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Introduction


On October 23, 2017, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, and the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Inez D. Barron, will hold an oversight hearing titled Earning an Associate’s Degree in High School. Representatives from the Department of Education (DOE), City University of New York (CUNY), Bard High School Early Colleges (BHSEC) in the City, union leaders, advocates, educators, and other members of the public have been invited to testify.

Background

Nationwide, employers increasingly prefer employees who have some college education such as a degree or certificate in a trade.
 In fact, of the 11.6 million jobs developed following the Great Recession, 8.4 million went to individuals with at least a bachelor’s degree and 3 million went to individuals with an associate’s degree or some college education.
 Furthermore, according to research conducted by Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the Workforce, 2016 represented the first time workers with a bachelor’s degree or higher made up a larger portion of the workforce in comparison to individuals with a high school diploma or less.
 In fact, during this period, workers with postsecondary education represented 65% of total employment. 


According to the 2013 United States Census Bureau survey data, almost 50% of New York City (NYC) young adults did not have an associate’s degree or higher and only 7% of survey responders had an associate’s degree.
 Additionally, this data showed the average income of NYC adults with just a high school diploma was $27,234, while the average income of adults with an associate’s degree was $35,565. Thus, as a person’s education level increased, so did their average income.


Despite the economic benefits of earning a college degree, at community colleges nationwide, only 31% of students earned their associate’s degree within three years.
 At CUNY’s seven community colleges, only 17% of students graduated within three years and that number was lower for students with remedial needs.
 Currently, over 6,000 students who enroll in CUNY each year have remedial needs in at least two of the three basic academic skills areas; math, reading, and writing.
 Only 14% of students who needed remediation in at least one basic academic skills area were able to graduate in three years and only 7% of students who needed remediation in all three courses graduated in three years.
 

Early college high schools, which provide students the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an associate’s degree or up to two years of transferable college credit upon graduation at no cost to the student, offer one approach to improving retention and graduation rates.
 With the goal of keeping at-risk students in school by eliminating the transition between high school and college, early college high schools mainly recruit students who are underrepresented in higher education, including students of color, students from low-income families, and students who will be the first in their immediate families to attend college.
 According to Jobs for the Future, a nonprofit that develops programming and policies to improve educational and economic opportunity for underserved populations, early college students outperform their peers enrolled at non-early college high schools.
 Jobs for the Future reports that, nationwide, from  2010-13, 90% of early college students graduated from high school, compared to the overall national rate of 78%; 94% of early college graduates earned some college credit; and 71% of early college graduates enroll in college immediately after high school, compared to the overall national rate of 68%.
 Furthermore, 73% of early college students were students of color; 61% were from low-income families; and 56% were the first in their immediate families to attend college.

Smart Scholars Early College High School Program

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) offers the Smart Scholars Early College High School (ECHS) program, a program in which institutions of higher education (IHE) partner with public school districts to help close the achievement gap between students in different demographic subgroups.
 The Smart Scholars ECHS program provides students with the opportunity to earn between 24 and 60 transferable college credits.
 In addition, ECHS, which targets students from subgroups that are underrepresented in post-secondary education, ensures that participants receive additional academic and social support to increase their college readiness.
 The goal of ECHS is to increase high school and college graduation rates and decrease the tuition costs for students pursuing a college degree.
 

Available data shows that in 2013-14, 5,300 students attended a Smart Scholars early college high school.
 NYC schools participating in the Smart Scholars program in that school year included BHSEC, City Polytechnic High School of Engineering, Architecture and Technology, Boys & Girls High School, Pathways in Technology (P-Tech) Early College High School, and Smart Science Scholars Program at Medgar Evers College Preparatory School.
 Additionally, in 2013-14, 84% of participants were students of color and 72% received free or reduced lunch.
 Eighty-seven percent of Smart Scholars ECHS students graduated on time and 44% enrolled in a four-year college, while 56% enrolled in a two-year college.

