealer Licenses are advised to newly 
apply by 1/12/2018, in order to receive 
license by 2/24/2018. 
 2/24/2018: DCA applies caps to the 

number of District licensees at half the 
current number. 

• Today: License required to sell any type of 
tobacco product; caps on number of new 
licenses are in effect; all Districts exceed 
caps; application period for new licenses 
is closed; future applications subject to 
caps. 

• 2018: Pro. Int. No. 965 proposes to not 
apply caps to “B” (retailers not currently 
selling cigarettes) for 180 days, so long as 
vendor was a State-registered tobacco 
retailer on 2/24/2018, thus allowing DCA 
to issue new licenses despite exceeding 
caps in all Community Districts. 

http://tobaccopolicycenter.org/
http://tobaccopolicycenter.org/
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York City.1 This amounts to about one tobacco outlet per 196 children in the City, with an even 
higher density in certain areas of the City. Higher density of tobacco retailers is associated with 
increased likelihood of youth initiation and interference with successful quit attempts.  

Local Law 146 was enacted to address the impact of this heavy presence of Tobacco Retailer 
Dealers in the City. It accomplishes this through, in part, establishing licensing requirements for 
all retailers that sell any type of tobacco product (expanding beyond cigarette retail licensing), 
and then restricting the availability of all licenses by setting Community District Retail Caps 
(“caps”) on the number of issued licenses. Local Law 146 capped the number of licenses in 
each District at half the number of licenses active on the law’s effective date (February 24, 
2018). 

Pro. Int. No. 965 would interfere with the objective of Local Law 146 by allowing unlicensed 
tobacco retailers to circumvent these caps and apply for a Tobacco Retailer Dealer license after 
the deadline. Reopening eligibility to additional retailers erodes the public health purpose of 
Local Law 146 and undermines the City Council’s very intent in enacting the law. The public 
health rationale for reducing tobacco use has not diminished since the enactment of Local Law 
146, nor should the impact of the law so be diminished.  

Tobacco outlets received sufficient notice of Local Law 146 and its implementation 
timeline. 
The caps for Tobacco Retail Dealers took effect on February 24, 2018.2 Three public hearings 
were held on Local Law 146: NYC City Council held hearings on April 27, 2017 and August 8, 
2017, and the Mayor held a hearing on August 25, 2017. OTP retailers and their trade 
organizations were well represented, and testified at all three. DCA distributed educational 
materials to retailers in at least ten languages. Further, both DCA and the Department of Mental 
Health and Hygiene communicated key information and dates regarding the new rules and 
licensing requirements, including through August 28, 2017 and January 25, 20183 press 
releases, which were widely reported in the news media.4  

Vendors with Cigarette Retail Dealer Licenses were advised by the Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DCA) to submit renewal applications by February 28, 2018.5 DCA advised vendors 
without Cigarette Retail Dealer Licenses to submit applications by January 12, 2018, so that 
their new licenses could be issued prior to the effective date of the caps.6 In fact, DCA received 
569 new applications between October and December of 2017, as compared to 335 during the 
same period in 2016, evidencing widespread retailer awareness of the new law and its 
application requirements and deadlines.7 In sum, this demonstrates that the regulatory agencies 
took reasonable measures to notify all impacted businesses. 

Reopening the eligibility window would be detrimental to public health. 

Limiting the prevalence of tobacco outlets is a critical strategy for preventing and reducing 
tobacco use. Pro Int. No. 965 subverts the City’s efforts to limit the density of tobacco outlets. 
The public health effect of reopening the application period for a new Tobacco Retailer Dealer 
license is antithetical to City Council’s objective in enacting Local Law 146 and it is adverse to 
the City’s interests. 
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Notably, the potential increase in tobacco outlets (as compared to the 2017 status quo) is not 
limited to those intending to sell only OTP. Rather, were Pro Int. No. 965 to pass City Council, a 
new licensee would be eligible to newly begin to sell cigarettes, since neither Community District 
Retail Caps nor Tobacco Retail Dealer licenses distinguish between product categories. The 
result, beyond deferring the future reduction in the number of tobacco outlets, is that Pro. Int. 
No. 965 could lead to an increase in the number of cigarette retailers from the 2017 status 
quo. Counter to the City Council’s intent in passing Local Law 146, Pro. Int. No. 965 could 
therefore lead to increased accessibility of cigarettes, which represent the most pervasive and 
harmful category of tobacco products, accounting for one in five deaths nationally.8 

If City Council proceeds with reopening the eligibility window for Tobacco Retail Dealer 
licensing, the Council must not allow any alteration of the baseline number of licenses 
on which the caps were based. 

Caps were calculated based on the number of active Tobacco Retail Dealer licenses as of 
February 24, 2018. Importantly, Pro. Int. No. 965 does not appear to alter this baseline number 
of allowable licenses and instead capture newly eligible applicants. That is to say, new licenses 
issued in the proposed reopened window would not change the total number of allowable 
licenses in each Community District. This is important, because inflating the baseline number of 
active licenses on which the caps are based would prolong fulfillment of a defining feature of the 
law: reduction in the number of outlets selling tobacco products. 

If City Council proceeds with reopening the eligibility window for Tobacco Retail Dealer 
licensing, Council should consult with DCA on strategies for narrowing applicant 
eligibility in order to promote public health. 

