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Intro 1031-2015: SUPPORT 
 

Thank you, Committee Chair Rodriguez, for convening this hearing. My name is Julia Kite and I am 
the Policy and Research Director for Transportation Alternatives, New York City’s advocates for 
biking, walking, and public transportation. We support the proposed study of traffic congestion due to 
truck deliveries during daylight hours in the Manhattan Central Business District and Downtown 
Brooklyn. While truck deliveries are crucial to our economy, sustaining small and large businesses 
alike, in a Vision Zero city the current safety risks created by trucks and their associated congestion 
are unacceptable. Trucks are involved in a disproportionately high number of pedestrian and cyclist 
deaths and serious injuries, which are preventable. Therefore, we request that this study also make 
recommendations as to ways in which New York City can facilitate safer truck deliveries. 
 
The Department of Citywide Administrative Services has set an admirable example through the 
installation of side guards and the introduction of automatic braking systems on city fleet vehicles. We 
would like to explore the feasibility of requiring similar interventions on the most dangerous trucks on 
New York City streets - specifically, private waste haulers.  
 

 This summer, a driver for such a company killed Neftaly Ramirez in a hit-and-run as he cycled 
home from work in Greenpoint. The driver allegedly did not realize he had struck anybody. If 
it is possible for someone driving a vehicle to run over an adult man and his 
bicycle without noticing, then these vehicles are too unsafe to allow on New York 
City streets. 

 Another truck driver was recently prosecuted for the death of Elise Lachowyn, a pedestrian 
killed near the Javits Center in 2016 when the driver failed to yield the right of way when 
turning. Because this driver’s truck was registered in New Jersey, he was exempt from the 
New York State regulation that convex crossover mirrors be installed on his 
truck. These mirrors might have helped avoid the fatal collision. 

 If one wishes to do business in New York City, one should ensure private fleets are up to a 
Vision Zero standard of safety. We urge the City to explore all options to require safer 
large trucks. 

 
With regard to congestion, we are pleased that the Department of Finance will be unveiling reforms 
to the Stipulated Fine Program this autumn. The program has long been unfit for purpose, 
incentivizing commercial parking practices that both clog streets and endanger other road users. 
While the reforms are a move in the right direction, we maintain that the program erodes traffic law 
compliance and is inherently inequitable, and should therefore be discontinued. 
 



 
 

 
 

 In particular, we strongly advise against maintaining reduced penalties for those 
violations which are most dangerous to pedestrians and cyclists. This includes parking in 
pedestrian ramps and at bus stops.  

 As we understand it, at present these violations are penalized at a reduced rate for program 
participants, and this policy would remain in place under the new rules. 

 Last year, truck drivers were responsible for at least 23 pedestrian and cyclist deaths, and in 
the Vision Zero era, no amount of dangerous parking with the City’s blessing can be excusable.  

 Reduced fines for these actions still send the message that dangerous parking is 
not a major hazard, and that safety can still be sacrificed for convenience. 
Encouraging that mentality is a slippery slope. 

 
We look forward to continuing to work with the DOT in the future on safer, more human-centered 
streets in New York City. This study will help pave the way towards practical policy recommendations. 
 


