Earning an Associate’s Degree in NYC Schools
CUNY and DOE’s Partnership 
DOE and CUNY partner to provide high school students with the opportunity to earn an associate’s degree in high school through CUNY’s Early College Initiative (ECI).  ECI currently works with 17 DOE schools
 to provide over 8,000 students
 with the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an associate’s degree at a partnering CUNY college, or up to two years of transferable college credit.
 Notably, ECI schools offer various school designs, including four-year, five-year, and six-year models, and models focused on career and technical education.
 ECI assists early college schools with project management, guidance, and financial resources to help schools develop and maintain their early college education programs.
 Additionally, ECI staff supports early colleges in the areas of staff recruitment, community outreach, and professional development.
 ECI also participates in the managing of local and state level policy relevant to early college schools.


Aside from fostering collaboration between DOE and CUNY, ECI partners with employers, including but not limited to, Con Edison, Microsoft, and National Grid.
 As ECI notes, their “industry partners provide critical research and insight into the kinds of employees they most need and value.”
 Industry partners work with college and high school leadership, and staff to decide on the appropriate associate’s degree(s) and academic sequence that would prepare students to enter the particular industry field.
 ECI also maintains partnerships at the national and state level, to support their work with early college schools.  National partners include the Gates Foundation, Jobs for the Future, Middle College National Consortium, and Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation.
 At the state level, ECI partners with New York State (NYS) P-TECH program and the State Education’s Smart Scholars Office.
Notably, among the 17 NYC schools participating in ECI is Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH), a national model, which former President Barack Obama visited in 2013.
 Developed through a partnership between NYC, IBM, and CUNY, P-TECH is the nation’s first model that, “connects high school, college, and the world of work through college and industry partnerships.”
 P-TECH has a 9-14 model, with the goal of students completing their high school and associate’s degree within six years.
 In addition to offering students an opportunity to earn an associate’s degree, P-TECH also provides students with internship and training opportunities at IBM and other corporations.
 


During the 2015-16 school year (SY), 7,727 students attended CUNY’s ECI schools.
 In Fiscal 2018, DOE allocated approximately $1.1 million for CUNY ECI programs, and CUNY’s total budget for Early College Programs is $6,258,000.

CUNY’s Early College Initiative - Student Outcomes

In April of 2017, CUNY evaluated the impact of ECI on 3,771 students who were enrolled in the ninth grade for the first time at early college schools between 2006 and 2012.
 The study focused on short-term high school outcomes and long-term postsecondary results.
 The study also examined on-time high school graduation, college readiness in math and English Language Arts (ELA), college matriculation after high school completion, college credit accumulation, college persistence, and college degree attainment.
 Out of the 3,771 ECI students, 56.9% were female and 43.1% were male.
 Black students comprised 41.8% of all ECI students, 35.6% were Hispanic, 13% were Asian or Pacific Islander, and 8.8% were white.
 Eighty-two percent were low-income students,
 while 62.1% were native English speakers.
 ECI students were compared to students with similar demographic and academic variables, but who were not enrolled in an early college high school.
 The study revealed four significant findings discussed below.

First, ECI students graduated from high school on time at slightly higher rates than their counterparts enrolled at non-ECI schools, despite the fact their high school course load included college-level classes. 
 Approximately 86% of early college students who entered the ninth grade for the first time between 2006 and 2010 graduated from high school in four years, compared with 83.6% of their non-ECI peers.
 Notably, the study showed that ECI specifically had a positive impact on Black students, who had an 89.3% on-time graduation rate, compared with 80.3% for non-ECI Black students. Hispanic ECI students had an 81.9% graduation rate (same as non-ECI Hispanic students); white ECI students had a 79.8% graduation rate (compared with 91.2% for non-ECI white students); and Asian ECI students had a 93.9% on-time graduation rate (compared with 94.4% of non-ECI Asian students).

Second, early college students were also more likely to be considered college-ready when they graduated from high school in comparison to their non-ECI counterparts.
 Based on NYS Regents math and ELA scores, whether the subject areas were considered together or separately, early college students scored higher than the comparison group.
 Test scores of ECI students who enrolled in the ninth grade, with scores below the proficiency standards in ELA and math, also improved.
 Additionally, the study also highlighted that more Black and Hispanic students enrolled in ECI were deemed college-ready than Black and Hispanic non-ECI students.
 However, white students in ECI schools did not experience the same gains and did not surpass test scores of their white counterparts in non-ECI schools.