We encourage City Council, in consultation with DCA, to identify a reasonable time period 
wherein a newly eligible retailer may complete the application for a Tobacco Retail Dealer 
license. The reopened application period should account for past and continuing educational 
outreach, press coverage, and public hearings regarding changes to Tobacco Retail Dealer 
licensing. Accordingly, the duration of time proposed by City Council should presume a 
familiarity with application process by the time the law is in place, and need not last 180 days. 

Likewise, in consultation with DCA, City Council should identify and narrow the scope of 
businesses eligible to apply for a Tobacco Retail Dealer license during this new window of 
eligibility. Retail dealers who were previously selling cigarettes under a local license, and 
therefore recently communicating with the regulatory agencies, should no longer be eligible for a 
Tobacco Retail Dealer license at this stage if they have not already applied for one. 

Further, only retailers who are currently compliant with Local Law 146 should be eligible to apply 
for a Tobacco Retail Dealer license during this window. In other words, vendors currently in 
violation of NYC Admin Code § 20-202, as amended by Local Law 146, by selling tobacco 
products without a Tobacco Retail Dealer license, should not be eligible for the issuance of a 
license during a window reopened by Pro. Int. No. 965. 

Conclusion 

In sum, through Local Law 146 the City took a critical step toward reducing tobacco use. Pro. 
Int. No. 965 would undermine the Council’s intention to reduce the density and proliferation of 
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tobacco outlets in the City, to the detriment of the public’s health. As the Committee on 
Consumer Affairs is concerned with consumer rights, this committee should reject this proposal. 
Any potential reopening of the application window—though undesirable from a public health 
perspective—should be as limited as possible, in both duration and in the scope of eligible 
retailers. 

Thank you for the invitation to share information pertaining to this proposal. Should you have 
any questions or concerns about the information contained in this testimony, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ilana M. Knopf, J.D.  

Director 

Cc: Honorable Brad S. Lander 
Honorable Karen Koslowitz 
Honorable Margaret S. Chin 
Honorable Peter A. Koo 
Honorable Rafael L. Espinal, Jr.
 

1NEW YORK CITY, N.Y., LOCAL LAW 146 OF 2017 (August 28, 2017); AM. CANCER SOC’Y CANCER ACTION 
NETWORK, OVERSATURATED: HOW AN OVERSATURATION OF LICENSED TOBACCO RETAIL OUTLETS IN NEW 
YORK CITY IS IMPACTING PUBLIC HEALTH (2017), www.acscan.org/sites/default/files/Oversaturated% 
20Report%20for%20publication_0.pdf. 
2 NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, “Overview: NYC's New Tobacco Laws Apply to 
YOU if You...” (2017) available at www1.nyc.gov/assets/dca/downloads/pdf/businesses/TobaccoLaws-
2017.pdf (last visited Jun 13, 2018). 
3 NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, “Department of Consumer Affairs Begins Accepting 
Electronic Cigarette Retail Dealer License Applications” [Press Release] (2018) available atwww1.nyc.go 
v/site/dca/media/pr012518.page (last visited Jun 13, 2018); NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS, “Mayor de Blasio Signs Sweeping Legislation to Curb Smoking, Tobacco Usage” [Press 
Release] (2017), available at www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/565-17/mayor-de-blasio-signs-
sweeping-legislation-curb-smoking-tobacco-usage (last visited Jun 13, 2018). 
4 See e.g. Melanie Grayce West, “New York Retailers Gear Up for Tough New Tobacco Rules”, Wall 
Street Journal, February 19, 2018, www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-retailers-gear-up-for-tough-new-
tobacco-rules-1519047478 (last visited Jun 13, 2018) (explaining community district retail caps and 
providing information regarding deadlines for retailers and issuance of licenses). 
5 Id. 
6 Id. 
7 Melanie Grayce West, “New York Retailers Gear Up for Tough New Tobacco Rules”, Wall Street 
Journal, February 19, 2018, www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-retailers-gear-up-for-tough-new-tobacco-
rules-1519047478 (last visited Jun 13, 2018) 
8 CTRS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, Health Effects of Cigarette Smoking, Smoking & Tobacco 
Use (2018), www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/health_effects/effects_cig_smoking/ (last 
visited Jun 21, 2018). 
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20 June 2018  

 

Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the proposed legislation on “Prohibiting 

single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirrers”. The British Government is currently in the 

consultation phase of a similar piece of proposed legislation, as part of a broader set of Government 

initiatives to reduce single-use plastics waste. We commend your efforts to tackle this serious issue, and 

welcome the chance to offer our experience as part of the international context for your consideration. 

 

Plastic is an incredibly versatile material that is tough and long lasting. However, these qualities 

make the product a disaster for the environment. Researchers estimate that 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic have 

been produced since the 1950s. Without urgent action to cut demand, plastic production will reach 34 billion 

tonnes by 2050, the majority of which will end up in landfill or polluting the world’s continents and oceans. 

Concern over the impact of single-use plastics has generated significant public and media interest in the UK. 

This has led to the introduction of a 5 pence (7 US cents) charge for single use plastic bags in large retailers. 

Businesses such as McDonalds have also taken up voluntary initiatives, with the company pledging to begin 

switching from plastic to paper straws in its UK restaurants by September 2018. This would help reduce the 

estimated 8.5 billion plastic straws that are currently thrown away in the UK each year. 

