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I. Introduction

On December 7, 2017, the Committee on Land Use, chaired by Council Member David Greenfield, held a hearing on Preconsidered Res. No. 1761, a Resolution supporting New York City's application for funding for capital projects under the Restore New York Communities Initiative pursuant to the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act, for Station Plaza, in the borough of Queens. The item was approved by the committee.
II. Background

The Restore New York Communities Initiative (Restore New York), pursuant to the New York State Urban Development Act, encourages economic development and neighborhood growth by providing municipalities with financial assistance for revitalization of commercial and residential properties. The Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) is the entity responsible for implementing this grant program. Cities, towns and villages across the State will be able to compete for funding to aid in the demolition, deconstruction, rehabilitation and/or reconstruction of vacant, abandoned, condemned and surplus properties.

Restore New York places a strong emphasis on projects in economically distressed communities. Applications for Round 5 financing under the Restore New York program are due December 15, 2017. In Round 5 the City of New York is eligible to submit one project proposal with a funding request of up to $5 million. 

III. Station Plaza 
The City of New York is submitting one project for funding through Restore New York located in Jamaica in Queens Community Board 12. The Site is comprised of four parcels offering a total of 40,638 square feet area. Additionally, the Site falls within several federal, state, and local zones, including the Jamaica Brownfield Opportunity Area and the South Jamaica Enterprise Zone.  It is adjacent to the Jamaica Gateway Urban Renewal Area.
Located at the intersection of Archer Avenue and Sutphin Boulevard in Jamaica, Queens, Station Plaza is one of a series of three key infrastructure improvements, outlined in the 2007 Jamaica Gateway Urban Renewal Plan, meant to improve safety, alleviate traffic congestion, induce commercial investment, and integrate the area's bustling transit hub with the surrounding mixed-use district. 

The Station Plaza infrastructure project will include two new public plazas, widened sidewalks, new medians, new subway entrances and circulation improvements. Jamaica is a critical transportation hub for Queens, Long Island, and all of New York City. However, the lack of amenities and the unsightly conditions in the area prevent Jamaica from reaching its full potential. These conditions create the perception of an unsafe and unfriendly area for users, which significantly discourages private investment and potential tenants from locating there and inhibits the growth of this critical regional transit asset.

This project will reduce congestion at a critical intersection, improve pedestrian safety at a facility used by thousands of commuters daily, and significantly reduce vehicle miles traveled on a regional basis by linking transportation and land use to limit patterns of sprawl.   

Currently, City and State funding have helped advance critical projects in Jamaica, Queens with the intention of increasing quality jobs, supporting small businesses, promoting commercial growth and economic development, and improving livability. One example of the City’s commitment towards the revitalization and growth of Jamaica, Queens is the 21strategic actions outlined in the Jamaica NOW Action Plan. The Plan represents approximately $153 million in public funding to address the challenges that have faced the Jamaica area in recent years by providing workforce training and small business support, initiating new mixed-use development anchored by affordable housing, and improving the livability of the neighborhood through investments in safety measures, green spaces and more. 
IV. Conclusion
With the construction of Station Plaza, Jamaica will welcome a new chapter of investment for residents and visitors of this wonderful community. 
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Whereas, The 2017-18 New York State Budget provided new funding for the Restore New York Communities Initiative (“Restore NY”), which is implemented by the New York State Empire State Development Corporation (“ESDC”) and intended to provide funding for capital projects under the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act; and

Whereas, Under Round 5 of Restore NY funding, New York City is permitted to submit applications for the funding of one capital project, receiving up to $5 million; and

Whereas, New York City has submitted a notice of intent to apply to ESDC for funding Station Plaza, in the borough of Queens; and

Whereas, Station Plaza will be located on Block 9994, Lot 38; Block 9986, Lot 70 and 73; and Block 9988, Lot 37, located in Jamaica, in the borough of Queens (“the Site”); and

Whereas, Up to $5 million is being sought by New York City in connection with the Site for demolition of four underutilized properties with a combined 40,638 square feet gross building area on parcels mapped as “Public Places,” adjacent to the 2007 Jamaica Gateway Urban Renewal Plan, and associated costs for hazardous material abatement and reconstruction; and

Whereas, The Jamaica Rezoning Plan, approved in September 2007, addressed zoning updates to approximately 368 blocks, aimed at promoting economic growth and development in Jamaica’s Downtown area; and 

Whereas, The Site falls within several federal, state, and local zones, including the Jamaica Brownfield Opportunity Area and South Jamaica Enterprise Zone, that make it eligible for a variety of financial incentives; and

Whereas, Infrastructure improvements to the Site will improve safety, alleviate traffic congestion, induce commercial investment, and integrate the area's bustling transit hub with the surrounding mixed-use district; and

Whereas, The Site will include two new plazas, widened sidewalks, new medians, new subway entrances and circulation improvements; and

Whereas, The Council finds that the proposed Station Plaza infrastructure project is consistent with the Jamaica Gateway Urban Renewal Plan, Jamaica Rezoning Plan, and Jamaica NOW Action Plan; and

Whereas, The Council finds that the proposed financing is appropriate for Station Plaza; and

Whereas, The Council finds that using these funds for Station Plaza facilitates effective and efficient use of existing and future public resources so as to promote both economic development and preservation of community resources; and

Whereas, The Council also finds that Station Plaza will develop and enhance infrastructure in a manner that will attract, create, and sustain employment and economic development opportunities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports New York City's application for funding for capital projects under the Restore New York Communities Initiative pursuant to the New York State Urban Development Corporation Act, for Station Plaza, in the borough of Queens. 
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