Third, ECI students earned more college credits when they graduated from high school. On average, ECI students accumulated 16 college credits by the time they graduated from high school compared to one credit from the comparison group.
 At the end of their second year in college, ECI students had an average of 31 credits compared to the 13 credits accumulated by the comparison group.
 That difference in credit accumulation placed ECI students more than a semester ahead of the comparison students.
 This finding is particularly important because students who earn 20 credits by their first year in college are more likely to complete a college degree.
 Black students enrolled in ECI earned an average of 28 credits, which was 18 more credits than Black students not enrolled in an early college school.
 Asian and Hispanic ECI students also earned significantly more credits than their counterparts at non-ECI schools.
 Even students who entered an early college high school with low scores in Math and ELA out-paced their comparison group counterparts by earning, on average, 26 credits while students in the comparison group earned 18 credits.
 There was no statistical difference between white students attending ECI and non-ECI schools.

Fourth, the study found that 42% of ECI students were still enrolled at CUNY two years after graduating high school, compared to 29% of students in the comparison group.
 Four percent of ECI graduates went on to earn an associate’s degree, compared to 1% of the comparison group.
 Seventy-one percent of ECI students enrolled at CUNY’s senior colleges in contrast to 55% of their peers in non-ECI schools.
 Black students also showed better retention rates, with 37% still enrolled at CUNY two years after graduating high school, compared to 23% of Black students in the comparison group.
 Hispanic and Asian students also had high retention rates.
 Persistence rates between white students in ECI schools and those in non-ECI schools while positive, were not significantly different.

While the study acknowledged the gains made by students in early college programs were modest, it asserted that ECI is a promising model for improving secondary and postsecondary success.
 The study also stressed the impact of ECI on Black students and low-performing students who were positively impacted by the program.
 Thus, ECI’s early approach promises to reduce remediation, college costs, and improve academic outcomes for students who enroll in ECI schools.
 However, while ECI had a notable impact on students enrolling and remaining in college, it failed to explain why very few students graduated from an associate’s degree program, or how many transferred to a senior college and graduated. It also remains unclear why white students had lower on-time graduation rates, and why they were not considered college-ready when compared to white students at non-ECI schools.

DOE’s Partnership with Bard College


In addition to collaborating with CUNY, in 2001, DOE partnered with Bard College to create the first Bard High School Early College (BHSEC), offering high school students the opportunity to earn an associate’s degree while earning their high school diploma in four years.
 The partnership expanded in 2008 to create a BHSEC campus in Queens.
 Bard College works with BHSEC Manhattan and BHSEC Queens to offer students two years of college courses in liberal arts and sciences after ninth and tenth grade.
 Along with a high school diploma, BHSEC students graduate with an associate’s degree and up to 60 college credits from Bard College.
 Together, BHSEC Manhattan and BHSEC Queens serve approximately 1,135 NYC students, and both schools offer college courses taught by college faculty.
 

BHSEC Manhattan and BHSEC Queens both have a screening process for student applicants.
 Student applicants are required to have a grade point average of at least an 85%, have less than 11 unexcused absences or lateness for the school year, take the BHSEC math and writing assessments, and complete DOE’s high school application.
 
Available reports show that Bard high school students are doing well academically. In fact, 93% of NYC’s BHSEC Class of 2016 graduated with an associate’s degree conferred by Bard College.
 Additionally, according to an independent study by Metis Associates, a national research and consulting firm, students of BHESC Class of 2012 were more likely to complete high school in four years than students in traditional and selective/specialized high schools.
 This same study found that, “BHSEC generates a greater return on investment than comparable specialized/selective and traditional high schools.”