 

On 18 April 2018, my Prime Minister announced a public consultation regarding a potential ban on 

the sale and distribution of plastic straws, plastic-stemmed cotton buds and plastic stirrers.  We are planning 

to publish the consultation document in the next three months. Based on our experience so far, we 

recommend that careful consideration be given for allowing (i) disability and medical use of plastic straws 

and (ii) scientific use of plastic stirrers for mixing chemicals in laboratories. This plastic straw consultation is 

part of the UK government’s broader aim of eradicating all avoidable plastic waste. Initiatives including a 

deposit return scheme for single-use drink containers (under consultation), a voluntary drive to extend our 

plastic bag charge from large retailers to small retailers and a commitment to removing all consumer single-

use plastics from central government offices will help the UK move towards this goal. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Antony Phillipson  

HM Consul General  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello,  
 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New 
York City eating and drinking establishments. 
 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will 
be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 
demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways 
and also in our shared global ocean. 
 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 
Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the 
waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
 
Very best, 
 

Victoria Cerrone 

  



City Council Consumer Affairs Committee Hearing on Thursday, June 21, at 1:00 pm 

Subject: Bill to Ban Plastic Straws Intro 936 
 
500 Million Plastic  straws are used and discarded every day in the United States-Many ending up in 
our waterways and oceans. 
 
Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting plastic, because of the 
size and shape of straws, they are often mistaken by animals for food. Biodegradable or reusable 
alternative to plastic straws such as paper, bamboo, metal or glass are already available and passing 
Intro 936 will help ensure that they become even more widely available. 
 
By passing the Intro 936 this world will be a better place as well for our children, birds and marine 
animals. 
 
Thank you for your time and hopefully your support for this important matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frances Raia 
 
 
Claims Examiner II 
Creditors & Ancillary Operations  
 
New York Liquidation Bureau  
110 William Street, New York, NY 10038  
 
(212) 341-6134 fraia@nylb.org 
 
www.nylb.org 

  

mailto:(212)%20341-6
mailto:fraia@nylb.org
http://www.nylb.org/


Good afternoon City Council Members: 
 

Please! Please! Please!!  The time has come to put an end to this unnecessary item which pollutes 
our land and our waters.  It, along with plastic bags, bottles and containers, contribute to the deaths of 
so many land and marine animals.  The focus today, though, is straws.  It is doable so do it: put an 
end to straws in eating and drinking establishments!!!!  It will make a difference and inspire other 
communities, cities, countries! 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this very important issue. 
 

In green solidarity, 
 

Stephanie Stone 

Washington Heights, NY 

  



BAN PLASTIC STRAWS IMMEDIATELY! 
 
To whom it concerns- 
 
Plastic straws need to be banned immediately!!!! 
They serve no good purpose and are a huge detriment to animals everywhere that ingest it!!!! 
Time to be progressive and move forward and ban all this plasric/garbage that is hurting our animals and our 
environment!!!! 
 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 

 

Alysha Edelman  

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 
 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York 
City eating and drinking establishments. 
 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be 
more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of 
New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared 
global ocean. 
 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists 
on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. 
Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around 
Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
 
Very best, 
 
Pippa McCully  

  



From: Jean Public <jeanpublic1@yahoo.com> 
 
Subject: Fw: re 6/21 hearing for bil to ban plastic straws - please take that 
step - we all should be using paper or something that disintegrates p- we 
cannot have this plastic crap all aroiund 
  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello,  

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City 

eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more 

plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York 

City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a 

two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his 

team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East 

River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

Lea D'Auriol 

  



Hearing for Bill to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC, to be held today, 06/21/2018 

 

  

I want to register my support for the Bill to Ban Plastic Straws that will be held today.  

 

  

 

 

Yahoo Mail Stationery 

 

 

Eleanor Forman  

 

 

  

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/features/stationery
https://www.paperlesspost.com/ystationery?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=yahoo_birdlogo&utm_campaign=birdlogo&pp_channel=yahoo&pp_theme=oaxaccan&lang=undefined


06/21/18 - Hearing to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am sending this email to voice support for the bill, Intro 936, sponsored by Council Member Rafael Espinal, to ban all 
environmentally harmful plastic straws from NYC eating and drinking establishments. 
 
500 million single use plastic straws are used and discarded every day in the United States—many ending up in our 
waterways and oceans. 
Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting plastic. Because of the size and shape of 
straws, they are often mistaken by animals for food. Biodegradable or reusable alternatives to plastic straws such as 
paper, bamboo, metal or glass are already available and I firmly believe that passing Intro 936 will help ensure that they 
become even more widely available. 
 
I encourage the City Council to do the right thing and pass bill, Intro 936. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edith Jeffrey 

  



Hearing for Bill to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC 

 
Dear New York City Council 
 

It is truly important Legislation file no:0936-2018  

Prohibiting single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirrers be implimented 

right away. 

Not a day goes by we do not see or hear of animals being suffocated by 

ingesting plastic items. This includes both marine and land animals. 

Some will succumb to it. Others if they survive will be crippled. While 

some of these animals end up in our food, in microplastic form within the  

tissue of the animal.  
For all of us these plastics cause havoc on our health and the health of the planet. 
 

