










































































NYC Council Committee on Environmental Protection: Oversight Hearing 

Passive House and Storm Surge Barriers 
  

There are two issues I consider to be most important to address: the Passive House Standard 

and Storm Surge Barriers. 

  

International Passive House is the energy-saving gold standard for new construction and 

retrofits around the world. International Passive House Resolutions were passed by every 

community Board in Manhattan and signed as a Borough Board Resolution by Gail Brewer. 

Brooklyn also issued a formal Borough-wide Resolution.  

  

Seventy-two percent of New York City Carbon Emissions is caused by buildings. Mayor de 

Blasio launched a One City Built to Last in 2014 and a Retrofit Accelerator Program in 2015, it 

is unclear whether the City is in track to the promised 80% reduction in greenhouse gases by 

2050. A Proposed Stretch Code, being explored by NYSERDA, directly calls for the 

implementation of the Passive House Standard in the State Residential Code. This is a step 

in a positive direction and an opportunity for the Environmental Protection Committee to take an 

initiative in this matter for NYC. 

  

As regards Storm Surge Barriers, there are currently two competing initiatives. There is a 

localized perimeter defense policy—which seeks to address both sea level rise and storm surge 

by means of local barriers and land-based high barrier walls. The alternate proposes a regional 

system of offshore storm surge barriers, plus modest local coastline protection to resist the 

relentless rise of sea level over the decades ahead.  

  

Ultimately, both interlocking systems are needed–– the Storm Surge Barrier recommends 

defense technologies to completely stop all the storm surges from destroying our cities 

again for up to 100 years. The local approach focuses intensive resources on critical areas 

of coastline while the offshore surge barriers protect extensive regional areas of hundreds 

of linear miles of coastline. The destruction of a hurricane or major wind storm can come at any 

time, the effects of sea-level rise will take many years to develop and will require specific 

solutions for each locality.  

  

Whatever the expense of the Storm Surge Barrier, the failure to build this protection for our 

Hudson region could result in dire loss of life and property with any major storm. What did 

we learn from Superstorm Sandy? Flood barriers have been constructed to provide necessary 

protection, safety and security in the Netherlands, London, New Orleans, the Elder River, St. 

Petersburg, New Bedford, Providence, Stamford, Venice, and York, UK Such projects are vital 

insurance against tremendous loss. 

  

A final point–– the dialog around climate change and protecting the environment has become 

polarized and distorted. Much of the work of the Environmental Protection Committee will 

be to build fact-based public understanding and to enact legislation in the spirit of the best 

scientific knowledge of our time, and to serve the public good. 

 

Bob Schneck, Member of Manhattan Community Board 1 


