While data show that NYC BHSEC schools are doing well academically, demographic data suggest that the BHSEC Queens and BHSEC Manhattan student population does not reflect the diversity of NYC’s student population. During SY 2015-16, at BHSEC Queens, 35% of students were white, 34% were Asian, 17% were Hispanic and 11% were Black.
 Furthermore, there were no English Language Learners (ELL) and only 2% were students with special needs.
 During SY 2015-16, at BHSEC Manhattan, 42% of students were white, 23% of students were Asian, 16% were Hispanic, and 16% were Black.
 In addition, none of the students were ELL and 1% of students had special needs.
 Notably, BHSEC has a Diversity Initiative, and according to BHSEC, “student representatives are chosen from both BHSEC Queens and Manhattan campuses to work together with our admissions staff and receive leadership training so that they can effectively provide outreach to specific schools and community organizations.”


DOE’s current contract with Bard College for BHSEC campus locations is for $895,000 annually.
 This covers a portion of the program’s labor costs for student support and instructional staff.
 Bard funds the remaining labor and other personnel services costs of the program, estimated at over $3 million per year.
 In addition, Bard provides 30 transferable college credits per year to each first- and second-year college student at no cost to the student or DOE.

Other College-Level Academic Opportunities for DOE Students

DOE also collaborates with CUNY’s Office of Academic Affairs to offer NYC public high school students various other college preparation programs.
 The largest of these programs is CUNY College Now, which connects 18 CUNY colleges with almost 425 NYC high schools to pursue “its mission to help prepare students for success in college.”
 In addition to providing high school students with an opportunity to earn college credits, College Now offers, “college-preparatory courses and activities, experiential-based summer programs, and access to campus facilities and cultural offerings.”

Issues and Concerns

The Committees are interested in learning more about the ability of NYC students to earn an associate’s degree while in high school.  In particular, the Committees are interested in learning more about outcomes for students enrolled in associate’s degree programs, the level of demand for access to such programs, what efforts the DOE makes to inform younger students and families about the programs, and any efforts to expand the model. The Committees are also interested in learning to what extent historically racially underrepresented, low-income students, and students with disabilities are being served by such programs, and what efforts have been made to improve outreach to these students. The Committees are especially interested in understanding why ECI students do not graduate college in higher numbers.
Conclusion
Today’s hearing will provide an opportunity for the Committees to review the current programs and policies that enable DOE students to earn an associate’s degree while in high school. The Committees also expect to hear testimony from parents, students, educators, advocates, unions, and other members of the public about their concerns and recommendations for the associate’s degree programs in DOE high schools.
Appendix A
DOE High Schools Offering an Associate’s Degree Program

	School
	Partner College
	Borough
	Grades

	Bard High School Early College Manhattan
	Bard College
	Manhattan
	9-12

	Bard High School Early College Queens
	Bard College
	Queens
	9-12

	Business Technology Early College High School (B-TECH)
	Queensborough Community College
	Queens
	9-14

	Brooklyn College Academy
	Brooklyn College
	Brooklyn
	9-12

	City College Academy of the Arts
	The City College of New York
	Manhattan
	6-12

	City Polytechnic High School of Engineering, Architecture, and Technology
	New York City College of Technology
	Brooklyn
	9-14

	Energy Tech High School
	LaGuardia Community College
	Queens
	9-14

	HERO High School
	Hostos Community College, CUNY
	Bronx
	9-14

	Hostos-Lincoln Academy of Science
	Hostos Community College, CUNY
	Bronx
	6-12

	International High School at La Guardia Community College
	LaGuardia Community College
	Queens
	9-13

	Inwood Early College for Health & Information Technologies
	Stella and Charles Guttman Community College
	Manhattan
	9-14

	Kingsborough Early College Secondary School
	Kingsborough Community College,
	Brooklyn
	6-12

	Manhattan Hunter Science High School
	Hunter College
	Manhattan
	9-12

	The Manhattan Early College School for Advertising (MECA)
	Borough of Manhattan Community College
	Manhattan
	9-14

	Middle College High School at LaGuardia Community College
	LaGuardia Community College
	Queens
	9-13

	Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH)
	NYC College of Technology
	Brooklyn
	9-14

	Queens School of Inquiry
	Queens College
	Queens
	6-12

	Science, Technology and Research Early College High School
	Brooklyn College
	Brooklyn
	6-12

	York Early College Academy
	York College
	Queens
	6-12


[image: image2]
� See Tami Luhby, “College Grads are Getting Nearly All the Jobs,” CNN, June 30, 2016, available at � HYPERLINK "http://money.cnn.com/2016/06/30/news/economy/college-grads-jobs/index.html" �http://money.cnn.com/2016/06/30/news/economy/college-grads-jobs/index.html� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� See Anthony P. Carnevale, Tamara Jayasundera, Atem Gulish, “America’s Divided Recovery College Haves and Have-Not 2016,” Georgetown University, at p. 3, available at � HYPERLINK "https://cew-7632.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/Americas-Divided-Recovery-web.pdf" �https://cew-7632.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/Americas-Divided-Recovery-web.pdf� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id. at 15.