Let New York City be a progressive City for stepping up to ban single use 

plastic. 
 

Sincerely 

Antonio Diaz 

  



Hearing for Bill to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC 

 
06/21/2018  
 
 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting plastic. Because of the size and shape of straws, 

they are often mistaken by animals for food. Biodegradable or reusable alternatives to plastic straws such as paper, bamboo, 

metal or glass are already available and passing Intro 936 will help ensure that they become even more widely available.   

 
Please vote to see this happen. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Marina Barry 
250 Cabrini Blvd 
NYC 10033 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York 
City eating and drinking establishments. 
 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be 
more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of 
New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared 
global ocean. 
 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists 
on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. 
Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around 
Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
 
Very best, 
 
Rijka Negrete  
 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

Susan Rockefeller 

Board member Oceana 

Advisor Oceanic Global 

  



SUBJECT: Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 
New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 
will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 
demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 
waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 
surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 
in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 
Tyron Camilo 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 

New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 

will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 

waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 

scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 

surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 

in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Dominic Konstam 

  



Hearing for Bill to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC - 06/21/2018 

 
City Council Members: 
 
I am voicing support for a historic bill, Intro 936, sponsored by Council 
Member Rafael Espinal, to ban all environmentally harmful plastic straws from 
NYC eating and drinking establishments. 
 
Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting plastic. 

Because of the size and shape of straws, they are often mistaken by animals for 
food. Biodegradable or reusable alternatives to plastic straws such as paper, bamboo, 

metal or glass are already available and passing Intro 936 will help ensure that they 
become even more widely available.  
 

Thank you for your attention to my profoundly grave concerns. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Georgeanne Matranga 

140 Village Green Drive 
Port Jefferson Station, New York  11776 

DTPORGE@aol.com 

  



City Council Consumer Affairs Committee hearing June 21 at 1PM - Intro 936 

 

500 million plastic straws are used and discarded every day in the United 
States. Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting 

plastic. Because of the size and shape of straws, they are often mistaken by animals for 
food. Biodegradable or reusable alternatives to plastic straws such as paper, bamboo, 

metal or glass are already available and passing Intro 936 will help ensure that they 
become even more widely available.   

 
Please support efforts to ban plastic straws from NYC restaurants. Thank you! 

 

avatar11@rediffmail.com 

 

  



Hearing regarding banning plastic straws, 6/21/2018 

 
I am strongly in favor of getting rid of all plastic straws immediately! (Likewise plastic bags and cups, but I suppose you 
can't do it all at once.) NYC should be a model to the rest of the country, instead of always being way behind San 
Francisco in taking this sort of intelligent, ecologically sound step. 
 
—Mary Jane Kaplan, 60 Riverside Drive, NYC 10024 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New 
York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be 
more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of 
New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our 
shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 
Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways 
around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 
Joey Garofalo 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 
New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project 
there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in 
a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 
waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 
surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws 
floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

David Saddington 

 
 
David Saddington BSc MA FRGS 
Climate Change Communicator  
 
www.davidsaddington.co.uk 
@EnvironmentDave 
+44 7792990489 

  

http://www.davidsaddington.co.uk/


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 
 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City eating and 

drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic in our 

ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing 

plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-hour trip 

on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could 

be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 
Lauren Roll 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 

New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 

will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 

waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 

scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 

surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 

in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best,  

Daniela Gallego  

  



06/21/2018: Hearing for Bill to Ban Plastic Straws in NYC) 

Greetings, 

I am writing to support the Ban of plastic straws in NYC.  500 million plastic straws are used and discarded every day in the United 
States—many ending up in our waterways and oceans. Straws are not necessary and is only killing animals and ruining the 
environment.  Please ban the use of straws, it is not necessary and has such devastating effects.   

Each year 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting plastic. Because of the size and 

shape of straws, they are often mistaken by animals for food. Biodegradable or reusable alternatives to plastic 

straws such as paper, bamboo, metal or glass are already available and passing Intro 936 will help ensure that 

they become even more widely available.   

 

Thank you for your time, 

Marielle Monroy 

  



Plastic Pollution Coalition Supports Espinal 936 

 

Dear Council Members, 

 

As the CEO of Plastic Pollution Coalition, representing more than 700 organizations across the globe, I ask you 

to support Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City eating and 

drinking establishments. 

 

Over 500,000,000 plastic straws are used each day in the United States. Plastic Pollution Coalition and our 

project The Last Plastic Straw have built a worldwide movement since 2009 to stop pollution from plastic 

straws.  

 

We encourage eateries to no longer automatically give plastic straws; we educate individuals to refuse plastic 

straws and spread the “straw free” message; and we work to change local regulation to stop this unnecessary 

plastic pollution. 

 

In the long run, this collective engagement around the gateway issue of plastic straws will meaningfully shift 

the way individuals and businesses think about plastic pollution - and about our society’s disposable culture on 

a larger scale. 

