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Topic I: New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission – (Candidate nominated by the Mayor for appointment, upon the advice and consent of the Council)

Anne Holford-Smith [Preconsidered M 562]

In a letter dated November 29, 2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio formally submitted Anne Holford-Smith’s name to the Council of the City of New York, for its advice and consent, regarding their nomination for appointment to the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Pursuant to the New York City Charter (“Charter”) §3020, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (“LPC”) is responsible for establishing and regulating landmarks, portions of landmarks, landmark sites, interior landmarks, scenic landmarks, and historic districts.  The LPC also regulates alterations to designated buildings.  
The LPC consists of eleven (11) members.  The membership of this commission must include at least three architects, one historian qualified in the field, one city planner or landscape architect, and one realtor; and shall include at least one resident from each of the five boroughs.  The mayor appoints the members of the LPC with the advice and consent of the Council.  When appointing a member to this commission who must be an architect, historian, city planner, or landscape architect, the mayor may consult with the Fine Arts Federation of New York or any other similar organization.  These members are appointed for staggered three-year terms. Each member continues to serve as a commissioner until his or her successor is appointed and qualified.  The mayor also designates one member to serve as the LPC Chair, and designates another member to serve as LPC Vice Chair.  These particular LPC members shall serve until a successor is designated.  The LPC members, with the exception of the Chair, serve without compensation, but are reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the course of performing their duties. The current Chair's salary is $192,198.  
The LPC must appoint a full-time executive director and may also employ technical experts and other employees necessary to perform day-to-day operations within the appropriations therefor.

As enumerated in the Charter, the LPC is required to provide opportunities for comment in advance of any hearing, regarding a proposed landmark designation, landmark site, interior landmark, scenic landmark, or historic district.
 Notices of proposed designations must be sent to the New York City Planning Commission (“CPC”), all affected Community Boards, and the Office of the Borough President, for the borough where the property or district is located.

The LPC also has a duty to provide certain notices to the Council.  The LPC is required to file a copy of any designation with the Council and the CPC, within ten days of making the designation.  Furthermore, within 60 days after such filing, CPC must hold a public hearing on any such designation of a historic district and submit a report to the Council, with respect to the relation of any such designation to the Zoning Resolution, projected public improvements, and any plans for the development, growth, improvement or renewal of the area involved, whether it relates to the designation of a historic district or a landmark.  The CPC must include in this report, its recommendation, if any, for the Council’s action with respect to the historic district designation.
The Council may modify or disapprove of any LPC designation by a majority vote, within 120 days from date that a copy of such designation is filed with the Council, provided that either the CPC has submitted the required report on the designation or at least sixty days has elapsed since the filing of the designation with the Council.  The Council’s vote shall be filed with the mayor, by the Council.  The mayor has five days following the filing of the Council’s vote, to disapprove of the Council’s action.  If the mayor fails to disapprove of the Council’s action during this time, the Council’s action becomes final.  If the mayor disapproves of the Council’s action, the mayor must file his/her disapproval with the Council.  Thereafter, the Council may choose to override the mayor’s disapproval within ten days of the filing of the mayor’s disapproval, with a two-thirds vote from the Council.

In addition to the designation of landmarks, pursuant to Administrative Code § 25-303(i), the LPC also has the ability to make recommendations to CPC at any time, regarding amendments to the provisions in the Zoning Resolution, which are applicable to improvements in the historic districts.  Moreover, pursuant to Administrative Code § 25-307, the LPC also has the responsibility of determining whether a proposed alteration or demolition affecting a landmark, is consistent with the Landmarks Preservation and Historic Districts chapter of the Administrative Code.  In instances where LPC determines that the proposed change complies with the Code, it may grant a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Otherwise, the LPC may deny the applicant’s request.  

A Hardship Appeals Panel also exists that consists of five members appointed by the mayor, with the Council’s advice and consent.  This panel operates independently of the LPC, and reviews appeals of LPC determinations, denying applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, brought to this panel on the grounds or basis of hardship, concerning demolitions, alterations, or reconstructive improvements. However, this panel only has the power to review applications involving tax-exempt properties. 

If the candidate receive the advice and consent of the Council and is subsequently appointed to the LPC, Ms. Holford-Smith, a Manhattan resident, will be eligible to complete the remainder of a three-year term, expiring on June 28, 2019.  A Copy of Ms. Holford-Smith’s résumé is annexed to this briefing paper.

Topic II: New York City Youth Board – (Council recommendation subject to appointment by the Mayor)

· Alameda Sky Chapman [Preconsidered M 563]
Section 734 of the New York City Charter (“Charter”) states that there shall be a youth board, which shall serve as a forum for representatives of disciplines concerned with the welfare of youth [Charter §734(a)].  The Board must be representative of the community, and is required to include persons representing the areas of social service, health care, education, business, industry and labor [Charter §734(b)].  

The Board serves as an advisory body to the Commissioner of the Department of Youth and Community Development (“DYCD”) with respect to the development of programs and policies relating to youth in the City of New York pursuant to Chapter 30 of the Charter, Chapter 4, Title 21 of the Administrative Code, Article 19-G of the New York State Executive Law, and regulations promulgated by the Director of the Division of Youth pursuant to such Article codified at Title 9 of the Official Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York (“NYCRR”) Part 164, Subpart 165-1 [New York City Youth Board By-laws, Article II]. According to Article II of the Board’s By-Laws, the powers, duties and responsibilities of the Board are to:

(i) After consultation with the Commissioner of the Department of Youth and Community Development, recommend policies and/or plans, which promote youth development and prevent delinquency.

(ii) Advocate for youth with the executive, administrative and legislative bodies and the community at large regarding the development of services and strategies which address locally identified youth problems and needs.

(iii) Establish closer cooperation among employees, labor, school, churches, recreation and/or youth commission, service clubs, youth and family service providers and other public and private agencies to encourage youth programs on the basis of local community planning.
(iv) Review and analyze grants given in the Department of Youth and Community Development from federal, state and City governments and from private individuals, corporations and associations, and assist the Commissioner in developing criteria for their allocation.
(v) In cooperation with the Commissioner of the Department of Youth and Community Development, review, analyze and recommend the acceptance or rejection of, proposals for the creation or expansion of recreational services and youth service projects or other youth programs as defined by laws of the State of New York, and make appropriate recommendations to the Mayor.
(vi) Receive, review and analyze statistical records and data, including those that reflect the incidence and trends of delinquency and youthful crimes and offenses in the City.
(vii) Appoint such advisory groups and committees as may be necessary to carry out the powers and duties of the Board.
(viii) Assist in the development of a comprehensive planning process, except as provided in section 165.2 (a)(4)(I)(a) and (b) of Part 164 of Title 9 of the NYCRR.
The Board consists of up to 28 members appointed by the Mayor, 14 of whom are appointed upon recommendation of the City Council [Charter §734(c)].  The Mayor designates one of the members of the Board to serve as its Chair [Charter §734(d)].  The members of the Board are required to meet at least quarterly [Charter §734(f)], and serve without compensation [Charter §734(e)].  The Charter does not define member terms of office. 

If recommended by the Council and subsequently appointed by the Mayor, Ms. Chapman, a resident of Brooklyn, will fill a vacant position and be eligible to serve for an undefined term.  A Copy of Ms. Chapman’s résumé is annexed to this briefing paper.  
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� Landmarks are not always buildings.  A landmark may be a bridge, a park, a water tower, a pier, a cemetery, a building lobby, a sidewalk clock, a fence, or even a tree.  A property or object is eligible for landmark status when at least part of it is thirty years old or older.
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