� Id. at 23.


� Citizens’ Committee for Children, “The average New York City college‐degree holder has double the


earning power compared to someone with just a high school degree,” available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.cccnewyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/College-data-sheet-May-2015.pdf" �https://www.cccnewyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/College-data-sheet-May-2015.pdf�.


� Id.


� MDRC website, Building College Readiness Before Matriculation: A Preview of a CUNY Start Evaluation (2016), 2, available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/Building_College_Readiness_2016.pdf" �https://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/Building_College_Readiness_2016.pdf� (last visited Oct. 17, 2017).


� Id.


� Id. at 6.


� Id. at 2.


� See “Description & History: CUNY Early College Initiative in New York City,” NYC Service, available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.nycservice.org/organizations/index.php?org_id=2221" �https://www.nycservice.org/organizations/index.php?org_id=2221�. 


� See “Demographics of Early College Students,” Early College High School Initiative Student Information System, Jobs for the Future (2010-2013), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jff.org/services/early-college-design-services" �http://www.jff.org/services/early-college-design-services�.


� See “About Us,” Jobs for the Future, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jff.org/about-us" �http://www.jff.org/about-us�. 


� Supra note 12.


� Id.


� NYS Smart Scholars Early College High School, Digital Flipbook, at p. 6, available at � HYPERLINK "http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/" \l "p=1" �http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/#p=1� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


�  NYSED, “New York State Early College High School (ECHS) Programs,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/SmartScholarsEarlyCollegeHighSchool_000.htm" �http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/SmartScholarsEarlyCollegeHighSchool_000.htm� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� NYS Smart Scholars Early College High School, Digital Flipbook, at p. 6, available at � HYPERLINK "http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/" \l "p=6" �http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/#p=6�  (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� NYSED, “New York State Early College High School (ECHS) Programs,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/SmartScholarsEarlyCollegeHighSchool_000.htm" �http://www.highered.nysed.gov/kiap/SmartScholarsEarlyCollegeHighSchool_000.htm� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� NYS Smart Scholars Early College High School, Digital Flipbook, at p. 7, available at � HYPERLINK "http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/" \l "p=6" �http://online.flipbuilder.com/eciw/chqo/#p=6�  (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id. at 5.


� Id.


� Id.


� See Appendix A for a list of schools offering an Associate’s Degree Program.


� See “Early College Initiative” City University of New York, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/evaluation/areas-of-focus_1/college_readiness/early-college-initiative-eci/" �http://www2.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/evaluation/areas-of-focus_1/college_readiness/early-college-initiative-eci/�. 


� Id.


� See “Our Approach, ECI, available at � HYPERLINK "http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-approach/" �http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-approach/�. 


� ECI Website, “Our Approach,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-approach" �http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-approach� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id.


� Id.


� ECI Website, “Our Partners,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-partners/" �http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-partners/� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017). 


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� CUNY, “President Obama in Brooklyn: ‘What’s Going on at P-Tech is Outstanding,” Dec. 11,2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.cuny.edu/mu/forum/2013/12/11/president-obama-in-brooklyn-whats-going-on-at-p-tech-is-outstanding/" �http://www1.cuny.edu/mu/forum/2013/12/11/president-obama-in-brooklyn-whats-going-on-at-p-tech-is-outstanding/� (last visited Oct. 18, 2017).


� See P-TECH Website, available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.ptechnyc.org/" �https://www.ptechnyc.org/� (last visited Oct. 18, 2017).


� Id.


� DOE website, “2015-16 School Quality Snapshot/HS Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-Tech) (17K122),” available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_K122.pdf" �http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_K122.pdf� (last visited Oct. 18, 2017).