 

For these reasons we urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in 

addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Thank you for logging our support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Very best, 

 

Dianna Cohen 

Co-Founder and CEO of Plastic Pollution Coalition 

 

 
 

Dianna Cohen I CEO and Co-Founder, Plastic Pollution Coalition 
m: 1 310.309.9791 | Sk: diannacat 
www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org 
@PlasticPollutes | fb.me/PlasticPollution | instagr.am/PlasticPollutes 

  

http://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/no-straw-please/
http://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/
https://twitter.com/#!/PlasticPollutes
https://www.facebook.com/PlasticPollution/
http://instagr.am/PlasticPollutes


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 
 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to 

ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City eating and drinking 

establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our 

ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic in our ocean than 

fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution 

both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher 

on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River 

to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 

Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 

plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East 

River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Alexandra Gold 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

CODY R. WHITE 

thank you so much! 

 

 

 

            

Cody Rasmussen White 
 

720.318.4052 
www.codywhitecreative.com 

  

http://www.codywhitecreative.com/


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City 

eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic 

in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership 

in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-

hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team 

estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and 

Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

ALEXANDER DAKOV 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Very best, 

---- 

Matt Reid 

 
Consultant  

DEAN & DELUCA 
 
NYC Office 

88 35th Street, Building 4 
Suite 41C, Mailbox 20 
Brooklyn, NY 11232 
 
Accounts 

2402 E 37th St N 

Wichita, KS 67219 

 
HO: +1 3168213290 

US Cell: +1 9293758376 

TH Cell: +66 982614001 

HK Cell: +852 63331730 

 

www.deandeluca.com 

  

http://www.deandeluca.com/


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City eating and 

drinking establishments. 

 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic in our 

ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing 

plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-hour trip 

on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could 

be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Very best, 

Lindsay Rodbell  

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Cassia  

--  

Cassia E Patel, LEED GA, WELL AP, RESET AP  

Columbia University  

Earth & Environmental Engineering 

(201) 710-0060 

cep2150@columbia.edu  

  

mailto:cep2150@columbia.edu


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City eating and 

drinking establishments. 

 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic in our 

ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing 

plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-hour trip 

on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could 

be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Very best, 

Damian Gaudino  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City 

eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more 

plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York 

City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a 

two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his 

team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East 

River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Meredith Hermann 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New 
York City eating and drinking establishments. 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will 
be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 
demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways 
and also in our shared global ocean. 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 
Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the 
waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
Very best, 
Nicholas De Veaux 

  



Hearing for Bill to ban plastic straws in NYC 

 

06/21/2018  
 
Dear Council Members, 
I support the ban on plastic straws in NYC, Please let’s become a straw free NYC!  
 
Thank you  
 
Anna Tagliabue 
Founder & Creative Director 
(917) 972-8350 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Chris Leidy Photography 

 

561.713.4711 

www.ChrisLeidyPhotography.com 

Instagram - @chrisleidyphotography  

  

http://www.chrisleidyphotography.com/


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New 
York City eating and drinking establishments. 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will 
be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 
demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways 
and also in our shared global ocean. 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 
Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the 
waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
Very best, 
Aleksander Kaeis 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 

New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 

will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 

waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 

scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 

surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 

in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

Very best, 

Steve Dean  

--  

 

Steve Dean 
Online Dating Consultant  
Dateworking  
steve@dateworking.com 
http://dateworking.com 

484.686.5329 

 

Connect with me: 

      

 

 Subscribe for free: Dateworking  

 

  

mailto:steve@dateworking.com
http://dateworking.com/
http://www.dateworking.com/#1
http://www.facebook.com/stevenmdean
https://twitter.com/stevenmdean
http://www.linkedin.com/in/stevenmdean
http://about.me/stevenmdean
https://angel.co/stevenmdean
http://instagram.com/stevenmdean
https://medium.com/@stevenmdean
https://bb.bixel.io/v1/track/click/a4e12b5c-adbb-9b5c-ac25-d74a0d1d1155/gm%3A%23msg-a%3Ar8046440172846749136/steve%40courtlandbrooks.com/?http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opw1.com=


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 

New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 

will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 

waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 

scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 

surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 

in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

James K. Sternlicht 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York City 

eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be more plastic 

in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership 

in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-

hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team 

estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and 

Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

Katie Kramarczuk 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello, 
I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New 
York City eating and drinking establishments. This is great! 
Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will 
be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 
demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways 
and also in our shared global ocean. 
Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 
scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding 
Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the 
waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 
Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 
Thank you 
 

 

Joe Tandle 

1.646.209.2333 

  



6/21/18 City Council Meeting, re Hearing to ban plastic straws 

 
6/21/18 City Council Meeting, re Hearing to ban plastic straws 

Please do not make life more difficult for smaller restaurants by banning plastic straws.  I personally try to 

avoid using plastic whenever possible, but enough with the nanny state and telling free people what they can 

and cannot use.  Instead, enact a tax on all plastic goods, not just straws which are a fraction of the amount of 

plastic used by New Yorkers.  Thank you. 

 

  



STRAWS 

 

 

Hello, 

I have worked very hard in NC to reduce the use of single use straws and am very happy to see that NYC is 

trying to go straw free.  I support Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers In 

NYC in restaurants and bars. There are so many plastic straws littered into our rivers and oceans each year and 

it has become an epidemic.  PLEASE support STRAW FREE NYC.  Thank you.  

Kim Beller 

 

--  

 
Kim Beller 
 
Artist,  
Kinetic Body Therapy, Executive Assistant 
Environmental Activist, Plastic Ocean Project Ambassador 
 RYT200 - Yoga instructor 
 
910-231-5576  

  
http://www.kimbellerart.com 
http://www.kineticbodytherapy.com 
http://www.bigstronggirldesigns.com 
http://www.plasticoceanproject.org/#/ 

  

http://www.kimbellerart.com/
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Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic 

straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Megan 

______________________ 
Megan Hill 
megan_hill@me.com 
917.865.5950 

  



Support No. 936-2018 

 

Dear Hearing Council, 

I am writing to you to request your support for No. 936 by Councilman Espinal which is A Local Law to amend 

the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to prohibiting single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage 

stirrers . A reported 500,000 straws are used each day in the US. Plastic is crippling our oceans and are one of 

the top 10 items found on beaches reported in the International Coastal Cleanup Annual Report. We lose 

roughly 1 million sea birds and 300,000 marine mammals to plastic pollution. Sea turtles have survived the ice 

age yet, all of the species are endangered mostly due to the requisites of man.  In a recent study, of the 93 

loggerhead hatching that washed up on Florida beaches, 100% of them had plastics in their stomachs. Plastic 

Ocean Project has found plastic straws with bite marks so there is no question plastic straws are being ingested 

and a recently, a researcher removed a straw that found its way up the nostril of a sea turtle. These are small 

efforts that can make huge strides in reducing plastics ending up in our oceans.  

Please support No. 936. 

Thank you for your time, 

Bonnie Monteleone, C0-founder 

www.plasticoceanproject.org 

  

http://www.plasticoceanproject.org/


 

Testimony prepared by Kim Moscaritolo, Democratic District Leader, 76th Assembly District, Part B 

 

For the New York City Council Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing 

 

Date: June 21, 2018 

 

Re:  Support for Intro. 0936-2018 

 

 

My name is Kim Moscaritolo.  I am a Democratic District Leader from the Upper East Side of Manhattan, and I 

strongly support Int. 0936-2018, which would prohibit single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirrers. 

 

According to the New York Times, 6 cities have already banned or limited the use of plastic straws in 

restaurants: Malibu, Seattle, Miami Beach, Fort Myers, and Davis and San Luis Obispo, CA.  Similar measures 

are being considered in other cities around the country, and many restaurants have chosen to voluntarily give up 

plastic straws.  We've also seen efforts in other countries, such as Scotland, which plans to be rid of plastic 

straws by 2019.  Taiwan will ban all single use plastic items by 2030. 

 

The facts are clear: according to the World Economic Forum, every minute the equivalent of one garbage truck 

of plastic is dumped into our oceans, and that amount is set to increase ten-fold by 2020.  By 2050, this could 

mean there will be more plastic than fish in the world’s oceans. 

 

Banning single-use plastic straws will not solve the problem of plastic pollution, but it will be a very good step 

in the right direction.  It is one small step this city can take to reduce our waste, and protect our oceans and its 

wildlife.  I'm also pleased that this bill includes an exception for people who rely on straws due to a disability. 

 

I would leave you with one suggestion: earlier this year Seattle embarked on an extremely successful campaign 

called "Strawless in Seattle."  This campaign urged Seattle residents to support the straw ban by presenting it as 

a point of pride for the city. Local celebrities took part, and rather than simply legislating, the city worked hard 

to ensure that local residents felt invested in the effort.  I would strongly urge New York City to create a similar 

campaign to engage New Yorkers in this process. 

 

I wholeheartedly support this legislation, and I urge this committee, and the council as a whole, to pass this bill.  

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to present testimony on this important issue. 

 

 

Kim Moscaritolo 

 

 

  



Int 0936 Re: prohibiting single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirs 

 
Dear Hearing Council, 

 

I am writing to you to request your support for Local Law (File # Int 0936-2018) to amend the administrative code of the 

city of New York in relation to prohibiting single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirrers sponsored by 

Councilman R. Espinal.  

 

A reported 500,000 straws are used each day in the US. That’s enough plastic straws to fill the Chesapeake Bay 17x a 

day. Plastic is crippling our oceans and straws are one of the top 10 items found on beaches reported in the International 

Coastal Cleanup Annual Report for the past 15 years. We lose roughly one million sea birds and 300,000 marine 

mammals to plastic pollution every year. Sea turtles have survived the ice age, yet every sea turtle species is endangered 

due to the requisites of man (including plastic pollution). In a recent study, of the 93 loggerhead hatchlings that washed up 

on Florida beaches, 100% of them had plastics in their stomachs. Plastic Ocean Project, a 501(c)3 whose mission is to 

combat plastic pollution through education, outreach and research, has found plastic straws with bite marks washed up on 

beaches and littering local waterways, so there is no question plastic straws are being ingested. Recently, a researcher 

removed a straw that found its way up the nostril of a sea turtle. These are small efforts that can make huge strides in 

reducing plastics ending up in our oceans. 

 

There is ample evidence that banning single-use plastics is effective for mitigating coastal litter. A number of cities, states 

and countries across the world have taken legislative action against plastic straws. Plastic straw bans have been 

implemented in Miami Beach, FL, Vancouver, Seattle, WA, Scotland and Berkeley, CA; just to name a few. A number of 

major corporations have also taken strides to reduce their plastic straw use, including Alaskan Airlines, McDonalds UK 

and Hilton hotels.  