� DOE website, Demographic Snapshot, available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/data/default.htm" �http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/data/default.htm� (last visited Oct. 20, 2017).


� Fiscal 2018 Adopted Budget.


� CUNY website, CUNY Early College Initiative Outcomes: Student Achievement and Momentum (2017), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/media-assets/ECIFulReport20170421.pdf" �http://www2.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/media-assets/ECIFulReport20170421.pdf� (last visited Oct. 17, 2017). 


� Id. at 8.


� Id. at 9.


� Id. at 9.


� Id.


� Low income students were defined as students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id. at 2.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id. at 11.


� Id.


� Id. at 12.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id. For credit accumulation, the study examined student cohorts from 2006 to 2008 only because at the time of the study, at least two years had passed since the expected date of high school graduation for those students.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id. at 12.


� Id. at 13.


� Id.


� Id. 


� Id.


� Id. at 15.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id. at 16.


� Id.


� Id.


� Bard Early Colleges, “Our History,” available at http://www.bard.edu/earlycollege/about/history/ (last visited Oct. 17, 2017); BHSEC Manhattan, “From the Principal, Dr. Michael Lerner,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/ourschool/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/ourschool/� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Bard Early Colleges, “Our History,” available at http://www.bard.edu/earlycollege/about/history/ (last visited Oct. 17, 2017).


� Bard Early Colleges, “Bard High School Early College Manhattan, available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).  


� Id.


� Clara Haskell Botstein, “Testimony for the Hearing on Higher Education,” Feb. 8, 2016, available at � HYPERLINK "http://assembly.state.ny.us/2016budget/testimony/20160208_hied/written/20160208-HigherEducation-Haskell-Botstein.pdf" �http://assembly.state.ny.us/2016budget/testimony/20160208_hied/written/20160208-HigherEducation-Haskell-Botstein.pdf� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/queens/admission/applying/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/queens/admission/applying/� and � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/admission/applying/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/admission/applying/� 


� BHSEC Manhattan, “Applying and Open House Information” available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/admission/applying/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/admission/applying/� and BHSEC Queens, “Applying and Open House Information” available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/queens/admission/applying/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/queens/admission/applying/�  (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


�  BHSEC, “Frequently Asked Questions,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bard.edu/earlycollege/about/faqs/" �http://www.bard.edu/earlycollege/about/faqs/� (last visited Oct. 18, 2017).


� Bard High School Early College, “Equity & Excellence,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://online.pubhtml5.com/klst/izem/" \l "p=1" �http://online.pubhtml5.com/klst/izem/#p=1� at p. 2 (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id.


� DOE, “2015-16 School Quality Snapshot/ HS, Bard High School Early College Queens (24Q299)” available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_Q299.pdf" �http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_Q299.pdf� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id.


� DOE, “2015-16 School Quality Snapshot/ HS, Bard High School Early College Manhattan (01M696)” available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_M696.pdf" �http://schools.nyc.gov/OA/SchoolReports/2015-16/School_Quality_Snapshot_2016_HS_M696.pdf� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id.


� BHSEC, “The Diversity Initiative,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/diversity/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/diversity/� (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� DOE, “Contracts Agenda for the Meeting of the Panel for Educational Policy,” June 21, 2017, at pp. 129-130 available at � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/95535F21-5C86-417D-A808-60EFCD1684C0/215131/JunePEPAgenda061417Update.pdf" �http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/95535F21-5C86-417D-A808-60EFCD1684C0/215131/JunePEPAgenda061417Update.pdf�, (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id. 


� Id.


� Id.


� CUNY Website, “School College Partnerships,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.cuny.edu/academics/school-college-partnerships/" �http://www2.cuny.edu/academics/school-college-partnerships/�  (last visited Oct. 16, 2017).


� Id.


� Id.


� ECI Website, “Our Schools,” available at � HYPERLINK "http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-schools/" �http://earlycollege.cuny.edu/our-schools/� and BHSEC Website “A Place to Think” available at � HYPERLINK "http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/" �http://bhsec.bard.edu/manhattan/� 








2