 

I am writing to request that you listen to your constituents and support Int 0936 prohibiting single-use plastic beverage 

straws and stirrers. I appreciate your time and consideration for protecting our oceans against preventable plastic debris. 

Thank you,   

 

Sam Athey 

Director of Chapters & Ambassadors 

Plastic Ocean Project 

647-237-1428 

samantha@plasticoceanproject.org 

www.plasticoceanproject.org 

  

http://www.plasticoceanproject.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wH878t78bw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wH878t78bw
mailto:samantha@plasticoceanproject.org
http://www.plasticoceanproject.org/


Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 
Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in 

New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there 

will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a 

demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s 

waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of 

scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters 

surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating 

in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Sarah Jane O’Connor 

 



Support intro no 936 

I support intro no 936!!! This will be a great start to decreasing our disposable plastic use.  

 

Bonnie Mitchell 



                                                                                               
 

 
 

 
June 21, 2018 
 
 
Hon. Rafael L. Espinal, Jr. – Chair, NYC Council Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business 

Licensing 

Good Afternoon Chair Espinal, other committee members and guests.  

I’m Melissa Chapman, Senior Vice President for Public Affairs at the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, and I’m 

delivering testimony on behalf of our Acting President, Rick Russo.  

With over 2,000 active members, the Brooklyn Chamber is the largest and # 1 ranked Chamber of Commerce 

in New York State. We promote economic development across the borough of Brooklyn, as well as advocate 

on behalf of our member businesses. The Brooklyn Alliance is the not-for-profit economic development affiliate 

of the Brooklyn Chamber, which includes the Business Solutions Center in the borough that we manage. 

Brooklyn Alliance Capital is the third affiliate of the Brooklyn Chamber and provides micro loans to immigrant 

and minority-owned small businesses. 

 

The bills being considered today will directly impact the local business community that we serve, and so we are 

very appreciative of the chance to provide feedback. I will now outline our positions on Int. No. 0823 and  

Int. No. 0936. 

 

Int. No. 0823 – In relation to allowing restaurant surcharges 

 

The Brooklyn Chamber supports this bill, as it seeks to address rising operating costs faced by restaurant 

operators by allowing them to add a surcharge to the amount owed by a paying customer. The cost of doing 

business, as well as new compliance requirements are increasing in our city and oftentimes operators are 

unable to keep pace with unpredictable expenses.  

 

In the Brooklyn Chamber’s 2017 Member Issues Survey, our members highlighted specific obstacles to doing 

business in New York City. For example, the increased cost of providing health insurance to employees was 

the number one concern for our businesses -- 38 percent viewed this as a severe problem, with nearly two-

thirds of our members citing this as a problem in general. Further, the cost and availability of commercial space 

was another top issue cited by our members -- more than half stated this was a problem, with 27 percent telling 

us it is a major concern. In addition, 29 percent identified government regulation, fines and fees as a problem, 

while 15 percent said that it was a severe problem.  

 

These challenges can have a crippling effect on a restaurant’s ability to remain in business, as well as hire and 

retain employees. Allowing restaurants to implement a surcharge will have a meaningful impact on offsetting 

rising operational costs so that they can keep their doors open and create job opportunities.  

 

Int. No. 0936 – In relation to prohibiting single-use plastic beverage straws and beverage stirrers 

 

This bill would ban food service establishments from providing non-biodegradable, plastic straws and beverage 

stirrers to consumers. Non-compliance can result in a fine of up to $400 for such businesses. Earlier this  



                                                                                               
 

 
 

 

month, the Brooklyn Chamber surveyed its members on this bill, and 81 percent of respondents supported it.   

We believe that enactment of this legislation will address serious environmental concerns related to plastic 

pollution, which is very harmful to marine life. However, educational outreach by the relevant enforcement 

agencies before and after the law takes effect will be very important in helping these business to be in 

compliance, and to avoid related fines for violations. We recommend the use of the city’s Chamber on the Go 

program in each borough so that businesses can receive the information without having to leave their 

establishments.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in these matters.    
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Testimony in support of Intro 936 

June 21, 2018 

 

Thank you, Council Members. 

 

My name is Christine Dimmick and I am the Author of “Detox Your Home”, a speaker and advocate for 

public health and a NYC business owner. 

 

I am here today to testify in support of 936 for the following reasons. 

 

Our dependency on plastics has contributed significantly to the health problems we face as a nation.  

The manufacturing of plastics and the use of plastics in nearly all of our food packaging, hospitals and 

home car items means we are exposed to chemicals such as BPAs every single second of the day, simply 

by breathing. 

 

BPAs (Bisphenol A) are known endocrine disruptors.  They affect our thyroid, our fertility, our weight 

and our entire nervous system to our detriment.  Parents in the room will know them to be banned in 

baby bottles and plastic kids products, but every single person in this room is exposed daily in our 

beverages, our packaged foods, our cups and yes our straws. 

 

As a manufacturer of consumer goods, I understand the inconveniences and costs of having to 

reformulate or repackage due to new regulations.  This however is a cost of doing business and if we are 

selling something unhealthy for our customers or the planet, we must remedy this immediately.  

Unfortunately, this has long not been the way – which is why we have laws to protect our citizens.  I will 

also add that if we never made changes, we would inhibit innovation and job growth.  Two things that 

are a current priority in many voters minds.  A new, sustainable straw that decomposes, is safe for us 

and our planet – is a business that could provide hundreds of jobs – a win-win for us all. 

 

Of course we have all seen the horrific pictures of sea turtles, birds and whales stuffed to death by 

plastic.  This is excruciating.  But I urge you all to look around the room and in your communities at the 

poor health in our city, many of which can be contributed to the constant exposure to the 

manufacturing and use of plastics for decades. 

 

I commend the Council members who created this bill and I urge everyone to support it.  Banning straws 

will inconvenience some, require money to be spent and mainly ask us to change.  Something many are 



uncomfortable with.  But ultimately this bill must pass if we are to continue to live on a beautiful planet, 

enjoying beaches and the food our oceans provide us – in our own good health – we simply have no 

choice but to make tough decisions like this.   

Recently I was in Westchester filming a segment for public TV and in the restroom of their council 

building was an ashtray built in to the toilet paper dispenser.  Not so long ago it was considered okay to 

smoke in a public restroom.  I think we all can agree the decision to ban this practice was for the greater 

good and benefited our health and we are thankful this practice no longer exists.  However, there are 

still some who still complain.  I am sure as Council members you are well-aware not everyone will be 

happy with the straw ban, but the science is there.  If we are to protect our oceans and human health, 

the reduction of plastic will have to be significant.  The banning of straws is one small step (yet a 

significant one) to get ourselves and our planet back on the path of health. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Christine Dimmick 

Author – Detox Your Home 

CEO – The Good Home Company  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 

plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

All the best, 

Michael Ryterband  

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws 

and stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 

scientists project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I 

urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing 

plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on 

microplastics, led a team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document 

microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team 

estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around 

Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best,     

 

 

 Mariangel Ramirez 

  



No. 936 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to 

pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both 

at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing 

the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 

plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

Frances Llopis 

  



LES Resident – Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to 

pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution 

both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led 

a team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing 

the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 

130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and 

Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

--Felipe Baytelman 

Manhattan, NY 10002 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 

plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

 

Jacqueline 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and stirrers in New York 

City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists project there will be 

more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass this bill and in a demonstration of New 

York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared 

global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a team of scientists 

on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the waters surrounding Manhattan. 

Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around 

Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Nicole Mancini 

 

 



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

 

Hello, 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to pass 

this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution both at 

home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led a 

team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing the 

waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 130,000 

plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and Hudson. 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

Very best, 

Chloé Seytre 

  



Support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal 

Hello, 

 

I am writing to confirm my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal to ban plastic straws and 

stirrers in New York City eating and drinking establishments. 

 

 

Each year between 4 - 12 million metric tonnes of plastic trash enters our ocean. By 2050 scientists 

project there will be more plastic in our ocean than fish by weight. For these reasons I urge you to 

pass this bill and in a demonstration of New York City’s leadership in addressing plastic pollution 

both at home in New York’s waterways and also in our shared global ocean. 

Dr Marcus Eriksen, co-founder of the 5Gyres Institute and a leading researcher on microplastics, led 

a team of scientists on a two-hour trip on the East River to document microplastic pollution plaguing 

the waters surrounding Manhattan. Marcus and his team estimate there could be as many as 

130,000 plastic straws floating in the waterways around Manhattan, in both the East River and 

Hudson. 

 

Thank you for logging my support of Intro No. 936 by Councilman Espinal. 

 

 

Very best, 

Diana Suh 

--  

Diana Suh 

suhdiana@gmail.com 

 



    

Council Chambers 

New York City Hall 

250 Broadway  

New York, NY 10007 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 

 

Testimony from the National Restaurant Association in support of amendments to Int. 0936-
2018 which proposes the prohibition of single-use plastic beverage straws and stirrers. 

My name is Keith Stephenson and I am the Director of State and Local Government Affairs on 

behalf of the National Restaurant Association. I submit this testimony in support of 

amendments to Int. 0936-2018, which proposes the prohibition of single-use plastic beverage 

straws and stirrers. 

The National Restaurant Association is the leading business association for the restaurant and 

foodservice industry nationwide, representing more than 15.1 million employees - 10 percent 

of the nation’s workforce - with more than one million locations across the country.   

The local restaurant industry recognizes the important role the New York City Council plays as a 
steward of the environment.  As an industry that values sustainability, we support practical and 
sensible solutions which will help protect the environment.  
 
That being said, we have a few practical concerns regarding this bill.  For example, there are 
many circumstances in which the use of drinking straws will enhance public safety, and 
promote sanitary conditions. Some examples include beverages consumed while driving, 
hospital use, daily living for people with physical impairments or recovering from injury, seniors 
and others who may have difficulty lifting a drink, and travelling with small children.  
 
In addition, given the size and complexity of New York City’s restaurant industry, we believe 
there should be a sufficient and adequate period of time for phasing in the new regulation.  
This is important for restaurants and consumers alike.    
 
Before this bill comes back to the committee for final consideration, we look forward to 
working with Council Member Espinal to recommend the appropriate amendments.   
 
We thank you for your consideration and leadership. 
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